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June 4, 2013 The Honorable Bob Perciasepe Administrator U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Washington, DC 20460 Dear Administrator Perciasepe: We, the undersigned coalition of taxpayer groups and non-partisan policy organizations from across the country write in opposition to the proposal that the EPA take the unprecedented action of preemptively prohibiting the development of a copper mine in Southwest Alaska (AKA Pebble Mine) before the project has even had the chance to go through the permitting process. New studies show that development of Pebble Mine would result in significant job creation and would generate much needed revenue for state coffers, both in Alaska and the lower 48. President Obama has talked about the need to create high-paying jobs and grow the economy. Development of Pebble Mine would accomplish both. As such, it is imperative that this important project be given a fair hearing. Over the past several years, environmental lobbying organizations have written to the EPA seeking action to study or to stop the development of Pebble Mine in Southwest Alaska, which would be located on state land designated for mining. In response to these requests, the EPA has undertaken a “watershed assessment” of the Bristol Bay region (the Bristol Bay Assessment). This unprecedented action, which is an “extra regulatory” process, is especially odd given that the Pebble Partnership has yet to formally apply for any permits to construct a mine or enter the NEPA process. Simply put, the EPA’s watershed assessment is an ecological risk analysis of a hypothetical mine that has no basis in reality. The EPA’s risk assessment of a hypothetical mine – a mine that, as invented by the EPA could never be permitted today -- predicts negative consequences if the hypothetical mine is built. This whole exercise has been unnecessary and unhelpful. Pebble Partnership has invested over $150 million already in developing environmental baseline data and has stated that the project will not move forward if it cannot be built in a way that meets the most stringent environmental standards and protects the local fishery. The baseline data extensively compiled was virtually ignored by the EPA in creating its assessment.



Our practical concern with the EPA exercise now is the unfair manner in which the agency is conducting its most recent public comments and peer review. The public comment period and peer review of the latest draft of the Bristol Bay Assessment are being conducted concurrently. This means that the peer reviewers will not see the public comments before they give the Agency their assessment. In the last peer review process, where peer reviewers actually held a public comment session, significant flaws in the EPA’s science were found — science upon which they may base future decisions. This is not only unfair to parties currently involved in this issue, but also discourages future mining projects and prohibits the creation of jobs. In addition, the EPA has admitted to cherry picking scientific studies that support its conclusions that the mine will cause environmental damage and sending those studies out for peer review. Many of these studies were produced by known and sometimes outspoken critics of mining (Kuipers, Earth Works, Woody, and others). As previously stated, special credence was given to these environmental groups and the environmental baseline data compiled by the Pebble Partnership was ignored. This is not science. It is bias and it is unacceptable in a report that is portrayed as a scientific document used for future decision-making. Making matters worse, the actions undertaken by the EPA threaten the creation of thousands of well-paying, private sector jobs in an economic sector that is starved for gainful employment. In fact, studies have shown that the initial construction stages of the mine would create over 4,000 jobs. When completed, Pebble Mine would generate another 3,000 jobs paying an average of $80,000 per year. Not only will jobs be created in Alaska, Pebble Mine would support up to 11,000 jobs in the lower 48 states. The EPA’s present course of actions threatens to kill these jobs before they are even created, or create a false pretense to do so in the future. Premature judgment and action by the EPA is cause for great concern, not just in Alaska, but across the country. Interested stakeholders should be able to gather information about the potential risks of a mining plan, the potential economic effects, and the true risks of mining development near their communities once an actual plan has been proposed. Additionally, the agency should separate the public comment process from the peer review so that the peer reviewers have a chance to see the public comments before rendering its opinion to the Agency. Given that no permit application has been submitted, there should be no rush to complete this scientific inquiry. We appreciate your consideration.



Signed: Nathan Mehrens President, Americans for Limited Government James Valvo Director of Policy, Americans for Prosperity Nansen Malin State Director, AFP-Washington State Grover Norquist President, Americans for Tax Reform Jim Waters, President, Bluegrass Institute for Public Policy Peter J. Nelson Director of Public Policy, Center of the American Experiment Fred Smith President, Competitive Enterprise Institute Michael Quinn Sullivan, President, Empower Texans Myron Ebell Executive Director, Freedom Action Jonathan Bechtle CEO, Freedom Foundation Benita Dodd Vice President, Georgia Public Policy Foundation Mike Needham Chief Executive Officer, Heritage Action for America Wayne Hoffman Executive Director, Idaho Freedom Foundation Daniel Simmons Director of Regulatory & State Affairs, Institute for Energy Research Jon Sanders Director of Regulatory Studies, The John Locke Foundation



Pete Sepp Executive Vice-President, National Taxpayers Union Carl Graham CEO, Montana Policy Institute Kevin P. Kane President, Pelican Institute for Public Policy Don Racheter Chief Operating Officer, Public Interest Institute Paul Gessing President, Rio Grande Foundation Mike Stenhouse CEO, Rhode Island Institute for Freedom & Prosperity Kathleen Hartnett White Director, Texas Public Policy Foundation’s Armstrong Center for Energy and the Environment
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FINAL ENGLISH LSE AIM Sign on Letter Signatures ... - CORE Coalition 

4 may. 2016 - (2016). Hyde Park. Kensington Park. London. ..... Q
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FINAL ENGLISH LSE AIM Sign on Letter Signatures ... - CORE Coalition 

4 may. 2016 - https://www.dropbox.com/s/2o7fea5vzlg7rez/EXPERIENCIA%20DE%20TITULACI%C3%93N%20DE%20TIAP.co mpressed.pdf?d
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Independent Scene Coalition - Open Letter-1 - Radialsystem V 

Frank Beyer, Henrik Beyer (con voce e tiorba) www.convocetiorba.de. Gabi dan Droste. Matthew Griffin (Deadline Architects) www.deadline.de. Ulrich Diezmann ...
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Independent Scene Coalition - Open Letter-1 - Radialsystem V 

Peter Pleyer (Tanztage Berlin und Partner im Netzwerk TanzRaumBerlin) www.tanztage.de. Ulrike Becker, AndrÃ© ThÃ©riault (TanzWerkstatt Berlin/Tanz im August ...
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Pebble Teardown 

Seite, ist ein Smartwatch von dem Internet verbundenen Anwendungen und ... Ã¼ber eingehende Anrufe, E-Mails und Texte an Ihrem Handgelenk verbinden.
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Advocacy Coalition 

EI Advocacy Coalition Framework, de Paul A. Sabatier: un marco de. Analisis de Politica Publica basado en coaliciones pr
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Letter 

Dear Family,. During the next few weeks, our math class will be learning to estimate and solve addition and subtraction
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Pebble Stahl Batteriewechsel 

24.06.2017 - Pebble Stahl Batteriewechsel. Dieser Leitfaden zeigt Ihnen, wie die Batterie in einem Pebble Stahl zu ersetzen. Geschrieben von: MTS.
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1.4.3 EPA ADI aa01 
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Pebble acero botones de repuesto 

... ser el resultado de los sensores interiores están desgastados. Sustitución de la cinta de la cebra interior puede so
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featured articles - Youth Coalition 

28 sept. 2017 - ... and by us I mean civil society and community members together, stigmatizing policies and social fram
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More info - the HDFC Coalition 

325 South 3rd St. Brooklyn. (L train to Lorimer St. stop, G to Metropolitan Ave stop, or J, M, Z to. Marcy Ave stop.) NY
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Análisis EPA. Segundo trimestre 2018 

Coyuntura España. EPA II trim. 2018. 1. El segundo trimestre deja récord de aumento del empleo y una tasa de paro del. 1
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Locust Letter 

22 feb. 2019 - Game tomorrow night! Harlem Wizards vs. Marengo-Union. Slam Dunkers! ... Educating today for tomorrow's w










 


[image: alt]





Letter Margins 

¡Sea consciente de Estafas de Rescate de Ejecución de Hipoteca! ... por favor la siguiente información para proteger su
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datos EPA I trimestre 2016 

... de la ocupación se han producido en Madrid, Comunidad Valenciana y Galicia. ... con la clara misión de enmarcar el e
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datos EPA II trimestre 2016 

tres años previos. Como consecuencia, la tasa de paro se ha reducido un punto en el segundo trimestre de este año, hasta
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10 de noviembre de 2017 Lumen Christi letter Translation On 

10 nov. 2017 - Lynne Mullen, Directora de la Escuela de Primaria St. Elizabeth. Pam Seto, Directora ... Lucia Prince, Di










 


[image: alt]





Locust Letter 

hace 6 dÃas - from school. * Please keep your phone number and contact information up to date. * Keep sending in Genera
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a letter 

29.08.2013 - ... www.hfhr.org.pl. NlP: 52512-61-255, konto: PKO BP SA l 0/Centrum 58 1020 1013 0000 0502 0002 9165, swift: BPKOPLPW ...
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letter portrait 
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EPA Q1 2018 | Randstad Research 

eleva la tasa de paro al 16,74%. Valoración datos de EPA. I trim. 2018 .... El empleo en las empresas públicas ha caído
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datos EPA II trimestre 2016 

La Encuesta de Población Activa (EPA) del segundo trimestre ha ofrecido unos resultados positivos – sube la ocupación y
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Professional Letter 

... minutar y redactar el acta…certificar las mismas…enviar a cada socio la convocatoria y notificación de cada. 1 Peopl
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