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General Picture Area Population



7,234 Km2 (2003)



Population density Official Languages



Basque and Spanish



Capitals



Bilbao, Vitoria – Gasteiz and Donostia – San Sebastián



Airports



Loiu, Hondarribia and Foronda



Main ports



Bilbao and Pasaia



Technology parks



Bizkaia (Zamudio), Gipuzkoa (Miramón) and Araba (Miñano)



Doctors



456 for every one hundred thousand inhabitants



Sports facilities



3,058



Students/teacher Schooling rate Source: Eustat and Author´s own
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2,112,204 (5.4% of the population of the Spanish State) 287.9 Inhabitants / Km2



9.6 Ratio (for secondary education) (15-19 years) (20-29 years)



83.5% 23.5%



The Basque Country A Booming Industrial Reality



T



he Basque Country is a natural and industrial environment



the presence of the necessary conditions, attitudes and



that provides outstanding conditions for the development of



aptitudes for the development of the Basque Maritime Sector,



the Basque Industry Maritime Sector. Its agents, with more



which is extremely active and competitive.



than 300 years of industrial culture, provide excellent professionals, trained in some of the most prestigious Spanish teaching institutions. Its geographical situation and



Strategic Location



modern communications infrastructure, favour freight and human mobility. A large number of back-up institutions help in R&D&I activities and in the spreading of new technologies.



The Basque Country, one of the geographical and communication centres of European Atlantic, has several sea ports, national and international airports, a large and well



The Basque country is situated in the northeast part of the



connected train and motorway network and top quality roads.



Iberian Peninsula and is the largest industrial area in Spain.



Likewise, the logistic centres in the Port of Bilbao and the



It is characterized by its constant adaptation to the changes



Vitoria airport are arrival and departure halls for freight to and



needed for the development of an advanced society, given



from the most important international destinations.
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Industrial and Subcontracting Network Companies (2003):



Exports – Non energetic imports 2004



(Total No.)



171,988



BASQUE



SPANISH



(Persons)



912,500



COUNTRY



STATE



12,793



145,619



9,538



206,980



133.56



70.4



Employed population * Unemployment Rate



7.0%



EXPORTS



Agriculture *



(% population)



1.73



Industry *



(% population)



26.90



IMPORTS



Construction *



(% population)



9.19



(Millions of Euros)



62.18



COVERAGE/ BALANCE OF PAYMENTS



Services *



(% population)



(Millions of Euros)



Steel and special steels. Aeronautics and Aerospace industry. Industrial sectors with



Source: Eustat and Ministry of Economy



Automotive sector.



greater presence:



(%)



Capital goods Electrical household appliances. Electronics, computing and telecommunications. Machine Tools.



Gross Domestic Product - GDP



(Mill. Euros)



44,881



(Euros)



24,552



GDP per inhabitant



Technological Level of Exported Products 1995



Gross added value distribution



2004



Agriculture



(%)



1.36



HIGH



(%)



1.11



2.87



Industry



(%)



32.23



MEDIUM HIGH



(%)



39.95



48.54



Construction



(%)



7.93



MEDIUM LOW



(%)



49.56



40.43



Services



(%)



58.48



LOW



(%)



9.34



8.16



100



100



Imports



(Mill. Euros)



12,474



Exports



(Mill. Euros)



13,521



Research and Development



(%/GDP)



Source: EUSTAT



1.48



Source: Basque Government and Eustat.



GDP EVOLUTION (%)



External trade. Export tendency. (%).



6.0 5.2 3.3 3.0 2.3



3.5 2.7 2.4



4.4 3.8 2.5 2.4 1.7



4.3



4.1



2.7



2.5



Export tendency*



5.3 4.1 3.3



2.6



3.0 2.8 1.6



2.0 1.8 0.8



1994



1995



1996



1997



1998



A.C.B.C.



1999



SPAIN



2000



2001



2002



2.2 1.7 1.0



A. R. Basque Country



30.65



Spain



30.50



France



22.97



United Kingdom



19.3



Germany



33.00



Japan



2003



10.2



Italy



26.00



Source: EUSTAT. 2003.



EUROPEAN UNION



* Exports/GDP



Source: Revenue Department. Basque Government



Quality ISO 9000 Certified Companies



(No.)



4,016



ISO 14001 Certified Companies



(No.)



675



Awarded entities (EFQM Model of Excellence)



(No.)



Q Oro Premio Vasco Calidad de Gestión Q Plata No. of quality certificates/1000 mill. Euros of GDP Source: Department of Industry, Commerce and Tourism. 2004
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5 15 65 11.5 (Third highest rate in Europe)



Industrial Subcontracting Network



projects, etc. "Sociedad para la Promoción y la Reconversión Industrial, S.A." is a Basque Country development agency.



The Basque Country has a long industrial tradition, which began in the dawn of the iron and steel industry, following with shipbuilding and has evolved towards the most advanced technological sectors. The well known business



One of its main missions, is to promote the country as an attractive place to invest in, and to establish business links between overseas and Basque companies. It is greatly experienced in this area, as it has been working in it for over



mentality of the Basque people has given rise to a dense 20 years. SPRI is a privileged way to access a large variety network of small and medium sized specialized companies, providing an industrial network with multiple possibilities for subcontracting.



of financial aid, both public and private, a specially attractive and competitive offer for companies, forming an advanced system for industrial promotion.



Basque Public Administration has created some aid agencies



International Activity



Basque companies are active internationally, with installations and/or strategic alliances in several countries



to provide basic aid to companies in areas such as: quality (Euskalit), environment (Ihobe), energy (Eve), technology (Eite), etc.



around the world, the most important being those in the rest of Europe, Latin America and the Far East.



This is the basic reason behind why the Basque Country is nowadays one of the European areas with the highest amount of ISO 9000 certificates and a greater implementation of the European Excellence Model, EFQM. There is also a great



Administrative Structure



The Basque Country, has a large range of administrative powers, the most important being, industry, education and



awareness of all environmental aspects, which contributes to a low impact on the environment and provides high quality settings, in spite of the industrial density.



public investments. There has been a traditionally wide range of aids to companies: investment for starting up business projects and for developing new products and technological companies, promotion of implementation



The Basque Public Administration, has the best public health system in the whole of the country, Osakidetza, and one of the modernist and most automatised public administrations, that has a specific programme for the development of electronic administration.
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Training Infraestructure Universities



- University of the Basque Country/Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea (UPV/EHU) (public) - University of Deusto/Deustuko Unibertsitatea (private) - University of Navarre (San Sebastian campus) (private) - University of Mondragon (private)



University students (2003)



(No.)



91,000



Nautical and Naval Engineering university students (2003)



400



No. of workers who are studying continuous training courses in the Basque Country (No.)



100,987



Sources: FORCEM, HOBETUZ, Basque Government (Education) and AFM.



R&D Infrastructure R&D Spending



(% GDP)



R&D Spending



(Mill. Euros)



1.49 619 · 80



Private sector Technology Centres: 16



(%)



R&D Spending distribution



Companies: 64 · 17



Universities



·3



Public Research Organisms



Projects of companies in the machine tools sector (Basque Country) in the 5th and 6th Framework programmes of the European Union



43



Sources: EUSTAT y AFM.



BASQUE COUNTRY A.R.



SPANISH STATE



Spending % GDP



1.49



0.96



EUROPEAN UNION 1.90



Business spending % GDP



1.2



0.53



1.14*



Personal FTE/Active population ‰



11.5



7.1



9.5



Personal FTE/Active population ‰



6.1



4.4



5



Source: Eustat 2001, INE 2001 and Eurostat 1999 2000*



Industrial and Economic Infrastructure ACEDE (Electrical Household Appliances) ACICAE (Automotive Sector) ACLIMA (Environment) ADINDE (Basque Maritime Forum) AFM (Machine Tools) CLUSPAP (Paper Cluster) Driving clusters



Energy Cluster Knowledge Cluster GAIA (Electronics, Computing and Telecommunications) HEGAN (Aeronautic and Aerospace Industry) UNIPORT (Cluster of the Port of Bilbao)



Companies located in Technology Parks



(No.)



Industrial Estates



(No.)



Companies using the Internet in their daily management Source: Eustat and Basque Government
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(>10 employees) (%) ( 
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