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At a glance



Plenary – 1 February 2016



TiSA: Recommendations for the negotiations The Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA), currently under negotiation in Geneva, is a plurilateral agreement involving 50 members of the World Trade Organization (WTO). The aim is to liberalise trade in services among those countries, but the EU and others hope to make it part of the WTO rulebook at a later stage. The European Union is the world's largest importer and exporter of services and therefore has a vital interest in both supporting and building a sound regulatory basis for international trade in services. The European Parliament has actively followed TiSA negotiations since the start of the negotiations in spring 2013. During its February plenary session, the EP is due to vote on recommendations setting out for the Commission, as the EU negotiator, the Parliament's priorities for the remainder of the negotiations.



Background



Twenty-three negotiating parties, all of which are members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) – Australia, Canada, Chile, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Hong Kong, Iceland, Israel, Japan, Liechtenstein, Mauritius, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, South Korea, Switzerland, Turkey, and the United States; together with the European Union representing its 28 Member States – are currently involved in drafting a plurilateral agreement on Trade in Services (TiSA). These countries represent 70% of global trade in services. The European Union is the world's leading exporter and importer of services, while around 70% of the EU workforce is employed in the services sector. The negotiations were launched in spring 2013; 15 rounds have taken place so far, and are hosted, in turn, by the Geneva representations of Australia, the United States and the European Union. Table 1 – Leaders in global services trade (excluding intra-EU trade) Country EU-28 United States China Japan India Singapore Switzerland Hong Kong SAR South Korea Canada



Share (%) of world services exports 26.8 18.5 6.0 4.3 4.2 3.6 3.1 2.9 2.9 2.3



Country



Share (%) of world services imports



EU-28 United States China Japan Singapore India Russia South Korea Canada Switzerland



20.1 12.4 10.4 5.2 3.5 3.4 3.2 3.1 2.9 2.5



Source: World Trade Organization, World Trade Report 2015, p. 29.



For the moment, TiSA is being negotiated as an economic integration agreement according to Article V of the WTO rules. The European Union is eager to have the agreement multilateralised, i.e. incorporated into the WTO at a later stage. In order to facilitate such a step, TiSA builds on the principles of the General Agreement of Trade in Services (GATS). Each country chooses how far it is ready to open up its services markets to foreign competition (i.e. give market access), and in which sectors it wants to retain the ability to give preference to domestic service providers over foreign ones (i.e. deviate from the principle of national treatment).
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TiSA: Recommendations for the negotiations



Process at EU level so far



In an unprecedented move to enhance transparency, the European Commission published core (draft) negotiation documents on its website. The Council, in turn, decided to declassify the negotiation mandate given to the European Commission in March 2013. The EU's initial offer contains, among others, substantial commitments in computer, telecommunications, information technology and general business services. As requested by the Council, the EU offer does not contain any commitments in the audiovisual sector, and excludes services 'supplied in the exercise of government authority' from the scope of the agreement. The EU made no market-access offers for public utilities, and explicitly excludes water distribution, publicly funded education, health and social services from national treatment. The engagement not to back-track on current levels of openness ('standstill'), and not to reduce the liberalisation levels attained in the future ('ratchet') is offered for national treatment only, but does not extend to the exceptions listed in the schedules of commitments. Neither does this engagement apply for market-access issues, to allow for possible future revisions of the concessions on market access. Trade agreements, such as TiSA, can only be concluded after the European Parliament has given its consent. Taking Parliament's views on board during the negotiations is therefore instrumental to ensuring adoption of the final text. The European Parliament has already given input to the process with its July 2013 resolution 'on the opening of negotiations on a plurilateral agreement on services' (Procedure 2013/2583 (RSP)). Parliament has also set up a monitoring group that regularly exchanges views with the EU's chief negotiator to stay up-to-date on progress in the negotiations and to convey Parliament's priorities to the European Commission.



The European Parliament's recommendations



The 'report containing the European Parliament's recommendations to the Commission on the TiSA negotiations' (Procedure 2015-2233 (INI); rapporteur Viviane Reding, PPE, Luxembourg) aims to provide the Commission with guidance on Parliament's priorities for the remainder of the TiSA negotiations. The report was prepared by the Committee on International Trade (INTA), while eight other parliamentary committees delivered opinions. The report was adopted by the INTA Committee on 18 January 2016 by 33 votes to 6 (with one abstention), and is due to be discussed in the February plenary. Regarding market access, the report stresses that, to ensure reciprocity, all further commitments by the EU must be met by proportionate offers from the other parties. Trade in services should not lead to regulatory arbitrage and social dumping. European rules should be fully respected when a company provides a service from abroad to European customers. In order to make the exceptions for public utilities watertight under all circumstances, the European Parliament suggests introducing a 'gold standard' into the agreement to cover any service considered as a public service by European, national or regional authorities. European citizens' personal data have to be protected according to the security rules in force in Europe, so that citizens remain in control of their own data. Regarding rules on mobility, the report stresses the need to ensure that nothing will prevent the EU and its Member States from maintaining and applying their labour and social regulations, as well as their legislation on entry and temporary residence. For financial services, MEPs call for a prudential carve-out to be included in TiSA, building on that contained in the CETA agreement with Canada, to allow parties to deviate from their trade commitments when this is necessary for prudential and supervisory reasons. No new commitment should be made that might jeopardise EU financial regulation. Overall, European, national and local authorities' rights to regulate in the public interest should be legally secured. In the words of the rapporteur, the recommendations send the clear message that the European Parliament wants 'better international regulation, not lower domestic regulation' and 'competition by the rules, not for the rules'. Reding sees TiSA as 'an opportunity to shape globalisation, ensure more reciprocity in terms of access to foreign markets and provide more rights to consumers'. Furthermore, 'public services must be unequivocally excluded', the 'right to regulate fully preserved' and European 'fundamental rights and labour standards duly safeguarded'. All in all, TiSA should provide a 'safety net for our citizens at home and a market-opener for our companies abroad'. MEPs also advocate a further increase in transparency by giving all Members of the European Parliament access to all negotiating documents, and stepping up information provided to the general public. MEPs support China's request to join the negotiations with a view to working towards future multilateralisation of the agreement. Members' Research Service



Page 2 of 2 























Empfehlen Sie Dokumente






[image: alt]





European Parliament - Europa EU 

24.10.2017 - F. whereas glyphosate is a non-selective herbicide which kills all herbage; whereas it acts by interfering with the so-called shikimate pathway, a pathway that is also present in algae, bacteria and fungi; whereas sub-lethal exposures of










 


[image: alt]





Briefing - European Parliament - Europa EU 

withdrawal. Water discharges. Reuse. The freshwater cycle. Seeking an additional measure to relieve water stress, the Eu










 


[image: alt]





Background - European Parliament - Europa EU 

31.01.2017 - To protect adopted children's best interests, MEPs want the EU Commission to require all EU countries to recognise each other's adoption certificates automatically. Their draft resolution proposes a European Certificate of Adoption to sp










 


[image: alt]





COM(2016) - European Parliament - Europa EU 

May 25, 2016 - proposal does not impose on traders any disproportionate costs. .... requires traders to keep the version of the online interfaces that the ...










 


[image: alt]





Investment Court System - European Parliament - Europa EU 

D. Gaukrodger and K. Gordon, Investor-State Dispute Settlement: A scoping paper ...... Z. Douglas, J. Pauwelyn, J. E. ViÃ±uales, The Foundations of International ...










 


[image: alt]





Christos Stylianides - European Parliament - Europa EU 

Therefore any country in the world can call on the EU Civil Protection ... disasters: e.g. hurricane Katrina in the USA (2005), the earthquake in Haiti (2010), the.










 


[image: alt]





Syrian conflict - European Parliament - Europa EU 

1 oct. 2015 - ceasefire deal facilitated by the United Nations and brokered with the help of Turkey and Qatar is respect










 


[image: alt]





informe anual - European Parliament - Europa EU 

23 feb. 2017 - They have different nationalities, race, age, sexual and gender identities, they live in different kinds










 


[image: alt]





Franco-German relationship - European Parliament - Europa EU 

French President, Charles de Gaulle, stated that one .... migratory challenge. ... Christian Joerges, Carola Glinski, The European Crisis and the Transformation of ...










 


[image: alt]





Vytenis Andriukaitis - European Parliament - Europa EU 

Biography. Born in 1951, Vytenis Andriukaitis holds a degree in medicine and another degree in history. He has practised as a surgeon since. 1975. He was a ...










 


[image: alt]





Vytenis Andriukaitis - European Parliament - Europa EU 

Photo credit: Â© European Union, 2014. [email protected] · http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu (intranet) http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank (internet).










 


[image: alt]





human rights situation - European Parliament - Europa EU 

Minority rights and LGBT rights. As a result of legal and other measures designed to reinforce Turkmenistan's national i










 


[image: alt]





European Fisheries Control Agency - European Parliament - Europa EU 

throughout the EU, for instance through standardised reporting, the development of control and inspection techniques, th










 


[image: alt]





Preventing radicalisation in the EU - European Parliament - Europa EU 

19 nov. 2015 - Excellence; and 4) the progressive setting up of a European Counter-Terrorism Centre within Europol, to s










 


[image: alt]





guide to eu funding - European Parliament - Europa EU 

help prepare high quality major projects to be co-financed by two EU Structural and Investment Funds (European Regional










 


[image: alt]





European Parliament rejects ACTA | News | European Parliament 

Jul 4, 2012 - The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA), was rejected by the European Parliament on Wednesday, and hence cannot become law in ...










 


[image: alt]





Youth Education & Entrepreneurship - European Parliament - Europa ... 

12 ago. 2015 - education make sure their programmes reach a wide range of schools and teachers? Presentation ...... Econ










 


[image: alt]





Biotechnology - European Commission - Europa EU 

Biotechnologie und Gentechnik. Effet positif. Pas d'effet. Positive effect. Positiver Effekt. Effet nÃ©gatif. Negative effect. Negativer Effekt. No effect. Kein Effekt. NSP.










 


[image: alt]





GI - European Commission - Europa EU 

Programm); Gewinne fÃ¼r Lokalunternehmen aus dem Verkauf von Materialien und ..... Spender symbolischer Inhaber einer â€žGrÃ¼nband-Aktieâ€œ und erhÃ¤lt zum ...










 


[image: alt]





GI - European Commission - Europa EU 

früheren Industriegebiet Tourismusmöglichkeiten zu eröffnen. ... 4 Gigawattstunden/Jahr (erstes Förderprogramm) und 3,1 Gigawattstunden/Jahr (zweites .... Planungsbeschlüssen kann dazu beitragen, Konfliktsituationen und zeitliche ...










 


[image: alt]





EDiMA - European Commission - Europa EU 

EDiMA, the European association representing online platforms, welcomes the .... "Trader" is any natural or legal person using an online platform for business or ...










 


[image: alt]





participation - European Commission - Europa EU 

Oct 13, 2015 - disclosing trial data runs the risk of releasing trade se- ...... sche Risiken hervorrufen. ..... garantieren, dass sie ohne unzumutbare praktische.










 


[image: alt]





EEA - European Commission - Europa EU 

example, when the trader neglects consumer rights (in case of non delivery or withdrawal) or has gone bankrupt, or when a card transaction was not authorised.










 


[image: alt]





Biotechnology - European Commission - Europa EU 

LV. Latvia. LU. Luxembourg. HU. Hungary. MT. Malta. NL. The Netherlands. AT ...... bringen einigen Menschen Vorteile, fÃ¼r andere stellen sie aber ein Risiko dar.










 











Copyright © 2024 P.PDFDOKUMENT.COM. Alle Rechte vorbehalten.

Über uns |
Datenschutz-Bestimmungen |
Geschäftsbedingungen |
Hilfe |
Copyright |
Kontaktiere uns










×
Anmelden






Email




Password







 Erinnere dich an mich

Passwort vergessen?




Anmelden














