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READINGTON TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN



PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE



Rica parcel, 39 acres, Block 75 Lot 19.01, fee purchase. Readington has a contract pending to purchase this 39-acre parcel in fee. It is contiguous to the Lane Farm and also protects a significant stretch of the riparian corridor for the Pleasant Run, with significant wetlands and floodplain as well as upland areas presently in a meadow condition. KCR, 6 acres and 34 acres, Block 76 Lot 3.01 and a portion of Lot 3. Six acres of this tract, which is adjacent to the Pleasant Run and includes a significant tributary to the stream is under contract to be purchased by the Township. A 34acre portion contiguous to it will be dedicated to the Township shortly as the open space set aside from a development cluster. The resulting 40 acres of open space will provide protection for both successional and riparian habitat.



Three Bridges Village Agriculture remains very viable in the Three Bridges area. This village is totally surrounded by large blocks of farmland to the north, east, and west and the South Branch of the Raritan River to the South. Preservation of a portion of the Burjan farm, the Mason farm and the Kanach farm have resulted in 575acres permanently deed restricted to agriculture. An additional farmland preservation project is underway. The need for active recreation opportunities in the area is being satisfied with the development of a 48 acre parcel on Summer Road not far away. A small neighborhood park within walking distance of the village has been an agreed on goal for many years but not yet realized. Recent open space preservation efforts have lead to the acquisition of the following tract in this sub-area: Burjan Farm, 128 acres, Block 93 Lot 28, farmland preservation. The view across this farm, the adjacent preserved farms, and the valley of the South Branch of the Raritan River is one of the beautiful views that have historically been enjoyed and loved by all the residents of Hunterdon County. The recent preservation of this farm protects this view, and completes a green belt around the historic village of Three Bridges. South Branch of the Raritan River Corridor The South Branch of the Raritan River forms the Southern most boundary of our Township. State Green Acres efforts have resulted in public ownership of almost all of the land adjacent to the river from Stanton Station to Dart's Mill. For the section of frontage that runs from Darts Mill to Route 202, Township efforts have CLARKE • CATON • HINTZ A Professional Carporation
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resulted in the preservation of the Brokaw tract, with one section of this in Township ownership. From Route 202 to the Somerset County line, the river frontage is made up of small parcels sandwiched between the railroad and the river. Continued efforts should be made to preserve lands along this river, which is the major river corridor for the region. Also efforts should be continued to acquire public access to the river frontage. Recent open space preservation follow:ing tracts in this sub-area:



efforts have lead to the acquisition



of the



Bartles Farm, 87 acres, Block 72 Lot 5, farmland preservation. The easement on this farm is now owned by Readington Township and Readington has received final approval for state funding. Its location makes it significant to the preservation of the river corridor. Kanach/Illva Saronno Farm, 87 acres, easement purchase. This farm is under contract to be purchased as a part of the larger Illva Saronno tract. Readington will deed restrict the property for open space, conservation, and historic preservation and sell the farm at auction. Although the easement will be funded by Green Acres money, the property will remain available for agriculture. In addition, it protects valuable riparian lands along the Lazy Brook, and enhances grasslands habitat on the adjoining future public land. Raritan River Preserve, Illva Sarrono Tract 344 acres, Block 74 Lot 7, Block 79 Lots 2 and 3, fee purchase. Readington is under contract to purchase this land from Illva Sorranno, and also under contract to immediately resell the land to the State Natural Lands Trust. The Division of Fish and Wildlife will manage the Land for habitat and watershed protection. The uplands portion of this tract will be provide rare and valuable habitat for threatened and endangered grassland birds. Raritan River Preserve, Fallone,.140 acres, Block 73 Lot 27, Block 74 Lots 8, 9, and 11 and Block 79 Lot 4. This open land is under contract for purchase by the municipality and this tract also will be purchased shortly afterwards by the Division of Fish and Wildlife. The entire Raritan River Preserve will total close to 500 acres of land managed for habitat and watershed protection. The large size of the tract assures the continued health and diversity of the existing high quality ecosystem.
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IMPLEMENTATION



Implementation of the goals, objectives and policies within this plan element should balance open space acquisition priorities, the various mechanisms of maintaining open space and the resources available to acquire open space. There is not a single formula that will work for all cases, but the methods described herein provide a suitable menu of current tools for achieving open space preservation goals. Although "this plan identifies priorities for preservation, there should be flexibility in the application of these priorities to reflect the opportunities to preserve open space as they arise.



Open Space Preservation Mechanisms The following tools have been used in the designation of open space within Readington. It is recommended that the Township continue to employ these mechanisms as appropriate. Active Recreation Purchases Readington has made three land purchases for active recreation without the benefit of Green Acres Funds. Since siting of active recreation is often difficult because of neighborhood concerns and the need for levelland for playing fields, Readington reacted quickly when appropriate pieces became available at a reasonable price. The Township has purchased three separate sites that total 121 acres designated specifically for active recreation. These are the approximately 20-acre Pickell Park, the 54-acre Hillcrest Park, and the 48-acre Summer Road Park. Green Acres Grants Readington has applied for and received 4 Green Acres grants. The four properties were selected to implement a portion of Readington's Open Space Plan.



Open Space Cluster Ordinance Readington's open space cluster ordinance has resulted in over 500 acres of land being donated to the Township, as part of the subdivision process. The majority of this land is held for conservation and passive recreation purposes. A 14-acre parcel near Readington School is being used for active recreation, with two CLARKE
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••• Township of Readington 2007 Reexamination of the Master Plan
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Open Space and Farmland Preservation Preservation efforts should continue, given the ongoing support of the State and Hunterdon County. The recently updated Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan should be updated to reflect any changes in preservation priorities and opportunities as they arise, but no immediate changes are necessary to the master plan. This issue remains valid. The Township is in the process of updating its Farmland Preservation Program and master plan element in accordance with the newly adopted SADC rules. A public hearing and planning board adoption is scheduled for the end of the year in order to access municipal PIG funding for 2008. Historic Preservation Plan Element This Historic Preservation Plan element should be updated to contain design guidelines for historic structures and districts. The historic preservation element has not been fully updated; however, historic areas architectural design guidelines were adopted in 2004. These guidelines apply to all development, renovation, alteration, and reconstruction within historic areas of the Township as defined in the master plan. Recycling Plan Element The Recycling plan element should be updated. This issue has yet to be addressed and remains valid. Curbside recyclable pickup is provided on a bi-weekly basis to all township residents by Raritan Valley Disposal. The Township Recycling Center is open year-round and collects normal recyclables plus items such as batteries, clothes washers and dryers, and scrap metal. The County has instituted new recycling measures that mandate 50% of the Township's waste stream be recyclable. The Township is working towards meeting that standard and will investigate updating the recycling plan element to incorporate state goals.
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4. RELEVANT CHANGES



IN ASSUMPTIONS,



POLICIES



AT THE LOCAL, COUNTY AND STATE LEVELS
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Farmland Preservation The citizens of New Jersey voted, by a 2-tO-1margin, on November 3, 1998 to fund the farmland purchase program. This authorized $1.5 billion in preservation funds over 10 years. In 1999, Readington was awarded $3.18 million through the NJ State Agriculture Development CommitteejHunterdon County Agriculture Development Board in Planning Incentive Grants for farmland preservation. Both the State and the County have become active supporters of farmland preservation. In November of 2007 statewide voters approved a referendum authorizing an additional $200 million in bond financing for the Garden State Preservation Trust. The Township continues its active role in preserving farmland. As of October 2007, there were 4,567 acres of preserved farmland in Readington, plus 119 acres under contract for preservation. This figure includes easements acquired via Green Acres, Cluster Development, and Donation. This equates to approximately 20% of the farmland currently preserved within in Hunterdon County. At the local level there has been a preferential shift in the Township for open space preservation over farmland preservation . Open Space Preservation As with farmland preservation, Readington has increased its efforts to obtain funding for open space preservation. Readington continues to actively acquire undeveloped tracts for open space preservation, with particular attention to those tracts that impact critical environmental resources. Mechanisms employed by the Township include fee simple purchase, purchase of development rights, donations and preservation of open space through the cluster subdivision provisions. Readington supports these activities through tax revenue and through partnerships with the State of New Jersey Green Acres, the Trust for Public Land and Hunterdon County. As of 2007, 1,959 acres have been preserved as township-owned open space, 873 acres are State-owned open space, and 686 acres are County-owned open space. Including farmland, Readington's total preserved land stands at an impressive 8,204 acres. The Township will continue to
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& OBJECTIVES AT



LAST REEXAMINATION



and has made recommendations regarding the rezoning of these parcels to better align the zone plan with the goals and objectives of the master plan. The issue remains valid.



B Zone - Route 202-Three Bridges Two areas zoned Business (B) remain along the Route 202 corridor. These areas should be studied to determine their compatibility with the surrounding zoning and if any zoning changes are necessary. There have been no changes since the last reexamination report. This issue remains valid.



Open Space and Farmland Preservation Preservation efforts should continue, given the ongoing support of the State and Hunterdon County. The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan along with the soon to be adopted Farmland Preservation Plan should be updated to reflect any changes in preservation priorities and opportunities as they arise, but no immediate changes are necessary to the master plan. This issue has been partially addressed. The Township updated its Farmland Preservation Program and master plan element December 2008 in accordance with the newly adopted SADC rules. This was a new comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan. New priorities within the Recreation and Open Space Plan have not been addressed since the last reexamination report and remain valid.



Community Farm Stand The Township has expressed an interest in creating a public, community farm stand on Township owned property. This facility could be utilized by Township farmers to sell and display their produce in, ideally, a visible location along a major highway like Route 202 or Route 22. The Township should review current and potential sites and further investigate the feasibility of developing such a facility. This issue has yet to be addressed and remains valid.
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Energy Independence



and Security Act of 2007



On December 19, 2007 President Bush signed the Energy Independence and Security Act into law. This federal law seeks to increase energy efficiency and the availability of renewable energy. The key provisions of the law deal with increasing automobile fuel economy, increasing the use of renewable fuels, setting new standards for energy efficiency, and the repeal of certain oil and gas tax incentives. Of particular importance for the Township are the provisions that set a variety of new energy efficiency standards for lighting. Specifically, the law will phase out the use of incandescent light bulbs (with some exceptions) and set strict efficiency standards for metal halide lamps (commonly used in exterior site lighting). The Township should examine the provisions of its lighting ordinance to determine what changes may be necessary to conform to the provisions of the new law.



Farmland



Preservation



authorizing In November of 2007 New Jersey voters approved a referendum additional $200 million in bond financing for the Garden State Preservation Trust.



an



The Township continues its active role in preserving farmland. As of October 2008, there were 4,567 acres of preserved farmland in Readington, plus II9 acres under contract for preservation. This figure includes easements acquired via Green Acres, Cluster Development, and Donation. This equates to approximately 20% of the farmland currently preserved within in Hunterdon County.



Open Space Preservation As with farmland preservation, Readington has increased its efforts to obtain funding for open space preservation. Readington continues to actively acquire undeveloped tracts for open space preservation, with particular attention to those tracts that impact critical environmental resources. Mechanisms employed by the Township include fee simple purchase, purchase of development rights, donations and preservation of open space through the cluster subdivision provisions. Readington supports these activities through tax revenue and through partnerships with the State of New Jersey Green Acres, the Trust for Public Land and Hunterdon County. As of 2008, 1,959 acres have been preserved as township-owned open space, 873 acres are State-owned open space, and 686 acres are County-owned open space. Including farmland, Readington's total preserved land stands at an impressive 8,204 acres. The Township will continue to Readington Township Master Plan Reexamination March 9,20091
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pursue open space preservation, funding sources.



supported



by Green Acres funding,



county, and local



North County library. Hunterdon County has been investigating locations to construct a new North County Library. The Township has expressed a preference for the area around the Route 523/Route 22 intersection. This area is conveniently located, highly visible, and contains several larger properties that could accommodate the library.



Hunterdon



County Growth Management



Plan



In September 20°7, Hunterdon County released a draft, county-wide, growth management plan that provides a vision for the County through the year 2020. The overriding themes of the plan center on the need to preserve the county's remaining agricultural landscape, to support a healthy, sustainable environment, and to establish an extensive network of public open spaces, farmland and protected natural resources. Recognizing, however, that additional growth will continue to occur, the plan offers guidance on how to make new development best fit into the County's unique, ecologically sensitive landscape.



State plan Cross Acceptance Process From 2004 through 20°7. the Township participated with Hunterdon County in the State Plan Cross Acceptance process. Readington Township was part of county planning region 5 that also included Clinton Town, Clinton Township, Lebanon Borough, High Bridge Borough, Franklin Township, and Union Township. Several significant planning area changes are recommended for Readington including completely removing the PA 4 and PA 2 designations from the Township. The PA 2 designation would be replaced with a combination of PA 3, PA 4B, and PA 5, the goal being to better protect environmentally sensitive areas, limit additional growth outside of the identified Whitehouse Station Community Development boundary, and provide a buffer from more intensely developed areas to the east in Branchburg Township. In addition, the Township has proposed the villages of Whitehouse Station and Three Bridges as centers. It should also be noted that the Township identified a critical environmental site (CES) within the Village of Whitehouse Station. A new State plan is underway, but has not yet been released.



Readington



Township



Master



Plan Reexamination



March 9. 20091 Page; 2] 0132



2010 MAYOR'S COMMENTS: Mayor Shamey made the following comments: I would like to welcome all of our fellow committee members, Vita and Sharon, our Township Attorney and all of our family members and guests for coming out this evening for the 20 10 Reorganization Meeting of the Readington Township Committee. I would like to start by recognizing the service of Julia Allen to our Township. Juliajust completed her 13th year as a member of this committee and her third term as mayor. Julia has served this township incredibly over the past numerous years and Readington Township looks the way it does in no small measure to Julia's efforts. I would like to also briefly thank my fellow township committee members with whom I have served on this committee for quite some time now; Tom, Frank, Julia and Bunny, it's a pleasure to serve with all of you. Thanks to Vita Mekovetz, our Administrator and Municipal Clerk and her staff for all their hard work and support over the years, thanks to my daughter for holding the bible and thanks to my wife, Jane and stepsons, William and Andrew for their presence here tonight.
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Looking back on 2009, Readington Township continued its highly successful farmland and open space preservation program and to date has preserved 8,765 acres of farmland and open space, including 71 farms which have been permanently preserved. Readington Township ranks second in Hunterdon County in preservation ofland, preserving approximately 30% of the land area of the Township and ranks in the top (ten) lOin the State of New Jersey. Litigation with Toll Brothers has been settled, which resulted in the permanent preservation of 310 acres in the southern portion of the Township near Three Bridges. Readington Township amended the land use element of its Master Plan in 2009 in order to bring the Township into compliance with the State Water Quality Management Act. In addition, the Township amended the land use element of the Master Plan to make the Township eligible for continued farmland preservation funding under the Municipal Planning Incentive Grant Program for 2010. Readington Township has worked very hard to comply with the monumental task of affordable housing; after addressing the Township's total affordable housing obligations for the period 1987, when COAH was first implemented, through 2018, the Council on Affordable Housing granted Readington Township third round substantive certification. This certification shall remain in effect through 2018.



AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF A PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED ORDINANCE #06-2003 BY THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON ESTABLISHING AN OPEN SPACE ADVISORY BOARD Ordinance #05-2010 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township County of H unterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows



of Readington,



SECTION 1. Open Space Advisory



of Readington



There is hereby established Board.



in and for the Township



an



SECTION 2. Section 2.3 pertaining to responsibilities of the Open Space Advisory Board to update the open space plan is hereby amended as follows [additions are indicated thus, npIptinm; are indicated thus):



I.



Meet at least four (4) times per year;



2.



Make recommendations in the Township;



3.



Update the open space plan on an semi annual



4.



Engage in public outreach regarding open space matters on behalf of the Township such as through newsletter articles and encouraging and receiving citizen output;



5.



Carry out such other advisory, educational and informational will promote open space preservation in the Township; and



6.



Keep records of its meetings and activities and make an annual report to the Township Committee. The Board may select a Secretary for this purpose, who mayor may not be a member of the Open Space Advisory Board.



to the Township



Committee



SECTION 3. Section 3.1 pertaining to MEMBERSHIP [additions are indicated thus, deletions are indicated thus):



I.



regarding



annual



open space



basis;



functions as



is hereby amended



as follows



The Open Space Advisory Board shall consist of scnn (7) nine (9) members appointed by the Mayor and approved by the remainder of the Township Committee. The Board shall include one (1) member of the Township Committee, one (1) member of the Planning Board, one (1) member of the Environmental Commission, and the rest, from the public at large; all members shall be residents of Readington Township. The members shall serve without compensation except that they shall be reimbursed for expenses incurred in the performance of official business. The Mayor shall designate one of such members to serve as Chairman and presiding officer of the Board; the Mayor shall also designate a Vice-Chaim1an. The terms of office of the first Board shall be for one (1), two (2) or three (3) years, to be designated by the Mayor in making his or her appointments, and their successors shall be appointed for tem1S of three (3) years and until the appointment and qualification of their successors. The first



members of the Board shall be appointed members will expire each year.



so that the terms of two (2) of the



2.



A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration appointing authority for the unexpired term only.



3.



No member may act on any matter in which he or she has, either directly or indirectly, any personal or financial interest.



4.



A member of the Open Space Advisory Board may (after public hearing if he or she requests it) be removed by the Governing Body for cause.



SECTION



I.



4.



of term shall be filed by the



OTHER



All meetings shall comply with the New Jersey Open Public Meetings



Act



(N.J.5.A. 10:4-7, ef seq.). 2.



The Open Space Advisory Board may secure the voluntary assistance of the public. It may also (a) appoint such clerks or other employees as it may time to time require and (b) may retain consultants or experts provided that, under both circumstances (a) or (b) above, same shall be within the limits of funds appropriated to it by the Township Committee.



SECTION 5.



Ifany portion of this Ordinance shall be deemed invalid, such portion shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the ordinance. SECTION 6.



and publication



This Ordinance required by law.



I hereby certify that the attached



shall become effective immediately



ordinance



upon final adoption



is a true and COITect copy of an ordinance



entitled



AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF A PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED ORDINANCE #06-2003 BY THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON ESTABLISHING AN OPEN SPACE AD VISOR Y BOARD which was introduced at the meeting of Readington Township Committee on February



1,2010 adopted at the meeting of the Readington



Township



Committee



15,2010.



7f1.Lf!.e~.T Vita Mekovetz, Municipal



Clerk



RMC/MM~/RPPO



on March 
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