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Ref. Ares(2013)3675003 - 09/12/2013



EUROPEAN COMMISSION HEALTH AND CONSUMERS DIRECTORATE-GENERAL Safety of the Food Chain



Biotechnology



Brussels, SANCO/E1/ТВ/oz sanco.ddg2.e. 1(2013)3888664



Dear Madam, Dear Sir, Subject:



Foodwatch online action for clear and uniform labelling of genetic engineering



I thank you for the petition sent to Commissioners Borg and Ciolos related to labelling of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs). Commissioners Borg and Ciolos have asked me to reply on their behalf. First of all, the Commission reminds the petitioners that the GMO legislation (Directive 2001/18/EC1 and Regulation (EC) No 1829/20032) sets that GMOs can be authorised in the EU only after having successfully been through a stringent risk assessment process guarantying that they are safe for human and animal health and for the environment. The Commission considers it necessary to properly inform the consumers on the presence of authorised GMOs in foodstuffs and feed, allowing them to make an informed purchasing choice. The GMO legislation ensures that consumers are comprehensively informed on the presence of GMOs in food and feed. An exception applies only when food and feed contain GMOs in a proportion not higher than 0,9% of the food or feed ingredient considered individually, provided that this presence is adventitious or technically unavoidable. Recital 16 of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 provides that authorisation and labelling requirements do not apply to products obtained from animals fed with GMOs, such as eggs, meat or dairy products. Indeed the determining factor to decide if a product falls under its scope is whether or not material derived from the GM source material is present in the food, and this is not the case for the above mentioned products. This was confirmed by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) on 19 July 2007, which published a statement3, after thorough analysis of the existing scientific evidence, concluding that: •



Biologically active genes and proteins are common constituents of food and feed in varying amounts. After ingestion, a rapid degradation into short DNA or peptide fragments is observed in the gastrointestinal tract of animals.



1 OJ



L 106, 17.4.2001



2 OJ



L 268, 18.10.2003
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http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsaioumal/doc/744.pdf
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•



To date, a large number of experimental studies with livestock have shown that recombinant DNA fragments or proteins derived from GM plants have not been detected in tissues, fluids or edible products of farm animals like broilers, cattle, pigs or quails.



Having said that, the EU legislation does not prevent the use of "GM-free" labels signalling that foodstuffs do not contain GM crops, or were not produced using GMOs, provided that they respect the general rules on food labelling. Such labels are being developed in several Member States and the Commission has launched a study to gain a better understanding of the scopes and specifications of these labels in the EU, and to assess the need for a possible harmonisation of this field. The results of the study will be published soon, and will serve as a basis for an open discussion on the matter with Member States and stakeholders. I hope the elements above will reassure the petitioners about the commitment of the Commission to address their concerns, within the limits of the EU legislation adopted by the European Parliament and the Member States.



Yours sincerely,



Dorothée André Head of Unit
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Page 1 ------- - -- --- Âº - - - - EUROPEAN COMMISSION Brussels, XXX ... 

The main results when it comes to policy options for the future were: .... Option A encourages self-regulation for protection of minors and consumers on video- ...
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Dear Parents 

Everyone entering the building will need to enter through the south door at the front of the building. Students who come
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Dear Parents 

No fighting or play-fighting. These students will be subject ... Perfect Attendance awards will not be given to students
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DEAR Tuesday 

If you pledge $1 for every 25 minutes of ... D.E.A.R. Tuesday donations are due by February 15, 2019 ... That's 500 kids
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Dear Parent 

Dear Parents,. We would like to inform you that for School Year 2019-2020, only special diets that are ordered for diagn
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Dear Bob, 

Manresa, 21 de Enero de 2015. Apreciados,. El pasado mes de Septiembre MACSA fue la ganadora Nacional por segundo año co
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Dear Jackie, 

Mit Akupunktur, Coaching und Naturheilkunde die Angst vor dem Zahnarzt- besuch Ã¼berwinden. Berlin, 2012. Herzklopfen und ein mulmiges GefÃ¼hl kennt wohl ...
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Dear Father 

All Pastors, Administrators, Parish Life Coordinators, Priests and Deacons. From: Alejandro Barraza ... beautiful enviro
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Dear Wlad 

1. Llene este formulario de solicitud, proporcione todos los documentos ... Plaza, Oakland, California, 94612 o en línea
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Dear Jackie, 

stehen ganz oben auf der Liste der Patientenwünsche, wenn es um die Entschei- dung für ein Zahnimplantat geht, weiß Zahnarzt Jens Ladewig aus Berlin.
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Dear Parents 

The state of Texas requires that the following information be completed for each student that enrolls for the first time
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Dear Parents 

should check in at the office before going to class. ... require all parents to stop by the office if you need your chil
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Dear Parents 

26 jun. 2019 - Toda la informaciÃ³n puede que este disponible a usted en mi oficina llame al 542-7475. Si a usted le int
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Dear Jackie, 

Este programa, que proporciona el instrumental necesario para poder comenzar la carrera profesional, formación continuad
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Dear Parents & Players 

hace 2 días - No cut, no experience necessary, summer conditioning helpful. Frosh, Sophomore, JV & Varsity levels. G
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Dear Parent - PBS Kids 

Juegos con la gráfica de centenares. All video clips, games, and activities in this resource can be found at pbskids.org
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Dear Parents & Players 

22 oct. 2018 - ETHS Sports Programs – 2018-2019. Frosh=Freshman; Soph=Sophomore; ... to improve your personal best times
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Dear Parent or Guardian 

MENDHAM BOROUGH BOARD OF EDUCATION ... en la solicitud será compartida con NJ FamilyCare para determinar si su niño(a) c
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European Commission 

fÃ¼r illegale. Parteienfinanzierung werden in der EU selten verhÃ¤ngt. 4. Risikobereiche. â€¢. Innerhalb der Mitgliedstaaten bestehen hÃ¶here Korruptionsrisiken auf.
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Dear Family AWS 

Press, 2001. Monster Musical. Chairs by Stuart J. Murphy. HarperCollins. Children's Books, 2000. Literature. Look for th
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Dear Parents & Players 

[PDF]Dear Parents & Players - S3https://s3.amazonaws.com/pubtemp/live/content/evanston/.../20150520050545.pdfEn cach
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Dear Parents & Players 

17 ago. 2018 - Wednesday, August 8, 2018. No cut, no experience ... Monday, August 6, 2018. No cut. No experience ... Mo
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Dear Parents and Guardians 

22 nov. 2018 - 350 AVENUE X. Phone: (718) 645-2862. BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11223 http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/21/k21
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Dear Parent/Guardian 

El amplio plan de administración disciplinaria del Distrito, ... En caso de conflicto entre el SCC y la política del Dis
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