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Dear Friends,



Estimados amigos,



Our gracious Lord has blessed us abundantly and, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we have grown together, evolving into the giving and caring community of faith we are today.



Nuestro Señor, nos ha bendecido de manera abundante y, bajo la guía del Espíritu Santo, hemos crecido juntos, convirtiendonos en la comunidad de fe, generosa y cuidadosa.



Through our Pastoral Plan, Encounter that Leads to Transformation, we have experienced Jesus Christ in a more intentional way, and developed a roadmap for a vibrant and secure future for our diocese. In this spirit, we have launched the Encountering Christ campaign to benefit parishes and important diocesan ministries. The campaign goal of $85 million will allow us to fulfill our mission as we outlined in the Pastoral Plan. Our Lady of Lourdes has a goal of $73,500, which will be directed entirely to the needs of the diocese. Please take a moment to review the impact Encountering Christ will have in our diocese. Sincerely in Christ,



A través de nuestro Plan Pastoral, Encuentro que Lleva a la Transformación, hemos experimentado a Jesucristo de una manera más intencional, y hemos desarrollado un mapa del camino hacia un futuro vibrante y seguro para esta diócesis. En este espíritu, hemos lanzado la campaña Encontrando a Cristo para beneficiar a parroquias e importantes ministerios diocesanos. La meta de la campaña de $85 millones nos permitirá cumplir nuestra misión, tal como es descrita en el Plan Pastoral. Our Lady of Lourdes tiene una meta de $ 73,500, que estará dirigida completamente a las necesidades de la diócesis. Por favor, tome un momento para revisar el impacto que Encontrando a Cristo tendrá en nuestra diócesis. Sinceramente en Cristo,



Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez Bishop of Austin



Father Timothy V. Vaverek Pastor



Monseñor José S. Vásquez Obispo de Austin Father Timothy V. Vaverek Párroco



Encountering Christ The Diocese of Austin is a thriving and growing community of more than 500,000 brothers and sisters in Christ. Our faithfilled presence has had a profound influence on Central Texas, and we continue to welcome more and more faithful to our parishes and missions each year. Our diocese has seen many changes over the last 70 years. In the last dozen years alone, the number of Catholics in our area has grown by more than 25 percent. To address the challenges and opportunities these changes have created, the diocese spent a year praying about, reflecting upon and discussing a vision for our future. This year of discernment resulted in Encounter that Leads to Transformation, our Pastoral Plan inviting all members of our diocese to a deeper encounter with Jesus Christ, leading to renewal and transformation of ourselves, our homes, our ministries and our community.



Photo courtesy of Joshua Guenther



$12 million to support our clergy The men who dedicate their lives to serving us need our support at all stages of their journey. By supporting our clergy from seminary through retirement, we will encourage seminarians and priests to experience the fullness of their vocation, lifting them up as they help us consider and live out our own calling.



$14 million to embrace discipleship



Strengthened by prayer, Encountering Christ allows us — in a spirit of stewardship and unity — to build a vibrant and secure future for the Diocese of Austin. This campaign will raise a minimum of $85 million to fulfill the vision of our Pastoral Plan and share in: • Supporting Our Clergy • Strengthening Parishes • Emerging Disciples • Embracing Discipleship



Fostering encounters with Jesus Christ leads to a deeper engagement that will transform our ministry, resulting in true missionary discipleship. Witnessing our faith is an essential part of Catholic-Christian discipleship.



Aaron Center, St. Mary in Lampasas provided priests from 1939 to 1955, and St. Thomas in Hamilton currently helps pay for our shared pastor. Today, Our Lady of Lourdes is a vibrant parish of 140 families with a large religious education program and other ministries and activities. Because we practice Christian almsgiving, the parish receives enough money to pay our bills and assist those in need. Since we are financially secure, our entire Encountering Christ campaign will go to support the diocese. The many worthy diocesan projects described in this brochure are more than any single parish could afford. Together, we are able to do much more. Please be generous.



$20 million for emerging disciples Our responsibility as Catholics is to ensure future generations of disciples are well-formed, prepared and excited to embrace and share their faith with our world. We continually seek to support the spiritual development of our children and young adults as well as engage them in educational and formational opportunities.



$35.5 million to strengthen parishes Our diocese benefits from the diversity of our 123 parishes and missions, which are urban and rural, small and large, multilingual, with schools and without. Given the critical role of parishes, ensuring their strength and sustainability is of the utmost importance.



Our strong and generous parish Our Lady of Lourdes Parish was established through the dedication of a few families and the bishop’s 1939 decision to have the priest in Lampasas care for Coryell County. The parish was founded in 1948 and received a resident pastor in 1955. Our present church and rectory were built in 1965. We have benefited enormously from the generosity of others: The Catholic Extension Society helped pay for our buildings, the diocese assisted with the



AN INVITATION Let us reflect on the many blessings the Lord has given us. Recognizing that all of our material goods are gifts from the Lord, we are asked in the Gospel to give back a portion of these gifts in thanksgiving for God’s generosity and goodness to us. Your gift is an opportunity to leave a legacy for the Catholic Church in Central Texas. Scripture tells us that Christian stewardship goes beyond giving of our surplus. It is a gift made from our substance. It is in this spirit of Christian stewardship that we undertake this extraordinary campaign of Encountering Christ.



Encontrando a Cristo La Diócesis de Austin es una comunidad floreciente y creciente de más de 500,000 hermanos y hermanas en Cristo. Nuestra presencia llena de fe, ha tenido una profunda influencia en el Centro de Texas y continuamos dando la bienvenida a más y más fieles a nuestras parroquias y misiones cada año. Nuestra diócesis ha visto muchos cambios durante los últimos 70 años. En los últimos doce años tan solo, el número de Católicos en nuestro área ha crecido por más del 25 por ciento. Para abordar los retos y oportunidades que estos cambios han creado, la diócesis pasó un año orando, reflexionando y discutiendo sobre una visión para nuestro futuro. Este año de discernimiento resultó en Encuentro que Lleva a la Transformación, nuestro Plan Pastoral que invita a todos los miembros de nuestras diócesis a un encuentro con Jesucristo más profundo, llevando a la renovación y transformación de nosotros mismos, nuestros hogares, nuestros ministerios y nuestra comunidad.



Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Foto cortesía de Joshua Guenther



$12 millones para apoyar a nuestro clero Los hombres que dedican sus vidas a servirnos necesitan nuestro apoyo en todas las etapas de su jornada. Al apoyar a nuestro clero desde el seminario hasta el retiro, alentaremos a los seminaristas y sacerdotes a experimentar la plenitud de su vocación, reconociéndolos a medida que nos ayudan a considerar y vivir nuestro propio llamado.



$14 millones para dar la bienvenida al discipulado



Fortalecidos por la oración, Encontrando a Cristo nos permite — en un espíritu de corresponsabilidad y unidad — construir un futuro vibrante y seguro para la Diócesis de Austin. Esta campaña reunirá un mínimo de $85 millones para cumplir la visión de nuestro Plan Pastoral y compartir en: • Apoyar a Nuestro Clero • Fortalecer Parroquias • Discípulos Emergentes • El Dar la Bienvenida al Discipulado



Fomentar encuentros con Jesucristo conduce a un compromiso más profundo que transformará nuestro ministerio, dando como resultado un verdadero discipulado misionero. Dar testimonio de nuestra fe es una parte esencial del discipulado Católico-Cristiano.



actualmente St. Thomas en Hamilton, contribuye a pagar por nuestro Párroco ya que es compartido.



Gatesville



Hoy somos una Parroquia de 140 familias con un gran programa de Educación Religiosa y varias actividades parroquiales. Debido a que participemos en la ofrenda Cristiana, la parroquia recibe suficiente dinero para pagar nuestras facturas y ayudar a aquellos que lo necesiten. Dado que no tenemos necesidad financiera, la campaña Encontrando a Cristo será 100% para la Diócesis. Muchos de los proyectos Diocesanos mencionados en este folleto, cuestan mucho más que lo que la parroquia pudiera dar, juntos podemos hacer mucho, por favor sea generoso.



$20 millones para discípulos emergentes Nuestra responsabilidad como Católicos es asegurar que las generaciones futuras de discípulos estén bien formadas, preparadas y entusiasmadas para que den la bienvenida y compartan su fe con nuestro mundo. Continuamente buscamos apoyar el desarrollo espiritual de nuestros niños y adultos jóvenes, así como también involucrarlos en oportunidades educativas y formativas.



$35.5 millones para fortalecer parroquias Nuestra diócesis se beneficia de la diversidad de nuestras 123 parroquias y misiones, las cuales son urbanas y rurales, pequeñas y grandes, multilingües, con escuelas y sin ellas. Dado el papel crítico de las parroquias, garantizar su fortaleza y sostenibilidad es de suma importancia.



Nuestra parroquia fuerte y generos La Parroquia de Our Lady of Lourdes se estableció debido a unas pocas familias católicas y la decisión del Obispo en 1939, de que el Sacerdote de Lampasas hiciera ministerio en el Condado de Coryell. La parroquia se fundó en 1948 y tuvo un párroco residente en 1955. La Iglesia y la rectoría presente, fueron construidos en 1965. Nos hemos beneficiado enormemente de la generosidad de algunos, el Catholic Extension Society ayudo a pagar los edificios, también la Diócesis ayudo con el Aaron Center, St. Mary’s en Lampasas nos proveía de sacerdotes desde 1939 hasta 1955,



UNA INVITACIÓN Reflexionemos sobre las muchas bendiciones que el Señor nos ha dado. Reconociendo que todos nuestras posesiones materiales son dones del Señor, se nos pide en el Evangelio que devolvamos una porción de estos dones en agradecimiento por la generosidad del Señor y por su bondad hacia nosotros. Su donativo es una oportunidad de dejar un legado para la Iglesia Católica en el Centro de Texas. La Escritura nos dice que la corresponsabilidad Cristiana va más allá de dar aquello que nos sobra. Es una donación hecha desde nuestra esencia. Es en este espíritu de corresponsabilidad Cristiana es que emprendemos esta extraordinaria campaña de Encontrando a Cristo.



“So we, though many, are one body in Christ.” “Así nosotros, siendo muchos, somos un cuerpo en Cristo”.



~ Rom 12:5 
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It is in this spirit of Christian stewardship that we undertake this extraordinary campaign of Encountering Christ. $60,
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over the last 70 years. In the last dozen years alone, the ... We are grateful to our parishioners who, through years of
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San Francisco Javier Parish / ... Your gift is an opportunity to leave a legacy for the Catholic Church in Central ... r
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At San Salvador Mission Church, we will replace rotten wood on the deck, facia, window trim and rest room roof, install
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parishioners and invite visitors to join us in worship and ministry. This renovation will include the complete removal a
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Cristo Rey is a generous and faithful community that seeks to live out our. Catholic faith and extend Christ's message o
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decades since founding families worshiped at the courthouse and in private homes. We have continually met ... and worshi
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The men who dedicate their lives to serving us need our support at all stages of their journey ... embrace and share the
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Encountering Christ allows us — in ... Fostering encounters with Jesus Christ leads to a deeper ... Our mission is to ex
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St. Mary is a generous and faithful community that seeks to live out our Catholic faith and extend Christ's message of l
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As we have grown, the buildings at St. Joseph have developed a variety of maintenance issues. The funds we receive from
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Our Lady of Guadalupe is a generous, faithful community that seeks to live out the Catholic faith and extend Christ's me
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St. John the Evangelist is a generous and faithful community that seeks to live out our Catholic faith and extend Christ
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a portion of these gifts in thanksgiving for God's generosity and goodness to us. Your gift is an ... Before we built ou
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allow us to fulfill our mission as we outlined in the Pastoral Plan. San José Catholic Church will benefit from Encounte
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Plan inviting all members of our diocese to a deeper encounter with Jesus Christ, leading to renewal and transformation
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impact Encountering Christ will have in both Santa Barbara and our diocese. Sincerely in Christ,. Most Reverend Joe S. V
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Our parish was founded in 1942 to serve a small group of Catholics living in the ... The debt St. Margaret Mary incurred
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Santa Teresa is a generous and faithful community that seeks to live out our. Catholic faith and extend Christ's message
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both Sacred Heart and our diocese. Sincerely in Christ,. Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez. Bishop of Austin. Reverend Matthe
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Our annual stewardship picnic also serves as an event to foster community involvement and encourage donations that will
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St. Joseph will receive 30 percent of campaign gifts until we reach our $90,000 goal, which will be nearly enough to pay
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a portion of these gifts in thanksgiving for God's generosity and goodness to us. Your gift is an opportunity ... Father
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