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This book has been adapted from the Spanish language Vacation Bible School materials entitled Daniel – Confiando en Dios, which is published by Publicaciones Mensaje de Vida; 58607 Road 601, Ahwahnee, CA 93601. Much of the material included herein has been copied directly from those materials and should be considered as belonging to them even though their materials are not marked as copyrighted. The English translations and much of the editing in both Spanish and English are the work of John Howard and Maria Kramer under the ministry of Riverview Church of Bonsall, California. This original material may be used freely for any ministry purpose without restriction. The original materials are intended for a weeklong Vacation Bible School, which uses a storytelling format where the teacher reads or tells the story along with color pictures to illustrate portions of it. These stories have been edited into dramas or skits consistent with the VBS format used by the Mexico Outreach VBS materials produced by Institute of Outreach Ministries (IOM), a ministry of Azusa Pacific University. This book is derived primarily from the Libro de Maestro (Teacher’s Book) and the Alumno booklets in the Mensaje de Vida materials with some material from the Libro de Director (Director’s Book). The original Mensaje de Vida materials also include other excellent Spanish language resources such as student books with material on each day’s lesson, maps, and craft suggestions. These resources are great, even essential, parts of the Vacation Bible School resources, especially the student books. They can be ordered from Mensaje de Vida at the address given above for very reasonable prices. You can get more information by calling 888-683-7277 (voice) or 469-9169968 (voice or fax). Their email is [email protected] and they also have a website: http://www.mensajedevida.com that can accept on-line orders. All the Mensaje de Vida materials are entirely in Spanish. The materials are also distributed by Centro de Publicaciones Cristianas which can be reached on the web at www.libroscpc.com. That web site, too, is in Spanish. In 2017, Mensaje De Vida updated the Daniel – Confiando en Dios series. This manual reflects that update.
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Introduction Organization of this Manual This manual is organized into three main parts:  







This Introduction – This section gives an overview of the program and provides the daily flow of activities. This section references details contained in the other two sections. The Daily Sections – which contain the lesson material for each day’s lesson including the aim and purpose of the day’s teaching along with the scripture passage covered, the surprise script, the drama script, the application questions for the lesson, the memory verses, and the crafts and object lessons (including those in the student books) for the lesson. It also contains references to the material in the Additional Resources section. The Addition Resources Section – which contains or explains resources used on several days such as the student books, the map, and theme song.



Some materials, mainly the student book, are partially covered in the daily sections and partially covered in the additional resources section. Your best bet for understanding the materials not in this manual is to order a set of them from Mensaje de Vida publishers and have them at hand when you go through the manual.



Planning and Preparation Like the materials in the original Mexico Outreach Resource Manual, this course requires quite a lot of preparation. Typically drama casting, reading, and rehearsal require 10 or more hours together in addition to cast members’ individual study of the scripts. This does not include making props, scenery and costumes. Craft preparation and object lesson preparation also takes several hours particularly if the crafts are supplemented with other appropriate crafts and if a Women’s Craft Night (or afternoon) is planned. At Riverview, we try to devote an hour and a half of each of our training sessions to VBS preparation. It is important to organize your team both in Mexico and during your training sessions. You will need a VBS director and a drama director. In the experience of Riverview church, it is important that the VBS director be an adult. The drama director needs to be someone who is mature and has good leadership capabilities but doesn’t absolutely have to be an adult. The Mexico Outreach Leader’s Manual has good guidance about team formation and use of adult supervision along with youth leadership. It is important to make out a chart that shows who has primary responsibility for each task on a day-by-day basis and who that person’s helpers are. The chart should be filled out at the first meeting. Here’s a suggested list of tasks to be charted: Music team; Opening (pledge, promise prayer, and announcements); Surprise; Drama team; Crafts (including student book, emblems, coloring); Scripture memorization; object lessons, Map, Alphabet; Games (if you do them); Krata-Kraft lesson (if you do it); and Closing. Many of these tasks (for example, object lessons) don’t need to be done be the same person each day. For other tasks (for example, drama and music), it may be best to have a small team does it each day. Each team member will be involved with multiple tasks each day. If our teams are more than 15 per church, we typically divide into two groups for VBS preparation time in our training sessions: Drama (lead by the drama director) and everything else (lead by the VBS director). The drama team does casting and rehearsal. The VBS director organizes the remainder of the team to do craft material preparation, application question and object lesson rehearsal, memory verse memorization, and other tasks. Preparation of drama costumes and props as well as some of the craft materials preparation should be separate from the training sessions. At Riverview, it has been very effective to recruit a team of church members who are not going to Mexico (usually they are mostly team members’ parents) to do this work. Materials needed for the crafts described with each day’s lesson in this book include transparent tape, scissors, pencils with erasers, colored pencils, glue, crayons and/or markers and extra paper. Take a pencil sharpener too. The crafts are taken from the Mensaje de Vida materials and coordinate directly with the lessons. You may want to add additional crafts especially for the older students. The “Additional Resources” section has some crafts that were used with this program by the Riverview Church teams. In addition you might want to get coloring pages appropriate to the lessons from various Sunday school resource books. Translate the words and type them out on pieces of paper. These can be glued to the coloring pages prior to making copies for the students to color. Tables should be available 4/20/2018
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for the doing the crafts. Spanish language materials from Mensaje de Vida should be ordered several weeks in advance. These include student books, the map, and the theme song sheet. Optionally you can also order the KrataKraft lesson, the Libro de Director (Director’s Book) and the Libro de Maestro (Teacher’s Book) from Mensaje de Vida. The material from the latter two resources has largely been translated and incorporated into this book. See the “Additional Resources” section at the end of the book for further explanation of the Mensaje de Vida resources.



Division of Classes If possible, you should divide into four classes: preschool: 3 to 5 years, beginners: 6 to 8 years, intermediates: 9 to 11 years, and youth: 12 years and up. In Spanish, these divisions are called párvulos, principiantes, intermedios, and jovencitos, respectively. With these four divisions you will be able to present the material better, adapting it to the needs of the distinct ages. If you divide up, it is especially desirable to use some supplemental crafts for object lessons in the older groups. If it isn’t practical to have four divisions or even two, you can put everyone together and have the older children help the younger ones. For the memory work and the crafts as well as the work in the student books, it may work best to divide into smaller groups, as many as you have helpers on your staff, so that the students can have more individual attention. Sometimes, because of lack of helpers or of space, you might not be able accept children younger than six years old. Also, in cases where there are big differences in the reading levels don’t divide according to age, divide according to ability: those that know how to read and write, those who don’t, with a separate class for the older ones who don’t know how to read and write, so that they aren’t penalized by being with the younger children. The student books are designed to support this (see the “Additional Resources” section). Riverview typically also provides a ladies Bible study aimed mainly at the moms of the VBS students. It runs concurrently with the VBS. To do this requires either a bilingual leader for the study or a dedicated translator. We make sure to include one of the woman church leaders in the study, usually the pastor’s wife. This facilitates follow up of the ladies in the study. The lessons can be based on the VBS scriptures or something entirely different.



Lessons This book is designed for a five-day course with one lesson on each day. The material covers the story of Daniel’s life as told in the book of Daniel. They show Daniel as an example of trusting God. The five lessons are as follows: Lesson 1 – Daniel Decided In His Heart (Daniel 1:1-21) Lesson 2 – The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 2:1-3:30) Lesson 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness (Daniel 4:1-37) Lesson 4 – The Writing on the Wall (Daniel 5:1-31) Lesson 5 – The Lions’ Den (Daniel 6:1-28) For a typical Mexico Outreach week, the first lesson would be done on Sunday afternoon. The remaining lessons can be done in the morning or afternoon, Monday through Thursday. The Mensaje de Vida course recommends a sixth day for review and a closing ceremony with parents present. If this is desired it could be done on the evening of the last program day in a Mexico Outreach week (i.e. Thursday).



The Daily Program This VBS program is designed to last about three hours each day. Some prefer to have the VBS in the morning, others in the afternoon. Our Riverview Church groups usually do it in the afternoon. That allows us to travel to the site after morning worship at camp, set things up, and have a shared meal with our partner church, including many of the VBS students, before starting the program. It’s better not to use a rigid timetable for the daily program. Allow the time to be used where it is most needed each day. For example, you might allow the children to continue to say memory verses while doing a craft or coloring. Adapt the program to your needs and preferences. The following table shows a suggested sequence with nominal starting times for a morning or afternoon VBS. Although this manual is written mainly for a program using a drama to tell the daily story, there are references to the storytelling format in what follows. This provides the flexibility to use the Libro de Maestro to tell the story for those who might not have a big enough team to put on a drama but who 2
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do have a person on the team fluent enough to tell the story in Spanish using the Libro de Maestro and its color illustrations. The sequence and duration suggested below are flexible but provide a rough indication of how long each part might take. The various activities in the schedule are explained further in the subsequent paragraphs. Morning 9:00 9:30



Afternoon 1:00 1:30



10:00



2:00



10:40



2:40



11:00 11:10 11:50



3:00 3:10 3:50



Opening together (see next section) The day’s lesson in drama (see “Drama or Story” below) followed by application questions – see the section for each day. Break up into classes for the application questions or immediately after them. Craft, scripture memory and object lesson – see the daily sections. See also the Memory Work paragraph in the Additional Resources section. The map (see Addition Resources section). Recreation (if it is done) the games should be prepared beforehand. The Mexico Outreach Resource Manual has some good games. If you prefer, you can use more time on the memory work, songs, or the sword drill* game. A snack might be served at this point. Memory work: the alphabet – see the Additional Resources section Work in the student books Closing all together. Songs, announcements, review of the alphabet together, review of the lesson, sword drill game* (all at Director’s discretion)



* Instructions for the sword drill game: (only practical when Bibles are available for everyone) The leader gives a citation from the Bible. The children look for it, jump to their feet, and the leader indicates the first who was on his or her feet to read. You can do it with everyone on his or her own or in teams. Try to include some verses that go with the lesson of the day. Be sensitive to the need children have to break up activities in order to keep them from getting restless or losing focus. For example, after the drama, breaking up into classes forms a natural activity that gets students out of their chairs and moving around. If you do your program in one large group, you might find that you need to inject an active song or something else to get them out of the chairs before plowing into the application questions. Depending on your group, you might find you need to interject games or other “large muscle activities” at other points.



Opening Everyone meets together for the following activities: 1. Scripture – To emphasize the atmosphere of reverence you may recite this in unison: “DIOS está en su santo templo. Calle delante de Él toda la tierra, Habacuc 2:20” (“The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him. Habakkuk 2:20”). You can write this with a marker on a big sheet of paper fastened to a board or easel. When the recitation is over flip the sheet to the back, allowing the next sheet to be revealed (the promise, a song sheet, etc.) At Riverview, we made laminated sheets with this verse in large print years ago and just reuse them every year. Note: if you are not actually meeting in a church building but in a house or another building, it should be explained that while this location is being used for meetings where we worship God and learn His word, we must treat it as the house of God. 2. Pledge – Recite the following promise (or pledge): “Prometo lealtad a la sangrada Biblia, la Santa Palabra de Dios, y la haré lámpara a mis pies y lumbrera a mi camino. Esconderé sus dichos en mi corazón para no pecar contra Dios.” (“I promise loyalty to the sacred Bible, the holy Word of God, and I will make it a lamp to my feet and light to my way. I will hide your sayings in my heart to not sin against God”). The promise should be written either on a sheet on the board or easel or a blackboard. A song that venerates the Bible could be sung at this time. The Libro de Director from Mensaje de Vida has a section with suggested Spanish language hymn resources. It suggests singing at this time “Santa Biblia Para Mí” (“Holy Bible for Me”) or for variety, the hymn “Biblia Preciosa” (“Precious Bible”) from the hymnbook Himnos y Corros de Palabras Fieles (Hymns and Songs of Faithful Words), no. 6. It is a nice touch to have a younger student stand up front with an open Bible in his or her hands during the recitation of the promise and the singing of the hymn. 3. Prayer – Say a prayer blessing the students, teachers, and the lesson. Or, even better, have the church pastor do it. 4/20/2018
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4. A hymn of adoration. It is helpful for the children to learn a hymn of adoration each year and sing it each day at this time. “Santo, Santo, Santo”, number 16 in the Mexico Outreach Resource Manual is excellent. In addition, Mensaje de Vida recommends the hymns listed below. The numbers given are for the hymnal “Celebremos Su Gloria” but can also be found in other hymnals. Castillo Fuerte, No. 45 Cuán Grande Es Él, No. 32 Dad Al Padre Toda Gloria, No. 80 Grande Es Tu Fidelidad, No. 59 5. (Optional) Teach a part of the Bible Object Lesson (Krata-Kraft lesson) that has been chosen to go with this course material: “Cinco Hobrecitos”. See the Additional Resources section for more information on the KrataKraft lesson. 6. Singing. The first day you can introduce the theme song (see Additional Resources section) and perhaps sing other familiar choruses. The theme song has a verse for each day’s lesson. Each day the theme song should be sung at this portion of the program and the verse that goes with that day’s lesson can be introduced. 7. Announcements. The first day you should announce the prizes for such things as the student who learns the most verses, the one that bring the most visitors, and the one with the best work in the student book. See the Additional Resources section for more suggestions on this. 8. The Surprise. This is explained in the following paragraph.



The Surprise At the end of the opening each day you should reveal a surprise that relates to the daily lesson. The idea is to give an element of surprise and to stimulate the interest of the children in the lesson. You can use a “lion’s den” to conceal the surprise which you can make from a box lined with grey or brown paper and painted like the lion’s den. Leave an opening in the top of the box that you can cover with a real rock or a piece of cardboard painted like a rock. Or you can use a decorated “treasure” box to hold the surprise. At the end of each day’s opening, while the classes are still all together, pick one child who will reach into the lion’s den or treasure box to take out the day’s item. Then give a short commentary to create anticipation for the day’s lesson. But never explain the story. The suggested teases below for each day are also in the daily sections. Here are the items that will be needed for each day: 
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A piece of paper with Chaldean writing on it. These can be copied from the third drawing in the Libro de Maestro. Tease: “¿Qué será esto? No es escritura china ni japonesa, sino otra clase, muy antigua. ¿Les gustaría aprenderla? ¡No se asusten, no vamos a estudiarla! Pero el drama les dirá quiénes la tuvieron que aprender.” (“What could this be? It’s not Chinese or Japanese writing; rather it’s another kind, very ancient. Would you like to learn it? Don’t worry; we’re not going to study it! But the drama will tell you who had to learn it.”) A piece of cloth with one edge recently burned so that it still has a smell of smoke. Tease: “¿Qué habrá pasado con esta tela? Sí, se quemó. Estuvo demasiado cerca de las llamas. Hoy oiremos acerca de un fuego que… Bueno, el drama les dirá.” (“What could have happened to this cloth? Right, it’s burned. It got too close to the flames. Today we’ll hear about a fire that … O.K., the drama will tell you.”) Some straw. Tease: “¿Para qué sirve la paja? Sí, para comida para la vaca, el burro, el caballo, etc. Pero no solamente para ellos. El drama les contará algo raro.” (“What is straw for? Yes, food for cows, donkeys, horses, etc. But not only for them. The drama will tell us something odd.”) A paper with Aramaic letters copied from the Alumno 3 book, day four. Tease: “¿Quién puede leer esta escritura? ¡Nadie aquí! Hoy veremos a otros que tampoco podían y a qué les pasó.” (“Who can read this writing? No one here! Today we’ll see others who couldn’t read it either and what happened to them.”) A ring. Tease: “Una persona muy importante hizo algo con su anillo que hoy no se hace con los anillos. El drama les dirá qué fue lo que hizo.” (“A very important person did something with his ring which today is not done with rings. The drama will tell you what he did.”)
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The Drama or Story Drama – The drama for each day has been adapted from the daily stories in the Libro de Maestro from Mensaje de Vida. The point is to communicate the day’s scripture passage to all the students together. The drama scripts were written with the idea that most of the cast might not be fluent in Spanish. Accordingly they are in Spanish and English. The English is intended to be a little more word for word with the Spanish rather than a smoothly flowing equivalent. This helps the cast understand what the words or phrases in Spanish means. The scripts are also written to minimize the number of characters with significant speaking parts so that those with the best Spanish skills can be assigned the main speaking roles. In several of the dramas Daniel has a significant speaking role. Ideally, one male cast member with some decent Spanish reading skills should play this part throughout. Additionally, some of the more fluent cast members can play different speaking roles in different acts effectively by doing a change of costume between the acts. The narrator in each drama has a lot of lines but can read from the script from behind a podium or music stand. Even so, the narrator will need to be able to practice in advance so as to be able to be dramatic rather than simply reading the script. This means that if you use a translator as the narrator, you’ll need to give him or her a chance to have the materials in advance. Some groups have also recorded the narrator parts in advance using a native speaker. Cue cards are a must especially for those who are not fluent and should be used for the presentations themselves not just for rehearsal. They prevent the cast from having to memorize all their lines in Spanish with the attendant flubs, freezes, and meaningless ad-libs. See the Additional Resources section for information about the cue cards. For preparation, it is recommended that the cast do a read through in English with the script to get a feel for the story, a read through in Spanish from the script, and rehearsal(s) with the cue cards. The morning of each program day, another read through in Spanish from the script is very helpful. As with any dramatic presentation, it is a good idea to have a director who stages the action and directs the cast on their delivery of the lines. Some of the scenes do require a “cast of thousands” for example, the giant idol scene in “The Fiery Furnace”. Every member of your team can be pressed into service for these parts since they don’t involve any speaking or at most a few words. In some cases you may even want to recruit some of the VBS students to act as crowd members (make sure you have some extra robes if you do). Also, a discussion among a group of people could be produced as one person with one or more hand puppets. This is especially effective if the material lends itself to humor (maybe the two governors conspiring against Daniel in “The Lions’ Den”). Good costumes, props and scenery add a tremendous amount to the effectiveness of the drama. Most likely your church or group has some costumes from Christmas pageants and the like. If not, you should recruit someone to make simple robes and head cloths. An impressive king’s costume adds a lot. Each day’s drama script has a section at the beginning that lists suggested props. Some of the props are crucial to the effectiveness of the presentation. Scenery and many of the props can be made from painted heavy cardboard. Sometimes an appliance store can provide refrigerator and freezer boxes which are ideal for this. Alternatively you can make flats from wooden or PVC frames with painted paper or canvas over them. The frames can be disassembled for transport and then reassembled on site. The paper or canvas can be rolled up for transport and placed on the frames for each day. With only a small number of flats, you can cover a lot of scenes. We try to reuse scenery year after year so that there is less to create new each year. Story – If you prefer to use a story telling format to communicate the scripture passage, you can use the Libro de Maestro to tell the story. It is designed for just that and has excellent color picture pages coordinated with the study. In this case, you will need to order enough copies of the Libro de Maestro so that the teacher or translator for each class can have one. Teachers or translators will definitely need to practice telling the story beforehand. For the storytelling format, you should break into classes that are in separate rooms or areas. It is also very important for the storyteller to have an excellent grasp of Spanish so that the story can be told in a dramatic fashion rather than just read. The Libro de Maestro also has instructions for tailoring the story according to the age level of the students. If you are a small team and have few fluent Spanish speakers, you could use the storytelling format with the whole group together. This would allow you to tell the daily scripture story with only a single person (maybe your translator) who is fluent in Spanish.
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Daniel Decided In His Heart (Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón) Daniel 1:1-21 Aim: That each student knows to stay true to the Lord while among nonbelievers. Propósito: Que cada alumno sepa mantenerse fiel al Señor en medio de los que no son creyentes. Emphasis for Lower Level: Our Heavenly Father helped Daniel and his friends and we know that He can help us too. Emphasis for Middle Level: That the students would decide in their hearts to obey God instead of being carried away by their friends’ opinions. Emphasis for Upper Level: To be true to the Lord in every circumstance, even the most difficult. Énfasis para los menores: Nuestro Padre Celestial ayudó a Daniel y a sus amigos y sabemos que también puede ayudarnos a nosotros. Énfasis para los medianos: Que los alumnos se propongan en su corazón obedecer a Dios en vez de dejarse llevar por las opiniones de los amigos. Énfasis para los mayores: Ser fiel al Señor en cualquier circunstancia, aun en la más difícil. Surprise: A piece of paper with Chaldean writing on it. Say: “¿Qué será esto? No es escritura china ni japonesa, sino otra clase, muy antigua. ¿Les gustaría aprenderla? ¡No se asusten, no vamos a estudiarla! Pero el drama les dirá quiénes la tuvieron que aprender.” (“What could this be? It’s not Chinese or Japanese writing; rather it’s another kind, very ancient. Would you like to learn it? Don’t worry; we’re not going to study it! But the drama will tell you who had to learn it.”) Personajes (Characters): Narrador (Narrator) Siervo (Servant) Daniel (Daniel) Ananías (Hananiah) Azarías (Azariah) Misael (Mishael) Aspenaz (Ashpenaz) Nabucodonosor (Nebuchadnezzer) Primer Acto [En Palacio Del Rey] Narrador: Hoy encontraremos cuatro jóvenes. [Siervo entra arrastrando a Daniel, Ananías, Azarías y Misael que tienen las manos atadas.] Narrador: Los cuatro jóvenes de nuestra historia estaban presos porque el rey de Babilonia había ganado una guerra contra su patria, Judá, y los llevó cautivos a Babilonia de los caldeos. Se llamaban Daniel, Ananías, Azarías y Misael, y eran de la familia del rey de Judá, que había perdido la guera. Fue un viaje largo y triste para ellos. No sabían qué les pasaría al llegar a Babilonia muy lejos de su tierra. Cuando por fin llegaron a Babilonia, los encontró Aspenaz, el jefe de los oficiales del rey, que estaba buscando a los que eran de la familia del rey de Judá. [Aspenaz entra.] 6



Props (Accesorios): Sogas (ropes for tying Daniel and friends) Mantos (Robes for Daniel and friends) Bandeja (Tray with whole, roast pig) Bandeja de legumbres (vegetable platter) Libros de texto (textbooks)



Act 1 [In the King’s Palace] Narrator: Today we’ll meet four teenagers. [Servant enters dragging Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael who have their hands tied.] Narrator: The four teens in our story were prisoners because the Babylonian king won a war against their homeland, Judah, and took them as captives to Babylonia of the Chaldeans. They were Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael and were in the family of the king of Judah who lost the war. It was a long, sad journey for them. They didn’t know what would happen when they got to Babylon very far from their land. When they finally arrived in Babylon, they were found by Ashpenaz, the head of the king’s officials, who was searching for those who were in the family of the king of Judah. [Ashpenaz enters.] 4/20/2018



Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 1 – Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón Aspenaz: Desátelos. [Siervo los suelta.] Narrador: ¿Por qué haría eso? Resultó ser una sorpresa agradable para los jóvenes, porque el rey Nabucodonosor había ordenado a Aspenaz que escogiera entre los presos de la familia real de Judá, a los que eran aptos para estar en el palacio del rey. Aspenaz tenía que enseñarles a hablar y a escribir la lengua de Babilonia, y también tenía que darles todos los días de la misma comida especial que tenía el rey y del mismo vino, para que al final de tres años de enseñanza ellos pudieran estar delante del rey, preparados para la vida y funciones de la corte real. Daniel, Ananías, Azarías y Misael se encontraron en ese grupo escogido. Apenaz los da nuevos nombres. [Aspenaz apunta a Daniel y hace como hablando.] Narrador: Dijo a Daniel: “Se llamará Beltsasar.” [Aspenaz apunta a Ananías y hace como hablando] Narrador: A Ananías dijo: “Se llamará Sadrac”. [Aspenaz apunta a Azarías y hace como hablando] Narrador: A Azarías dijo: “Se llamará Abednego”. [Aspenaz apunta a a Misael y hace como hablando] Narrador: A Misael dijo: “Se llamará Mesac”. Seguramente a ellos les gustaban más sus propios nombres que los nombres extraños que les dieron. Cada uno de sus propios nombres refiere al Dios pero los nuevos nombres refieren a los dioses falsos de los caldeos. Aspenaz trataba de los separarlos de su Dios y sus costumbres. Aspenaz: Traiga mantos para ellos. [Siervo sale y vuelve con mantos. Daniel y amigos se los ponen. Siervo sale.] Narrador: La vida en del palacio sería mucho mejor para Daniel y sus amigos que estar con los otros presos. Pero una cosa no les gustó. Dios había dado a los judíos ciertas reglas en cuanto a la comida. Toda comida se dividía en dos clases: la limpia y la inmunda. No debían comer nada estrangulado, ni comer ciertos animales. Tampoco debían comer la carne ofrecida a los ídolos. Daniel sabía que la carne de los caldeos podría haberse preparado de un modo prohibido, y que los caldeos acostumbraban ofrecerla a los ídolos antes de comerla. [Siervo entra con una bandeja con puerco. Daniel y amigos reaccionan con asco.] Narrador: Siempre habían obedecido la ley, porque amaban a Dios. No podrían ahora comer esas cosas. Pero ¿cómo evitarlo? Tenían que obedecer a Dios, pero también tenían que obedecer al rey. Pero Daniel quería tanto obedecer al Señor que se propuso en su corazón no contaminarse con la comida del rey. Daniel: [a Aspenaz] Lo siento, amo. [Daniel hace como hablando a Aspenaz]



4/20/2018



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 1 – Daniel Purposed In His Heart Ashpenaz: Untie them. [Servant unties them.] Narrator: Why would he do that? It turned out to be a pleasant surprise for the young men because King Nebuchadnezzar had ordered Ashpenaz to choose from the prisoners who were in the Judean royal family some who were fit for the king’s palace. Ashpenaz was to teach them the Babylonian language and also every day he was to give them the same special food that the king had and the same wine so that at the end of three years of teaching they would be able to stand before the king prepared for the life and duties of the royal court. Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael found themselves in this chosen group. Ashpenaz gave them new names. [Ashenaz points to Daniel and acts like he’s talking] Narrator: He told Daniel: “You’ll be Belteshazzar”. [A. points to Hananiah and acts like he’s talking] Narrator: He told Hananiah: “You’ll be Shadrac.” [Ashenaz points to Azariah and acts like he’s talking] Narrator: He told Azariah: “You’ll be Abed-nego.” [Ashenaz points to Mishael] Narrator: He told Mishael: “You’ll be Meshac.” No doubt they liked their own names better than these strange names they were given. Each of their own names referred to God but the new names all referred to the false gods of the Chaldeans. Ashpenaz was trying to separate them from their God and their customs. Ashpenaz: Bring robes for them. [Servant exits and returns with robes. Daniel and friends put them on. Servant exits.] Narrator: Life in the palace would be much better for Daniel and his friends than to be with the other prisoners. But there was one thing that they didn’t like. God had given the Jews certain rules concerning food. All food was divided into two classes: clean and unclean. They weren’t supposed to eat anything strangled nor eat certain animals. They weren’t supposed to eat meat offered to idols either. Daniel knew that the Chaldeans meat could be prepared in a forbidden way and that the Chaldeans customarily offered it to idols before eating it. [Servant enters with a tray with a pig. Daniel and friends react with disgust.] Narrador: They had always obeyed the law because they loved God. They couldn’t start eating these things now. But how could they avoid it? They had to obey God but they also had to obey the king. But Daniel wanted to obey the Lord so much that he decided in his heart not to pollute himself with the king’s food. Daniel: [to Ashpenaz] I am sorry, master. [Daniel acts like he’s talking to Ashpenaz]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 1 – Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón Narrador: Continuó: “No puedo comer esta comida porque es prohibido por Dios. Ruego a usted que me permita comer algo diferente.” [Aspenaz hace como hablando a Daniel.] Narrador: Aspenaz replicó: “Tengo miedo de mi señor el rey, pues fue él quien te asignó la comida y el vino.” Aspenaz pensó que si el rey llegó a verlos más flaco y demacrado que los otros jóvenes de su edad, por culpa suya le cortará la cabeza. Pero Daniel permaneció firme en su propósito. [Daniel hace como hablando a Aspenaz.] Narrador: Pidió que Aspenaz que haga una prueba de diez días. Diera los de comer sólo legumbres, y de beber sólo agua. Pasado ese tiempo, compara su semblante con el de los jóvenes que se alimentaron con la comida real, y procediera de acuerdo con lo que veas en ellos. Aspenaz fue de acuerdo. Aspenaz: [a Siervo] Traiga comida de legumbres. [Siervo sale y vuelvo con una bandeja de verduras] [Daniel y sus amigos comen.] Narrador: Daniel, Ananías, Azarías y Misael comían legumbres y tomaban agua, mientras los otros jóvenes comían la comida del rey. Cuán alegres estaban los cuatro amigos, porque podían evitar contaminarse por diez días más. Podían obedecer a su Señor aunque estaban presos y muy lejos de su casa. Confiaban que el Señor los cuidaba. Daniel era muy joven, y a pesar de que estaba lejos de su país y en la corte de Nabucodonosor, un rey pagano, se mantuvo firme en su fe en Dios. Además, ayudó a los tres amigos que estaban con él para que también ellos siguieran fieles a Dios. Quizás otro en su lugar hubiera cedido a la tentación de la comida del rey. Sin embargo, Daniel se propuso no contaminarse. Ese fue el secreto de la vida victoriosa de Daniel. Al final de los diez días se podía ver la diferencia entre nuestros cuatro amigos y los demás jóvenes. [Aspenaz inspecciona Daniel y sus amigos. Mira a sus caras y tocan los músculos de los brazos.] Narrador: No fueron más pálidos. Por lo contrario, tuvieron mejor aspecto que los otros que habían comido lo que el rey mandaba. [Aspenaz hace como hablando a ellos.] Narrador: Aspenaz les dijo: “Les doy permiso de seguir comiendo legumbres y tomando agua.” [Daniel y los amigos celebran.] Narrador: ¡Qué alegría tenían estos jóvenes al comprobar la fidelidad de Dios con ellos! [Siervo sale y entra con libros de texto. Daniel y los amigos los tomen, sienten, y los leen.]
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 1 – Daniel Purposed in His Heart Narrator: He continued: “I can’t eat this food because it is forbidden by God. I beg you to allow me to eat something different.” [Ashpenaz acts like he’s talking to Daniel.] Narrator: Ashpenaz replied: “I am afraid of my lord the king since it was him who assigned your food and wine.” Ashpenaz was afraid that if the king ended up seeing them thinner and more haggard than the other young men their age, he would cut off his head on their account. But Daniel remained firm in his decision. [Daniel acts like he’s talking to Ashpenaz.] Narrator: He asked that Ashpenaz do a test for ten days. He would give them only vegetables to eat and only water to drink. After this time, he would compare their appearance with the young men who are fed with the royal food and would proceed according to what you see in them. Ashpenaz agreed. Ashpenaz: [to Servant] Bring vegetarian food. [Servant exits and returns with a vegetable platter.] [Daniel and his friends eat.] Narrator: Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael ate vegetables and drank water while the other youths ate the king’s food. How happy the four friends because they could avoid polluting themselves for ten more days. They could obey their Lord although they were prisoners and very far from home. They trusted that the Lord would care for them. Daniel was very young and, in spite of being far from his country and in the court of Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan king, he kept firm in his faith in God. Furthermore, he helped his three friends who were with him so they too stayed true to God. Maybe someone else in his situation would have given in to the temptation of the king’s food. Nonetheless, Daniel decided to not pollute himself. This was the secret of Daniel’s victorious life. At the end of the ten days a difference could be seen between the four friends and the rest of the youths. [Ashpenaz inspects Daniel and the friends. He looks at their faces and feels their arm muscles.] Narrator: They were not paler. On the contrary, they look better than the others who had eaten the food the king commanded. [Ashepenaz acts like he’s talking to them.] Narrador: Ashepenaz told them: “I give you permission to continue eating vegetables and drinking water.” [Daniel and friends celebrate.] Narrator: What joy those young men felt at this proof the faithfulness of God with them. [Servant exits and enters with textbooks. Daniel and friends take them, sit and read them.]



4/20/2018



Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 1 – Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón Narrador: Ahora tenían delante de ellos tres años de escuela; todos los jóvenes siguieron estudiando la ciencia y el lenguaje de los caldeos de Babilonia. Tenían que aprender a escribir el difícil idioma caldeo, y también aprender a hablarlo. Era muy distinto a su propia lengua, el hebreo, lengua de los judíos. Todos estudiaban mucho porque el mismo rey los iba a hacer una prueba. Pero Dios les dio a los cuatro más conocimiento y más inteligencia en todos los estudios de letras y de ciencia. Dios los premió por haber propuesto en su corazón ser fieles a Él. Por fin se terminaron los tres años y todos los jóvenes se prepararon para presentarse delante del rey Nabucodonosor. [Nabucodonosor entra. Todos se arrodillan y se inclinan.] Narrador: Era el rey más poderoso de toda la tierra en aquel tiempo. ¡Y ahora los iba a examinar! Seguramente Daniel y sus tres amigos oraron mucho pidiéndole a Dios la dirección. [Todos se levantan. Nabucodonosor hace como preguntando preguntas. Daniel y los amigos hacen como respondiendo.] Narrador: Al fin, el rey encontró a Daniel, a Ananías, a Azarías y a Misael diez veces más sabios que todos los demás sabios en todo el reino. Nabucodonosor: ¡Escuchate! [Nab hace como hablando a Aspenaz.] Narrador: Continuó: “Mando que se queden delante de mí para ayudarme en los negocios del reino.” [Daniel y los amigos paran y celebran.] Narrador: El rey los prefirió a ellos sobre el resto. Así Dios premió su fidelidad, su fe y su obediencia. ¿Vamos nosotros a ser como Daniel, fiel en todo, para que el Señor nos pueda usar y para que otros puedan ver la mano de Dios en nuestras vidas? [Todos salen.]
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 1 – Daniel Purposed In His Heart Narrator: Now they faced three years of school; all the young men were continually studying the knowledge and the language of the Chaldeans of Babylonia. They had to learn to write the difficult Chaldean language as well as learn to speak it. It was very different from they own language, Hebrew, the language of the Jews. Everyone studied hard because the king himself was going to test them. But God gave the four young men greater understanding and intelligence in all their studies of writing and learning. God rewarded them for having decided in their hearts to be faithful to Him. Finally the three years came to an end and all the young men prepared themselves to be presented before king Nebuchadnezzar. [Nebuchadnezzar enters. Everyone kneels and bows.] Narrator: He was the most powerful king in the whole world in that time. And now he was going to examine them! No doubt Daniel and his three friends prayed a lot asking for God’s direction. [Everyone gets up. Nebuchadnezzar makes as if he is asking questions. Daniel and friends make as if they are answering.] Narrator: In the end the king found Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael ten times wiser that all the rest of the wise men in the kingdom. Nebuchadnezzar: Listen! [Neb acts like he’s talking to Ashpenaz.] Narrator: He continued: “I order that they remain before me to help me with the business of the kingdom.” [Daniel and friends stand and celebrate.] Narrator: The king preferred them to the rest. In this way God rewarded their loyalty, their faith and their obedience. Will we be like Daniel, true in everything, so that the Lord can use us and so that others can see the hand of the Lord in our lives? [Everyone exits.]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 1 – Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón



Preguntas Para Aplicación



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 1 – Daniel Purposed in His Heart



Application Questions



¿Qué pidió Daniel a Aspenaz? [No comer la comida del Rey] ¿Hizo Daniel demandas o era cortés? [Cortés.] Sí, era cortés. No demandó nada. Nosotros debemos, como hijos de Dios, mostrar cortesía y gentileza en nuestro trato con todos. La rudeza y la aspereza no ganan a nadie.



What did Daniel ask from Ashpenaz? [To not eat the king’s food.] Did Daniel make demands or was he courteous? [Courteous.] Yes, he was polite. He didn’t make demand. We, as God’s children, should show politeness and courtesy in our treatment of others. Rudeness and harshness won’t win over anyone.



¿Qué comieron Daniel y sus tres amigos? [Legumbres o verduras] ¿Qué comieron los otros jóvenes judíos? [La comida del Rey.] Parece que a los otros jóvenes judíos no les importaba desobedecer las leyes de Dios. Quizás pensaban que estaban lejos de casa y no importaba, porque ni sus padres, ni el sacerdote judío los estaban viendo. Pero Daniel sabía que Dios lo veía y le importaba mucho obedecerlo aunque no hubiera nadie que le llamara la atención. Nosotros debemos hacer lo mismo.



What did Daniel and his three friends eat? [Vegetables.] What did the other Jewish young men eat? [The king’s food.] It seems like it didn’t bother those other young Jewish men to disobey God’s laws. Maybe they thought that they were far from home and it didn’t matter because neither their parents nor the Jewish priest were watching. But Daniel knew that God saw and it was important to him to obey even if there was no one to call it to his attention. We should be the same way.



¿Qué tipo de cosas tuvieron aprender Daniel y sus amigos? [Muchas. ] Es bueno estudiar. ¿Qué fue más importante que estudiar para Daniel? [Ser fiel a Dios.] Debemos aprovechar toda la educación posible. Pero al hacerlo debemos, como Daniel, ser fieles a nuestro Señor, recordando que no sólo los amigos y el mundo nos están observando, sino que Dios mismo nos ve, y Él desea que siempre demos un fiel testimonio delante de un mundo incrédulo.



What kind of things did Daniel and his friends have to learn. [Many ] It is good to study. What was more important than studying for Daniel? [To be true to God.] We ought to take advantage of all the education we can. But while doing that, we ought to be like Daniel was, faithful to our Lord; remembering that it’s not just our friends and the world watching us but also that God Himself sees us and He wants us to give a faithful witness before an unbelieving world.



Para los no creyentes: Daniel era esclavo. Era esclavo de cuerpo, pero no de espíritu. Dios lo había liberado. Muchos hoy se creen libres, pero son más esclavos que Daniel. Son esclavos del alcohol, el tabaco, el dinero, el mal genio y de otros vicios. Además, todos somos esclavos de Satanás, hasta que creemos en Cristo y aceptamos la salvación. Entonces nos libera del pecado. Cristo es el único que nos puede librar del enemigo que es Satanás.



For the unbelievers: Daniel was a slave. He was a slave in body but not in spirit. God had freed him. Today many think they are free but they are more enslaved than Daniel was. They are slaves to alcohol, tobacco, money, a bad temper, and other bad habits. Not only that but we are all Satan’s slaves until we believe in Christ and accept salvation. Then He frees us from sin. Christ is the only one who can free from us from our enemy, Satan.



Para los creyentes: Nosotros ahora estamos en un tiempo de aprendizaje, y algún día estaremos delante de nuestro rey, el Rey de reyes. ¿Cómo nos encontrará? Si hemos creído en Cristo somos salvos, pero el Señor juzgará nuestras obras. ¿En ese examen el Señor te va a pasar o a reprobar? Depende de tu vida diaria. Escoge, corno Daniel, agradar al Señor y ten cuidado como él de no perder tu libertad haciéndote esclavo de algún vicio.



For the believers: We are now in a time of learning and one day we’ll stand before our king, the King of kings. How will He see us? If we have accepted Christ we are saved but the Lord will also judge what we have done. In this exam, will the Lord give you a passing or failing grade? It depends on your daily life. Like Daniel, choose to please the Lord and, like him, be careful of not losing your freedom and becoming a slave to any bad habits.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 1 – Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón



Versículos de memoria:



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 1 – Daniel Purposed In His Heart



Memory Verses:



Alumno 1 y 2 - Daniel 1:8 “... Daniel propuso en su corazón no contaminarse...”



Student 1 and 2 – Daniel 1:8 “…Daniel decided in his heart not to defile himself…’”



Alumno 3 – 2 Pedro 3:17b “... Guardaos, no sea que arrastrados por el error de los inicuos*, caigáis de vuestra firmeza”



Student 3 – 2 Peter 3:17b “… Be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness.”



* Note: you will need to explain the word “inicuo” to the children. It is related to the English word iniquity and like its English counterpart, is archaic. Explain that it means “malo” (bad) or “injusto” (unrighteous) men.



4/20/2018
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San Pablo Misionero Día 1 – Pablo y el Nuevo Camino



Paul the Missionary Day 1 – Paul and the New Way



Crafts and Object Lessons (1) For an object lesson, prepare a drawing similar to one side of the one below (but much larger) which can show a sad face when held one direction and a smiling face when turned upside. Show smiling face and explain how Daniel and the three friends looked better after their food test than the other young men (Daniel 1:15). Their faces showed health, confidence and joy by their faith in the Lord. Then turn the drawing upside down and say that it shows how the rest of the young men looked after the king found them inferior to Daniel and his three friends.



(2) Color today’s emblem (heart) and the Bible text sheet (if used). (3) Hand out the student books. Make sure to get each student’s name on the back and to mark today’s attendance. (4) Color the lesson title page drawing on page 1 of the student book. (5) Do the lesson response sheet on page 2 of the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (6) Do the cutout craft on page 3 of the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (7) Do a supplemental craft, if you wish (see Additional Resources section).
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 1 – Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 1 – Daniel Purposed In His Heart



Alumno 1 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Help the youth Israelites to find the vegetables that God wants them to eat.



A GAME Color the drawings. Cut out the squares. Put them on a table. Turn them over so you can only see the backs. Then pick up two drawings at a time to see if they are the same. If they aren’t, put them back on the table and it is your companion’s turn. If they are the same, the person who picked them keeps the two squares and chooses again. The winner is the one who gets the most pairs.



4/20/2018
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 1 – Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 1 – Daniel Purposed In His Heart



Alumno 2 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Help the young Israelites to find what God wants them to eat. They did what is right because they loved God. Color each thing that they are supposed to eat and connect to the plate with a line.



A GAME Color the drawings. Cut out the squares. Put them on a table. Turn them over so you can only see the backs. Then pick up two drawings at a time to see if they are the same. If they aren’t, put them back on the table and it is your companion’s turn. If they are the same, the person who picked them keeps the two squares and chooses again. The winner is the one who gets the most pairs.



water pork meat



beans



wine



vegetables
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cake
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 1 – Daniel Propuso En Su Corazón



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 1 – Daniel Purposed In His Heart



Alumno 3 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Color the first heart red, the second one blue, the third red, the fourth blue, etc. Write the red letters in the first line of spaces and the blues ones in the second. Now read the message.



Cut Craft



In the space below, draw a heart. Write in your own decisions, such as: Obey my parents; Read the Bible; Respect my teachers; Don’t corrupt myself; etc.



Out



Cross out the incorrect words: 1. Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael were taken captive to (Babilonia) (Egypt). 2. There reigned (Pharaoh) (Nebuchadnezzar). 3. Daniel resolved (not to contaminate himself) (not to eat vegetables). 4. Examining the four friends, the king found them (3 times) (10 times) better than the rest and gave them very responsible posts. They were strong, firm young men and they kept themselves pure even far away from their land. To read this puzzle, hold the paper horizontally at eye level. Read it and you will see WHO had a firm resolve and WHERE he had it. Do you have this resolve?



[Note: The message should read: “Propusieron nunca contaminarse. Al fin eran diez veces superiores.” (They decided to never corrupt themselves. In the end they were ten times better.)]



4/20/2018
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace



The Fiery Furnace (El Horno De Fuego) Daniel 2:1 – 3:30 Aim: That the students would be true to the Lord in spite of trials. Propósito: Que los alumnos sean fieles al Señor a pesar de las pruebas. Emphasis for Lower Level: God, our Heavenly Father, cares for us just like He cared for the four faithful young men in our story. Emphasis for Middle Level: Do what pleases God even if the world is against it. Emphasis for Upper Level: Don’t waver but give a clear witness of your faith in front of your companions, the world, and the authorities. Énfasis para los menores: Dios, nuestro Padre Celestial, nos cuida así como cuidó a los cuatro fieles jóvenes de nuestra historia. Énfasis para los medianos: Hacer lo que agrada a Dios, aunque todo el mundo esté en contra. Énfasis para los mayores: No vacilar, sino dar un testimonio claro de su fe delante de los compañeros, el mundo y las autoridades. Surprise: A piece of cloth with a burned edge. Say: “¿Qué habrá pasado con esta tela? Sí, se quemó. Estuvo demasiado cerca de las llamas. Hoy oiremos acerca de un fuego que… Bueno, el drama les dirá.” (“What could have happened to this cloth? Right, it’s burned. It got too close to the flames. Today we’ll hear about a fire that … O.K., the drama will tell you.”) Personajes (Characters): Narrador (Narrator) Nabucodonosor (Nebuchadnezzar) Capitán (Captain) Soldado (Soldier) Dos Sabios (Two wise men) Daniel (Daniel) Ananías (Hananiah) Azarías (Azariah) Misael (Mishael) Músicos (Musicians) Ángel (Angel)



Props:



Primer Acto [En Palacio Del Rey] Narrador: Ayer dejamos los cuatro amigos: Daniel, Ananías, Azarías y Misael en Babilonia en el servicio del rey Nabucodonosor. Habían quedados oficiales del rey. Ahora llevaban ya varios años en el gobierno de Babilonia y gozaban de mucho respeto en la corte.



Act 1 [In King’s Palace] Narrator: Yesterday we left the four friends: Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, in Babylonia in the service of king Nebuchadnezzar. They had become officials of the king. Now they have already spent several years in the government of Babylon and enjoyed great respect in the court. One night God sent the king Nebuchadnezzar an important dream and he was upset because in the morning he couldn’t remember it. [Nebuchadnezzar, Captain, and Soldier enter. Neb gestures to Captain and Captain & Soldier exit.] Narrator: He wanted the sorcerers and wise men to explain it.



Una noche Dios le mandó un sueño importante al rey Nabucodonosor, y él estuvo se molesto pues por la mañana no lo pudo recordar. [Nabucodonosor, Capitán y Soldado entran. Nab hace señas a Capitán y Capitán y Soldado salen.] Narrador: Quiso que los magos y sabios se lo explicaran.
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Espadas (swords for captain and soldier) Instrumentos (musical instruments) Horno (furnace)
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego [Capitán y Soldado entran con Sabios. Nab hace como preguntando a Sabios. Sabios se miran uno y luego a Nab y se encogen de hombros. Nab hace como enojado y hace gestos al Capitán. Soldado agarra a los sabios por los brazos.] Narrador: Cuándo los magos no pudieron hacerlo, mandó matarlos a todos los magos y sabios. [Capitán sale y vuelve con Daniel.] Narrador: El capitán estaba listo para matar a Daniel y los tres amigos, porque eran sabios también. [Daniel se arrodillan y hace como hablando a Nab.] Narrador: Así que, Daniel pidió al rey tiempo para pedir a Dios la explicación del sueño. El rey se lo dio. [Daniel sale.] Narrador: Entonces, los cuatro amigos oraron todo la noche al Señor, y Dios les contestó. [Daniel entra y hace como contando el sueño a Nab.] Narrador: En el día siguiente, Daniel contó al rey como el Dios de los cielos le estaba revelando en su sueño lo que iba a pasar con los gobiernos en el futuro, y que Nabucodonosor mismo era rey porque Dios le había dado el poder. El rey estaba muy contento con Daniel. [Nab hace como hablando a Daniel.] Narrador: Dijo a Daniel: “¡Tu Dios es el Dios de dioses y el soberano de los reyes! ¡Tu Dios revela todos los misterios, pues fuiste capaz de revelarme este sueño misterioso!” Puso a Daniel como gobernador de toda la provincia de Babilonia y príncipe sobre todos los sabios. ¡Qué testimonio más grande en una tierra que adoraba los ídolos! Daniel pidió que el rey pusiera a los tres amigos también en puestos altísimos, y el rey lo hizo. [Todos salen.] Secundo Acto [En las llanuras de Dura enfrente el ídolo de oro] Narrador: Pasaron algunos años. El rey Nabucodonosor creció en poder y en riquezas, conforme al sueño, pero se olvidó del Dios de Daniel, el verdadero Dios, y mandó hacer un gran ídolo. Fue una imagen grandísima de unos treinta metros de altura. Era de oro y brillaba en el sol o la luz de la luna. Era una cosa magnífica por su grandeza y belleza. Proclamó el rey que todos deben adorar su ídolo. [Ananías, Azarías, y Misael entran.] Narrador: Pero los tres amigos no lo encontraban magnífica. Sabían que el rey mandaba que todos la adoraran. Así como se habían propuesto en sus corazones no contaminarse con la comida cuando eran más jóvenes, no iban ahora a hacer una cosa peor por inclinándose delante de un ídolo. Ananías: ¿Cómo le haremos?
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace [Captain and soldier enter with Wise Men. Neb acts like he’s asking the Wise Men. Wise men look at each other, then at Neb and shrug their shoulders. Neb acts very mad and gestures to the Captain. Captain grabs the wise men by the arms.] Narrator: When the sorcerers couldn’t do it, he ordered that all the sorcerers and wise men be killed. [Captain exits and returns with Daniel.] Narrator: The captain was ready to kill Daniel and the three friends since they were wise men too. [Daniel kneels and acts like he’s talking to Neb.] Narrator: So Daniel asked the king for time to ask God the meaning of the dream. The king granted it. [Daniel exits.] Narrator: Then the four friends prayed to the Lord and God answered them. [Daniel enters and acts like he’s explaining the dream to Neb..] Narrator: The next day, Daniel told the king how the God of Heaven was revealing in his dream what was going to happen with future governments and that Nebuchadnezzar himself was king because God gave him power, the king was very happy with Daniel. [Neb acts like he’s talking to Daniel.] Narrador: He told Daniel: “Your God is the God of gods and the ruler of the kings! Your God reveals all mysteries since he was able to reveal to me this mysterious dream!” He made Daniel the governor of the whole province of Babylonia and ruler over all the wise men. What a great testimony in a land that worshiped idols! Daniel asked that the king place his three friends in important posts too and the king did. [Everyone exits.] Act 2 [On the plains of Dura in front of the golden idol] Narrator: Some years passed. King Nebuchadnezzar grew in power and riches, just as the dream had said but he forgot the God of Daniel, the true God, and he ordered a huge idol to be built. It was a very large image that was 90 feet tall. It was gold and shined in the sun or in the moonlight. It was a magnificent thing for its grandeur and beauty. The king proclaimed that everyone had to worship his idol. [Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael enter.] Narrator: But the three friends didn’t find it magnificent. They knew that the king ordered everyone to worship it. Just as they had decided in their hearts not to pollute themselves with food when they were younger, they weren’t now going to do something worse by bowing before an idol. Hananiah: What are we going to do?
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego [Ananía hace como hablando a sus amigos.] Narrador: Continuó: “No podemos escondernos porque el rey nos mandará a la fiesta.” Azarías: Necesitamos orar. [Todos se arrodillan, inclinan y oran. Todos se levantan.] Ananías: Amigos. [Ananía hace como hablando a sus amigos.] Narrador: Continuó: “He decido obedecer al rey en todo lo que puedo, hasta venir aquí a la fiesta, pero en el momento de adorar al ídolo, no voy a inclinarme.” Azarías y Misael: Estamos de acuerdos. Narrador: Llegó el día cuando todo el mundo se reunió para la dedicación de la imagen en las llanuras de Dura. [Sabios, Capitán, Soldado, Músicos entran.] Narrador: Era una fiesta grande. Una gran multitud estaba allí, y los tres tenían que estar delante de la gente porque eran los gobernadores más importantes. No podían escapar. Los músicos estaban listos para tocar; tenían muchos instrumentos. [Capitán hace como haciendo anucio.] Narrador: Anunciaron: “Todos los que escuchen el sonido de la música tienen que postrarse y adorar la estatua. El que no lo haga será echado en un horno de fuego ardiendo.” ¡Qué horror! Era una prueba durísima. El rey no le iba a gustar que ellos le desobedecieran. Pero no vacilaron. ¡a ser fieles hasta la muerte! [Músicos tocan, todos se inclinan para adorar la imagen, menos Ananías, Azarías y Misael.] Narrador: Solamente ellos no se inclinaron ante la estatua. [Sabio 1 mira a los tres amigos, toca a Sabio 2 y punta a los tres amigos. Ambos miran fijamente a los tres. Músicos terminan y todos se levantan.] [Nabucodonosor entra. Sabios se acercan a él. Sabio 1 hace como hable al rey.] Narrador: Uno de los sabios del rey dijo: “Oh rey, tú promulgaste una ley que él que no se postrara y adorara la imagen fuera echado en un horno de fuego ardiendo. Hay unos varones judíos, los cuales tú pusiste sobre los negocios de la provincia de Babilonia: [Sabio 1 apunta a los tres amigos] Sadrac, Mesac y Abednego; éstos varones no han obedecido tu orden, no adoran la estatua de oro que tú levantaste.” Narrador: El rey se enojó mucho. Nabucodonosor: ¡Tráiganlos aquí! [Capitán y soldado los agarran y los arrastran a los tres amigos hasta Nab que hace como hablando.] Narrador: Dije a ellos: “Si no la adoran, en la misma hora serán echados en medio de un horno de fuego ardiendo y ¿qué dios será aquel que los libre de mis manos?” 18



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace [Hananiah acts as if talking to his friends.] Narrator: He continued: “We can’t hide out because the king has ordered us to the festival.” Azariah: We need to pray. [They all kneel, bow, and pray. They all get up.] Hananiah: Friends. [Hananiah acts as if talking to his friends.] Narrator: He continued: “I have decided to obey the king every way I can, including coming here to the festival, but when it comes time for worshiping the idol, I’m not going to bow.” Azariah and Mishael: We agree. Narrator: The day came when the whole world meet for the dedication of the image on the plains of Dura. [Wise Men, Captain, Soldier, Musicians enter.] Narrator: It was a big festival. A great multitude was there. And the three had to be right up front because they were the most important governors. They couldn’t escape. The musicians were ready to play; they had a lot of instruments. [Captain acts as if he’s making an announcement.] Narrator: They announced: “All who hear the sound of the music must fall down and worship the statue. Whoever doesn’t will be cast into a furnace of blazing fire.” How horrible! It was a hard test. The king was not going to like it that they disobeyed him. But they didn’t waver to be faithful unto death! [Musicians play, everyone bows to worship the image except Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael] Narrator: They were the only ones who didn’t bow before the statue. [Wise Man 1 looks at the three friends, touches Wise Man 2 and points at the three friends. Both stare at the three. Musicians stop and everyone gets up.] [Nebuchadnezzar enters. Wise Men approach him. Wise man 1 gestures as if talking to the king.] Narrator: One of the king’s wise men said: “Oh king, you proclaimed a law that whoever doesn’t fall down and worship the image would be cast into the furnace of blazing fire. There are some Jewish men, whom you put over the affairs of the province of Babylon: [Wise Man 1 points at the three friends] Shadrac, Meshac, and Abed-nego. These men have not obeyed your order; they don’t worship the gold statue that you put up.” Narrator: The king was very enraged. Nebuchadnezzar: Bring them here! [Captain and Soldier grab them and drag the three friends up to Neb who acts like he’s talking to them.] Narrator: He told them: “If you don’t worship it, in the same hour you will be thrown in the middle of the furnace of blazing fire and what god is there who can save you from my hands?” 4/20/2018



Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace



Narrador: Se le había olvidado al rey el sueño. Se le había olvidado el poder del Dios verdadero. Se le había olvidado que los tres eran hombres de fe que no se asustaban de los poderes humanos. Ananías: Oh, rey. Narrador: Dijo al rey: “Nuestro Dios a quien honramos puede librarnos del horno de fuego ardiendo. De tu mano, oh rey, nos librará. Y si no, quiero que sepas, oh rey, que no serviremos a tus dioses, ni tampoco honraremos la estatua que has levantado.” Nabucodonosor: [enojado] ¡Llévenlos al horno! Narrador: El rey mandó que calentaran el horno siete veces más de lo normal y échenlos en el horno. [Todos salen.]



Narrator: The king had forgotten the dream. He had forgotten the power of the true God. He had forgotten that the three were men of faith who were unafraid of human power. Hananiah: Oh, king. Narrator: He told the king: “Our God, whom we honor, can free us from the furnace of blazing fire. From your hand, oh king, He will free us. And, if not, know, oh king, that we will not serve your gods neither will we honor the statue that you have raised up. Nebuchadnezzar: [angry] Take them to the furnace! Narrator: The king orderd that they heat the furnace seven times hotter than normal and throw them into the furnace! [Everyone exits.]



Tercero Acto [Enfrente del horno de fuego]



Act 3 [In front of the fiery furnace]



[Nabucodonosor, Sabios, Capitán, Soldado, y los tres amigos entran. Capitán y Soldado arrastran los tres amigos, que tienen las manos atadas.] Narrador: ¡El rey estaba furioso! ¡Se atrevieron a desobedecerlo! Nabucodonosor: [enojado] ¡Échenlos en el horno!



[Nebuchadnezzar, Wise Men, Captain, Soldier, and the three friends enter. Captain and Solder drag the three friends, who have their hands tied.] Narrator: The king was furious! They dared to disobey him! Nebuchadnezzar: [angry] Throw them into the furnace! Narrator: The soldiers drew near; they almost couldn’t stand the heat. [Captain and Soldier push the three to the fire. When the three go into the fire, Captain and Soldier fall down, scream, and die. The three friends stay on their feet.] Narrator: When they shoved them, the three fell into the flames and the soldiers died from the heat that was so intense. The king looked on with satisfaction. Those who had dared to disobey him where paid back. But suddenly the king’s eyes got very big with fear! It was very difficult to believe what he was seeing.



Narrador: Los soldados llegaron cerca, casi no podían aguantar el calor. [Capitán y Soldado empujan a los tres hasta el fuego. Cuando los tres se entran en el fuego, Capitán y Soldado caen abajo, gritan, y mueren. Los tres amigos permanecen al pie.] Narrador: Al meterlos, los tres se cayeron en las llamas, y los soldados se murieron con el calor tan abrasador. El rey miraba con satisfacción. Los que se atrevían a desobedecerlo estaban pagándolo. ¡Pero de repente los ojos del rey se le pusieron muy grandes de espanto! Le era difícil creer lo que veía. [Ángel entra y se mete entre los tres amigos y los desata. Nab hace como hablando a Sabios.] Narrador: Nabucodonoso dijo: ¿No echaron a tres varones atados dentro del fuego? Sabio 1: Es verdad, oh rey. [Nab hace como hablando a Sabios.] Nabucodonosor: Dijo el rey: “Yo veo a cuatro varones sueltos que pasean en medio del fuego, y ningún daño hay en ellos; y el parecer del cuarto es semejante a hijo de los dioses.” Dios dio a los tres jóvenes la fuerza para ser fieles, y también estaba con ellos dentro del horno de un modo visible. Así demostró a todos los representantes poderosos de las naciones de aquel tiempo quién era el verdadero Dios. 4/20/2018



[Angel enters and gets in between the friends and unties them. Neb acts like he’s talking to Wise Men.] Narrador: Nebuchadnezzar said: Didn’t they throw three men tied up into the flames? Wise Man 1: That’s right, oh king. [Neb acts like he’s talking to Wise Men.] Narrator: The king said: “I see four men loose and passing through the fire and they are all unharmed and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!” God gave the three young men the strength to be faithful and also was with them inside the fire in a visible way. Thus he showed all the powerful representatives of the nations of that time who the true God was. 19



Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego [Nabucodonosor hace como gritando.] Narrador: Nabucodonosor gritó: “¡Sadrac! ¡Mesac! ¡Abednego! ¡Siervos del Dios altísimo, salgan y vengan aquí!”. [Ángel sale. Los tres amigos salen del horno. Nabucodonosor y Sabios acuden a los tres.] Narrador: Querían ver cómo el fuego no les había hecho daños algunos. No los mató el fuego, tampoco se les quemó ni un cabello de sus cabezas, ¡ni hubo olor de humo en sus vestiduras! Todos quedaron admirados de un Dios que podía proteger a los suyos. Dios se había manifestado ya dos veces en el palacio. Primero, en el sueño de Nabucodonosor y segundo, en el horno de fuego cuando vieron el poder de Dios y la misma presencia de un ser espiritual. En las dos ocasiones Nabucodonosor reconoció el verdadero Dios y mandó que lo proclamaran en todas las naciones del gran imperio. Nabucodonosor: ¡Alabado sea Dios! [Nab hace como hablando a todos.] Narrador: Dijo el rey: “Ellos confiaron en Jehova y, desafiando la orden real, optaron por la muerte antes que honrar o adorar a otro dios que no fuera el suyo. Y Dios envió a su ángel y los salvó. Por tanto, yo decreto que se descuartice a cualquiera que hable en contra del Dios de Sadrac, Mesac y Abednego, y que su casa sea reducida a cenizas. ¡No hay otro dios que pueda salvar de esta manera!” [Todos salen.] Así no perdieron sus vidas aunque estaban preparados para hacerlo. Más bien ganaron en poder, en honra y en testimonio, y la verdad fue esparcida en todo el mundo conocido.
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace [Nebuchadnezzar acts like he’s shouting.] Narrator: Nebuchadnezzar shouted: “Shadrac! Meshac! Abed-nego! Servants of the Most High God, come out and come here!” [Angel exits. The three friends come out of the furnace. Nebuchadnezzar and Wise Men gather around the three.] Narrator: They wanted to see how it could be that the fire hadn’t done them any damage. The fire didn’t kill them; it didn’t burn even a hair on their heads; their clothes didn’t even smell like smoke! Everyone was in awe of a God who could protect his own. God had manifested Himself two times inside the palace. First, in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and, second, in the fiery furnace when they saw the power of God and the very presence of a spiritual being. On both occasions, Nebuchadnezzar recognized the true God and ordered that they proclaim Him in all the nations of that great empire. Nebuchadnezzar: Praised be God! [Neb acts like he’s talking to everyone.] Narrator: The king said: “They trusted in Jehovah and defied the royal command, choosing death before honoring and worshiping gods who weren’t their own. And God sent His angel and saved them. Therefore, I decree that whoever speaks against the God of Shadrac, Meshac, and Abed-nego be cut to pieces and his house reduced to ashes. There is no other god who is able to save like this!” [Everyone exits.] So they didn’t lose their lives even though they were prepared to. Rather they gained in power, in honor, and in witness, and the truth was spread through the whole known world.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace



Preguntas Para Aplicación



Application Questions



¿Qué quiso el rey que Ananías, Azarías, y Misael hacer? [Adorar un ídolo.] ¿Qué hicieron los tres amigos? [Decidieron obedecer al rey en lo que pudieron pero no adorarían al ídolo.] ¿Fue fácil tomar esta decisión? [No.] ¿Por qué? [El rey estaría enojado. Los amigos se serían echados en el horno del fuego.] Sí. Los tres amigos tuvieron miedo pero oraron a Dios y también se apoyaron unos a otras para tener la fuerza de hacer lo correcto. Necesitamos hacer lo mismo cuando enfrentamos pruebas.



What did the king want Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael to do? [Worship an idol.] What did they do? [They decided to obey the king in ways they could but not to worship the idol.] Was it easy to make this decision? [No.] Why? [The king would be furious. The friends would be thrown in the fiery furnace.] Right. The three friends where afraid but they prayed to God and also depended on each other to have the strength to what was right. We need to do the same when we face trials.



¿Qué dijo el rey a los tres amigos? [Adorarán al ídolo o morirán ahorrito en el horno.] ¿Qué respuesta dieron los amigos? [Nuestro Dios puede librarnos y, aun si no lo hace, no honraremos la estatua.] Los tres amigos fueron fieles al Señor a pesar de la prueba. Son un ejemplo poderoso para nosotros.



What did the king say to the three friends? [Worship the idol or you’ll die in the furnace right now.] How did the friends respond? [Our God can free us and, even if He doesn’t we will not honor the statue.] The three friends were true to the Lord in spite of the trial. They are a powerful example for us.



¿Qué pasó cuando echaron a los amigos en el horno? [Soldados murieron, apareció un ángel, y no tuvieron ningún daño los amigos.] El mundo no tiene ningún poder sobre nosotros que Dios no pueda superar. Las mismas dificultades muchas veces prueban el poder de Dios.



What happened when the friends were thrown into the furnace? [Soldiers died, an angel appeared, and the friends were not hurt in any way.] The world has no power over us that God cannot overcome. Our very trails themselves often prove the power of God.



Para los creyentes: ¿Habrá hoy quién que tenga vergüenza de testificar del Señor, de serle fiel en toda ocasión, en el trabajo, en la escuela, con los vecinos, u otro lugar? No puede haber para ningún joven hoy una ocasión más difícil de lo que fue ésta para los tres. Tenían la confianza del rey más poderoso en la tierra. Tenían puestos de riquezas y de honor que les daban la oportunidad de ayudar a su pueblo judío. También pudieron haber dicho: “No vamos a sufrir ningún horno de fuego por un Dios que nos dejó volverse cautivos”. Pero veían todo a la luz de la verdad. No fueron cambiados por nadie ni por nada. ¿Somos nosotros tan fuertes? ¿O escondemos nuestra fe? Quizás por hacer lo recto cuando un amigo quiere hacer lo malo, tú podrás ayudarlo a ganar la victoria sobre la tentación y él podrá llegar a ser un testimonio fuerte también.



For the believers: Is there someone here today who is ashamed to witness to the Lord, to be true in every situation, at school, with neighbors, or somewhere else? No young person today could have a harder situation than what the one the three were in. They had the confidence of the most powerful king in the world. They had positions of wealth and honor that gave them the chance to help their Jewish people. They could also have said: “I’m not going to face any fiery furnace for a God who let us become captives.” But they saw the full light of the truth. They weren’t turned aside by anyone or anything. Are we that strong? Or do we hide our faith? Maybe if you do what is right when a friend wants to do something bad, you will be able to help him win a victory over temptation and he will be able to become a strong witness too.



Para los no creyentes: El rey tan poderoso tuvo que reconocer que Dios era más poderoso que él. Sabemos que era sincero, porque al reconocer al verdadero Dios, lo mandó publicar en todo el reino. Todos debemos reconocer mientras haya tiempo que el Dios de Daniel, el único verdadero, es quien manda, y debemos obedecerlo aceptando a su Hijo a quien Él envió para ser nuestro Salvador.



For the unbelievers: That powerful king had to recognize that God is more powerful than him. We know he was sincere because when he recognized the true God, he ordered it published in the whole kingdom. All of us need to realize while there is still time that the God of Daniel, the One true one, is in charge and we should obey him accepting His Son who He sent as our Savior.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace



Versículos de memoria:



Memory Verses:



Alumno 1 y 2 – Daniel 3:17 “... Nuestro Dios a quien servimos puede librarnos del horno de fuego ardiendo...”



Student 1 and 2 – Daniel 3:17 “… Our God whom we server can free us from the fiery furnace …”



Alumno 3 – Salmo 18:17 “Me libró de mi poderoso enemigo, y de los que me aborrecían: pues eran más fuertes que yo”



Student 3 – Psalm 18:17 “You freed me from my powerful enemy and from those who hate me though they were stronger than me.”
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace



Crafts and Object Lessons (1) For an object lesson, have in one hand and audio CD and in the other hand a picture of a parrot. Ask what the two have in common and then explain that both can talk and repeat things. The parrot might be the more interesting of the two to listen but you couldn’t trust the parrot with an important message because you wouldn’t have anyway to know what he was going to say, if anything. On the other hand the CD always faithfully repeats its message without changing it. Like the CD, the three faithful friends didn’t change their witness during trials. When we finally stand before the Lord, we’ll be ashamed if we have been like the parrot and not like the CD, giving a faithful message. (2) Color today’s emblem (flames) and the Bible text sheet (if used). (3) Hand out the student books according to the level of the class. Make sure to get each student’s name on the back and to mark today’s attendance. Color the lesson title page drawing in the student book. (4) Color the lesson title page drawing on page 5 of the student book. (5) Do the lesson response sheet on page 6 of the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (8) Do the cutout craft on page 7 of the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (9) Do a supplemental craft, if you wish (see Additional Resources section)
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace



Alumno 1 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Follow the dots to see what Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael didn’t want to worship.



Color the drawing of Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael in the fiery furnace. Very carefully make a slit along the dashed lines (your teacher will help you.) Cut out the angel on the heavy lines and insert the figure into the slits so that the angel disappears and appears.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego



Alumno 2 – Response Sheet



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace



Cut Out Craft



Find and mark the following words that are related to the Color the drawing of Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael in story. the fiery furnace. Very carefully make a slit on the dashed lines (your teacher can help you). Cut out the angel on the heavy line and insert the figure through the slits so that the angel can appear and disappear.



[Note: The words are “fuego” (fire), “horno” (furnace), “Ananías” (Hananiah), “Misael” (Mishael), “Azarías” (Azariah), and “ángel” (angel).]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 2 – El Horno De Fuego



Alumno 3 – Response Sheet



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 2 – The Fiery Furnace



Cut Out Craft



Color the first flame red, the second one yellow, the third red, etc. Write the red letters in the first line of spaces and the yellow ones in the second. Now read the message.



In the space below, draw some flames. In them, write some of the trails that face you, such as illness, exams, earthquakes, temptations, etc. Remember that God is with you and he can help you.



Cut out the figures and very carefully remove the parts marked ‘Z’. (This is easier if you first fold the figure along the ‘Z’s.) Cut the dotted lines, only where they are marked. Insert the tab “Arriba A” through the slot “Arriba B”. Insert the tab “Abajo A” through the slot “Abajo B”. Pull it down and you will see the three friends. Pull it up and you will see what frightened the king so much. Make lines to connect the questions with the answers:



[Note: The message should read: “Tiraron a los tres amigos al horno. Dios les acompaño y no se quemaron.” (They threw the three friends in the furnace. God was with them and they were not burned.) Be aware: The fillin spaces are missing one blank in the first word on each line. This is a typo in the book.]
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1.



What did the king dedicate in Dura?



God



2.



Where did they throw the three friends?



Idol



3.



Who freed them from the fire?



Furnace



.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness



Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness (La Locura De Nabucodonosor) Daniel 4:1-37 Aim: That the student sees the danger of pride and the importance recognizing that God is over everything. Propósito: Que el alumno vea el peligro del orgullo y lo importante que es reconocer que Dios está sobre todas las cosas. Emphasis for Lower Level: At times God has to correct us like a loving father or mother corrects their children so they will do the right thing. Emphasis for Middle Level: It’s better to heed warnings in time than to follow our own desires, which lead us into troubles. Emphasis for Upper Level: Victory over oneself is gained by turning oneself over to the Lord (see Galatians 2:20). Énfasis para los menores: A veces Dios nos tiene que corregir, como un padre amante corrige a sus hijos para que hagan lo bueno. Énfasis para los medianos: Es mejor aceptar las advertencias a tiempo en vez de seguir nuestros propios deseos que nos llevan a dificultades. Énfasis para los mayores: La victoria sobre el yo propio se gana entregándose al Señor. (Véase Gálatas 2:20). Surprise: Some straw. Say: “¿Para qué sirve la paja? Sí, para comida para la vaca, el burro, el caballo, etc. Pero no solamente para ellos. El drama les contará algo raro.” (“What is straw for? Yes, food for cows, donkeys, horses, etc. But not only for them. The drama will tell us something odd.”) Personajes (Characters): Narrador (Narrator) Nabucodonosor (Nebuchadnezzar) Sabios (Wise Men) Sueño (Dream) Daniel (Daniel) Dos Soldados (2 Soldiers)



Props: Corona (crown for Nebuchadnezzar) Dream posters



Primer Acto [En el palacio del rey]



Act 1 [In the King’s Palace]



[Nabucodonosor entra] Narrador: Rey Nabucodonosor reinaba sobre casi todos los países del mundo de aquel tiempo. Era el hombe más poderoso en el mundo. Babilonia, su capital, tenía muros tan grandes que eran casí 25 metros de alto y tan gruesos que cuatro carros de caballos podían correr juntos encima, lado a lado. El río Eufrates pasaba por debajo de los muros y regaba las grandes hortalizas de la ciudad. El rey ordenó construir enormes edificios, palacios, hermosos templos y jardines colgantes. Su palabra daba y quitaba la vida a quien quería. Él sabía que Dios le había dado ese poder por el consejo de Daniel, Ananías, Azarías y Misael y por los milagros y los sueños que lo había dado Dios. Pero después de un rato se había olvidado del consejo y del sueño, o se había adormecido su conciencia.



[Nebuchadnezzar enters] Narrator: King Nebuchadnezzar ruled over almost all the countries in the world of that time. He was the most powerful man in the world. Babylon, his capital, had walls almost 100 feet high and so wide that four chariots could be driven on top at one time, side by side. The Euphrates River passed under the walls and watered the large gardens in the city. The king commanded that enormous buildings, palaces, beautiful temples, and hanging gardens be built. His word gave or took the life of whomever he wanted. He knew that God had given him that power through the counsel of Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael and through the miracles and dreams that God had given him. But after a while he had forgotten all this, or his conscience had gone numb.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor Narrador: Una noche mientras el rey dormía, Dios le mandó otro sueño muy raro. Esta vez pudo recordarlo. Llamó a los sabios del reino, como antes. [Sabios entran. Nabucodonosor hace como explicando el sueño. Sabios miren una a otro y se encogen los hombros.] Narrador: Justo como antes, no pudieron explicárselo. Así que ordenó que trajeran a Daniel, porque sabía que él tenía una sabiduría otorgada por el Dios verdadero. [Daniel entra.] Nabucodonosor: Yo veía crecer un árbol grande. [“Sueño” entra con pinturas del gran árbol y el tocón. “Sueño muestra la pintura del gran árbol.] Narrador: El rey explicó que el árbol fue tan enorme que su copa tocaba el cielo, ¡hasta podía verse desde cualquier punto de la tierra! Tenía un hermoso follaje y abundantes frutos. Hasta las bestias salvajes venían a refugiarse bajo su sombra, y en sus ramas anidaban las aves del cielo. Entonces se bajó del cielo un mensajero santo que clamaba muy fuerte que cortaran el árbol. Que quitaran sus ramas, que tiraran el fruto, que se fueran las bestias y los pájaros. [“Sueño” muestra la pintura del tocón.] Narrador: Pero que dejaran las raíces y que se humedecieran con el rocío. También dijo que su mente iba a ser cambiada de la mente de un hombre a la de un animal, hasta que hayan transcurrido siete años, para que conocieran los hombres que Dios el Altísimo se controla el reino de los hombres, y que a quien quiere lo da, y que pone sobre él al más bajo de los hombres. [“Sueño” sale.] Narrador: Aunque Dios le dio la explicación inmediatamente, Daniel se quedó callado una hora entera sin saber qué hacer. El sueño tenía malas noticias para el rey. Por fin habló. Daniel: El árbol que viste, eres tú mismo, oh rey. [Daniel hace como hablando a Nab] Narrador: Explicó: “El mensajero santo es el Altísimo dando sentencia de que te echarán y vivirás con las animales siete años. Y lo de dejar las raíces del árbol quiere decir que tu reino volverá a ti cuando entiendas que el Señor reina. Así que, oh rey, sigue mi consejo, y renuncie usted a sus pecados y actúe con justicia; renuncie a su maldad y sea bondadoso con los oprimidos. Tal vez será que continúe tu properidad.” [Todos salen sin Nabucodonosor.] Narrador: Después de eso todo seguía igual. Pasó un año completo. Al fin del año el rey estaba paseando en el palacio. [Nabucodonosor mira alrededor.]
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness Narrator: One night while the king was sleeping God sent him another very strange dream. This time he could remember it. He called for the wise men of the kingdom as before. [Wise men enter. Nebuchadnezzar makes as if he’s explaining the dream. Wise men look at one another and shrug their shoulders.] Narrator: Just like before they couldn’t explain it to him. So it was that he ordered Daniel to be brought because he knew that he had a wisdom granted by the True God. [Daniel enters.] Nebuchadnezzar: I saw a great tree growing. [“Dream” enters with pictures of the great tree and the stump. “Dream” shows great tree picture.] Narrator: The king explained that the tree was so large that its top grew up to heaven and it could be seen from the ends of the earth. It had beautiful foliage and abundant fruit. Under it lived all the beasts and in its branches the birds of the sky made their nests. Then a holy messenger came down from heaven who shouted very loudly that they should cut down the tree. That they should remove its branches, throw out its fruit, and that the beasts and birds should leave it. [“Dream” shows picture of stump.] Narrator: But that the roots should be left and they should be wet with the dew. He also said that its mind would be changed from a human mind into the mind of a beast until seven years would pass so that men would know that God Almighty rules over the kingdom of men and that he gives it to whomever he desires and that he sets the lowliest of men over it. [“Dream” exits.] Narrator: Although God gave him the explanation immediately, Daniel stayed quiet an entire hour without knowing what to do. The dream had bad news for the king. Finally he spoke. Daniel: The tree that you saw was yourself, oh king. [Daniel acts like he’s talking to Neb.] Narrator: He explained: “The holy messenger was the Almighty giving judgment that you will be cast out and live with the beasts for seven years. And the leaving of the roots means that your kingdom will return to you when you know that the Lord reigns. So, oh king, follow my advice and renounce your sins and act with righteousness and renounce your wickness and be kind to the oppressed. Perhaps it will be that your prosperity will continue.” [Everyone leaves except for Nebuchadnezzar.] Narrator: After that everything continued the same. A whole year passed. At the end of the year the king was walking around his palace. [Nebuchadnezzar looks around.]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor Narrador: De allí veía los edificios magníficos, los jardines hermosos, los muros inmensos; oía la bulla de la multitud bajo su poder, y se puso a pensar en la grandeza de su poder y de sus obras. [Nab levanta los brazos y hace como hablando.] Narrador: Dijo “¿No es ésta la gran Babilonia que yo edifiqué para casa real, con la fuerza de mi poder, y para gloria de mi grandeza?” [Nabucodonosor se agarra la garganta y hace sondas como si sofocando. Cae al suelo.] Narrador: En ese mismo momento, cuando la palabra estaba en su boca, oyó una voz del cielo lo avisando al rey que le quitarían el reino, que lo echarían de entre los hombres, que viviría con las bestias y comería paya con los bueyes. Iban a pasar siete años pasarían hasta que reconociera que el Altísimo gobierna en el reino de los hombres, y se lo da a quien Él quisiere. [Nabucodonosor se levanta, se quita la corona y actúa como un chango o burro. Soldados entran y lo arrastran del escenario.] Narrador: En esa misma hora se cumplió su sentencia. Lo echaron del palacio. Comía la hierba como las vacas y los toros. Creía que era un animal. Estaba loco. Eso pasó porque él, conociendo la verdad, sabiendo quién era el Altísimo, el Dios verdadero, teniendo el aviso de los sueños mandados por Dios y el consejo de Daniel, se dejó llevar por el orgullo. [Nabucodonosor entra y salta alrededor del escenario haciendo como un animal.] Narrador: ¡Qué lástima! ¡Y qué aviso tan importante para nosotros! Tenemos que recordar siempre que lo que tenemos, es porque Dios nos lo ha dado. [Soldados entran y lo arrastran del escenario otra vez.] Narrador: Dios mostró mucha paciencia con Nabucodonosor. Le avisó varias veces. Esperó un año más, después del sueño del árbol. Pero al fin mandó el juicio. (Hace lo mismo con nosotros. Debemos escuchar a Dios mientras haya tiempo). Después de los siete años Dios le devolvió la razón. [Nabucodonosor entra vestido con su corona y en su sano juicio.] Narrador: Como ocurrió con Nabucodonosor, las aflicciones que Dios manda duran solamente mientras Él lo permite. Una vez cumplido su propósito, se terminan. [Daniel, Soldados y Sabios entran.] [Nab levanta los brazos y hace como hablando.] Narrador: Declaró: “Ahora yo Nabucodonosor alabo, engrandezco y glorifico al Rey del cielo porque todas sus obras son verdad y sus caminos rectos; y puede humillar a los que caminan en soberbia.”
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness Narrator: From there he saw the magnificent buildings, the beautiful gardens, the immense walls; he heard the noise of the multitude and began to think about the greatness of his power and his works. [Neb lifts his arms and acts like he’s talking.] Narrator: He said: “Is this not the great Babylon that I built for my royal house with the strength of my power and for the glory of my grandeur?” [Nebuchadnezzar grabs his throat and makes sounds as if suffocating. He falls to the floor.] Narrator: In that very moment while the word was still in his mouth, he heard a voice from heaven telling him that the kingdom would be taken from him, that he was being cast out from among men, that he would live with the beasts and eat straw with the oxen. Seven years would pass until he recognized that the Almighty rules in the kingdom of men and gives it to whomever He wishes. [Nebuchadnezzar gets up, takes off his crown and acts like a monkey or donkey. Soldiers enter and drag him off stage.] Narrator: In that very hour the sentence was carried out. They threw him out of the palace. He ate grass like cows and bulls. He thought he was an animal. He was crazy. This was because, knowing the truth, knowing who the Almighty was, the true God, having a warning from dreams that God sent and the advice of Daniel, he still let himself be carried away by pride. [Nebuchadnezzar enters and jumps around the stage acting like an animal.] Narrator: What a shame! And what an important warning for us! We always have to remember that whatever we have has been given to us by God. [Soldiers enter and drag him from the stage again.] Narrator: God showed a lot of patience with Nebuchadnezzar. He warned him several times. He waited another year after the dream about the tree. But finally He sent judgment. (He does the same with us. We should listen to God while there is time.) After seven years God returned his reason. [Nebuchadnezzar enters dressed in the crown and in his right mind.] Narrator: As happened with Nebuchadnezzar, the afflictions that God sends last only while He allows it. Once they have achieved His purpose, they end. [Daniel, Soldiers, and Wise Men enter.] [Neb lifts his arms and acts as if he’s talking.] Narrator: He declared: “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, magnify, and glorify the King of Heaven because all his words are true and his ways righteous and He can humble those who walk in arrogance.”
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor Narrador: Por su locura y por su pena al ver cómo estaba cuando volvió su juicio, el rey pasó por una experiencia terrible. Pero aprendió que es Dios quien gobierna, y esta vez, sí creyó en el Dios Altísimo. Ya no era “el Dios de Daniel” sino que era “el Rey del cielo” a quien alababa. Nabucodonosor dio un claro testimonio del Dios verdadero. [Todos salen.] Narrador: Nabucodonosor mismo escribió la historia. Quizás otro no se hubiera atrevido a publicar la humillación del rey. Pero Daniel pudo incluir esta preciosa historia en su libro porque el mismo rey la mandó publicar para la gloria de Dios. Mostró su verdadera humillación y reconocimiento cuando quiso que todos lo supieran. Dijo que “convenía que se publicara”. Y a nosotros nos conviene siempre testificar de lo que Dios ha hecho por nosotros.
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness Narrator: Through his insanity and through the pain at seeing how he had been when he came back to his senses, the king passed through a terrible experience. But he learned that it is God who rules and, this time, yes, he believed in God Almighty. Now it isn’t “the God of Daniel” instead it was “the King of Heaven” he praised. Nebuchadnezzar gave a clear testimony of the true God. [Everyone exits.] Narrator: Nebuchadnezzar himself wrote this story. Maybe no one else would have dared to publish the king’s humiliation. But Daniel was able to include this precious story in his book because the king himself ordered it published for the glory of God. It showed his true humiliation and understanding when he wanted everyone to know about it. He said that “it was agreeable to me that it be made known”. And for us, it should always be agreeable to us to testify of what the Lord has done for us.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness



Preguntas Para Aplicación



Application Questions



¿A quién buscó el rey para interpretar el sueño? [Los sabios.] ¿Pudieron dar la explicación? [No.] ¿Y quién pudo hacer lo? [Daniel.] El rey buscó al hombre de Dios solo cuando los del mundo no lo pudieron ayuda. ¿Somos iguales? Debemos buscar al Señor y a los hermanos en la fe al comienzo de nuestros problemas, no cuando ya se han empeorado.



Who did the king look to to interpret the dream? [Wise men.] Could they explain it? [No.] Who could do it? [Daniel.] The king sought the man of God only when those of the world couldn’t help him. Are we the same way? We ought to seek the Lord and our brothers in faith at the start of our problems, not when they have only gotten worse.



¿Qué significó el sueño del rey? [Que Dios lo juzgaría por ser orgulloso y no darle gloria a Dios]. ¿Qué consejo dio Daniel al rey? [Ser justo y bondadoso para que Dios lo perdonara.] El Señor dio un aviso muy claro al rey de lo que debía de hacer. En la misma manera, Dios nos dice sus mandamientos a nosotros en su palabra, la Biblia y en el consejo de otros cristianos alrededor de nosotros.



What did the king’s dream mean? [That God was judging him for being proud and not giving God the glory.] What advice did Daniel give the king? [Be righteous and merciful so that God would forgive him.] The Lord gave the king a very clear warning of what he should do. In the same way God tells us his commands in His Word, the Bible, and in the advice of other Christians around us.



¿Qué pasó con al rey? [Se llenó del orgullo y volvió loco. Actuó como un animal.] Aún sabiendo lo que pasaría, el rey dejó que su orgullo lo llevara a una humillación tan grande. Quizás nosotros pensamos que no hubiéramos reaccionado así. Pero, ¿cuántas personas beben alcohol o tienen otros vicios sabiendo que esto les hace daño a ellos y a sus familias?



What happened to the king? [He was filled with pride and became crazy. He acted like an animal.] Even knowing what would happen, the king let his pride lead him to such a gross humiliation. Maybe we think that we wouldn’t have done it. But how many people drink alcohol or have other bad habits knowing that this hurts them and their families?



¿Quedó loco para siempre el rey? [No, solo por siete años y su razón y su reino le fueron devuelto.] ¿Porqué le devolvió Dios la razón al rey? [Entendió que Dios es el Señor y da las cosas a quien Él quiere.] Dios está dispuesto a perdónanos también si dejamos de ser orgullosos y nos sometemos a Él.



Was the king crazy forever? [No, only for seven years and then his reason and kingdom were restored.] Why did God return the king’s sanity? [Because he realized that God is the Lord and gives things to whomever he wishes.] God is ready to forgive us too if we stop being prideful and submit ourselves to Him.



Para los creyentes: El rey dijo que estaba tranquilo en su casa. Él acababa de conquistar a Egipto y de conseguir las victorias sobre las demás naciones. Ahora descansaba. Creía que no tenía enemigos. Pero había uno: él mismo. Podemos ser nuestros peores enemigos. Pídele tú al Señor que te ayude a seguirle siempre y que nunca te desvíes de su camino.



For the believers: The king said he was at peace in his house. He had finished conquering Egypt and achieving victory over the rest of the nations. Now he was resting. He thought he had no more enemies. But he had one: himself. We can be our own worst enemies. Ask the Lord to help you to always follow and never leave His ways.



Para los no creyentes. El rey estaba tranquilo en su hermoso palacio cuando Dios le habló en sus sueños. Creía estar seguro, pero así están muchos que no obedecen al Señor. Sólo una dificultad grande puede despertar a algunos. Dios muestra mucha paciencia para con nosotros como mostró con Nabucodonosor, pero vemos en su locura que al final llega el día del juicio. Es posible prepararnos, si seguimos las instrucciones del Señor. Pero si no queremos oír el aviso, vendrá el juicio seguro. Acepta tú al Señor Jesús mientras haya tiempo.



For the unbelievers: The king was at peace in his beautiful palace when God spoke to him in the dream. He thought he was safe but so do many who don’t obey the Lord. Only great difficulties can wake up some people. God shows great patience with us just as he did with Nebuchadnezzar but we see in his insanity that, in the end, the Day of Judgment comes. It is possible to prepare ourselves if we follow the Lord’s instructions. But if we don’t want to hear the warnings, judgment will surely come. Accept the Lord Jesus while there is time.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor



Versículos de memoria:



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness



Memory Verses:



Alumno 1 y 2 – Santiago 4:6 “… Dios resiste a los soberbios, y da gracia a los humildes”



Student 1 and 2 – James 4:6 “… God resists the arrogant and gives grace to the humble”



Alumno 3 – 1 Corintios 10:12 “Así que, el que piensa estar firme, mire que no caiga.”



Student 3 – 1 Corinthians 10:12 “Thus, he who thinks he is firm, watch that he doesn’t fall.”
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness



Crafts and Object Lessons (1) For an object lesson: take out a balloon and blow a little air in it. Say that it represents Nebuchadnezzar’s pride. Blow some more air into the balloon. Explain that his pride just kept on growing and for no reason since God had given him all he had. Blow some more air into the balloon until it is very full. Say that pride can damage us because we can turn away from God and look down on others. So it damages friends and family too because we become puffed up and think we are more important. Blow up the balloon until it explodes (or puncture or squeeze it until it explodes). Explain that just like that, Nebuchadnezzar lost seven years of his life because of pride. Pride damages others too but it can damage us most of all if it separates us from God. (2) Color today’s emblem (tree) and the Bible text sheet (if used). (3) Hand out the student books according to the level of the class. Make sure to get each student’s name on the back and to mark today’s attendance. Color the lesson title page drawing in the student book. (4) Color the lesson title page drawing on page 9 of the student book. (5) Do the lesson response sheet on page 10 of the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (6) The cutout craft on page 11 of the student book is covered by the object lesson described in (1) above. See the next three pages for translated versions. (7) Do a supplemental craft, if you wish (see Additional Resources section).
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness



Alumno 1 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Starting with the figure of the king that is at the bottom, trace his path and you will see where he ended up when he didn’t obey God.



Cut out the circle and the square on the heavy lines. Carefully cut out the window marked ‘Z’. Put the circle behind the square. Insert a round-head fastener [i.e. the kind that has two metal wings] at the point to join the two parts or pass a thread through the two and make a knot on both sides. Turn the circle and tell the story.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness



Alumno 2 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Starting with the figure of the king that is at the bottom, trace his path and you will see where he ended up when he didn’t obey God.



Cut out the circle and the square on the heavy lines. Carefully cut out the window marked ‘Z’. Put the circle behind the square. Insert a round-head fastener [i.e. the kind that has two metal wings] at the point to join the two parts or pass a thread through the two and make a knot on both sides. Turn the circle and tell the story.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 3 – La Locura De Nabucodonosor



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 3 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness



Alumno 3 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Color the first head brown, the second one yellow, the third brown, etc. Write the brown letters in the first line of spaces and the yellow ones in the second. Now read the message.



Cut out the circle and the square on the heavy lines. Carefully cut out the window marked ‘Z’. Put the circle behind the square. Insert a round-head fastener [i.e. the kind that has two metal wings] at the point to join the two parts or pass a thread through the two and make a knot on both sides. Turn the circle and tell the story. Look up Daniel 4:37. Write the missing words.



After God returned his sanity, Nebuchadnezzar made known his testimony. In the space below, draw some ways you can ‘make known’ your testimony, for example, a letter, the radio, the telephone, singing in church, etc. If you like, write a short testimony about what God has done for you.



Now I, ____________________ praise, exalt, and glorify the _______________ of _______________, because all his works are true and his ways, just, and he can ________________ those who walk in ________________.



Do you have the temptation of pride? Remember the story. [Note: fill in answers are “Nabucodonosor” (Nebuchadnezzar), “Rey” (king), “cielo” (heaven), “humillar” (humble), and “soberbia” (haughtiness).] [Note: The message should read: Nabucodonosor era muy orgulloso. Enloqueció hasta confesar a Dios.]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall



The Writing on the Wall (La Escritura En La Pared) Daniel 5:1-31 Aim: That the students would live according to their knowledge of Christ and avoid the punishment that is coming if they reject the truth. Propósito: Que el alumno viva según el conocimiento que tiene de Cristo y que evite el castigo que vendrá si rechaza la verdad. Emphasis for Lower Level: God has helped us, giving us instructions that we should follow to be right with him. Emphasis for Middle Level: Don’t let yourself get controlled by your friends, rather obey God. Emphasis for Upper Level: Take advantage of the word of God and other’s experiences to be wise in our decisions and actions. Énfasis para los menores: Dios nos ha ayudado dándonos instrucciones que debemos seguir para estar bien con Él. Énfasis para los medianos: No dejarse llevar por los amigos, sino obedecer a Dios. Énfasis para los mayores: Aprovechar la Palabra de Dios y las experiencias de otros para ser sabios en nuestras decisiones y acciones. Surprise: A piece of paper with Aramaic letters. Say: “¿Quién puede leer esta escritura? ¡Nadie aquí! Hoy veremos a otros que tampoco podían y a qué les pasó.” (“Who can read this writing? No one here! Today we’ll see others who couldn’t read it either and what happened to them.”) Personajes (Characters): Narrador (Narrator) Belsasar (Belshazzar) Varios Príncipes (Several Princes) Siervo (servant) “Mano” (“Hand” writing) Dos Sabios (Two Wise Men) Reina Madre (Queen Mother) Daniel (Daniel) Dos Soldados (Two Soldiers)



Props (Accesorios): Mesa (Table for feast) Vasos del templo (temple vessels) Mano (Hand prop which can write on wall) Vestido de púrpura (Purple robe) Collar de oro (Gold necklace) Espadas (swords for soldiers)



Primer Acto [En el palacio del Belsasar] Narrador: Ayer aprendieron como Nabucodonosor llegar a dar gloria al Dios verdadero. ¿Que le pasó? [Permite que los alumnos digan qué recuerdan.] Hoy vemos Babilonia muchos años después. Hacía tiempo que había muerto Nabucodonosor, y otros reyes después de él. [Belsasar y Príncipes entran, sientan, comen, y beben. Hacen fiesta.] Narrador: Aquí están en un gran banquete. El nuevo rey, Belsasar, hizo una fiesta en un gran salón, con muchos príncipes y gente importante. Estaban todos vestidos de lujo. Daniel no estaba en esta fiesta. Ya era un hombre viejito. Pero si hubiera sido joven tampoco le habría gustado esa fiesta, porque todos estaban comiendo y bebiendo mucho vino y alabando a los dioses de oro y plata y piedra.



Act 1 [In the palace of Belshazzar] Narrator: Yesterday we learned how Nebuchadnezzar came to give glory to the True God. What happened to him? [Allow the students to say what they remember.] Today we see Babylonia many years later. Time has passed since Nebuchadnezzar died and other kings after him. [Belshazzar and Princes enter, sit, eat, and drink. They party.] Narrator: Here is a great banquet. The new king, Belshazzar, gave a feast in a great hall with many princes and important people. They were all dressed luxuriously. Daniel wasn’t at the feast. He was now an old man. But if he had been young he still wouldn’t have liked this feast because everyone was eating and drinking a lot of wine and praising gods of gold and silver and stone.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared Narrador: El rey Belsasar conocía todo de Nabucodonosor y sus encuentros con Dios pero no quería adorar al Dios verdadero. Cuando todos estaban borrachos, Belsasar quería divertirse más, y mandó buscar los vasos sagrados que Nabucodonosor había traído del templo en Jerusalén hacía muchos años. Esos vasos del templo antes usaban en la adoración de Dios. [Siervo entra con vasos del templo. Los da a Belsasar y a los Príncipes. Siervo sale.] Narrador: Empezaron todos los príncipes a tomar vino en ellos, ensuciándolos. [Todos usan los vasos sangrados y ríen.] Narrador: De repente, mientras se gozaban tomando en los vasos sagrados y alabando a los dioses falsos, salieron unos dedos de mano de hombre que escribían sobre la pared. [“Mano” entra y escriba en la pared. Todos se asustan mucho. “Mano” sale.] Narrador: Cuando el rey Belsasar vio la mano sola escribiendo, se asustó muchísimo. Palideció y se turbó. Sus rodillas chocaban la una contra la otra. [Todos hace como muy asustados.] Belsasar: Busquen a los sabios y adivinos. [Sabios entran.] Belsasar: Hombres. Narrador: Continuo: “Prometo que al que lee la escritura y la explica, le daré un vestido de púrpura y un collar de oro y será el tercero en el reino.” [Belsasar punta al escrito en la pared. Sabios miran al escrito y se escogen los hombros.] Narrador: Belsasar buscó a los adivinos primero, pero no pudieron explicar al rey qué quería decir. En 1 Corintios 2:14 dice que el incrédulo no encuentra en el mundo ninguna ayuda para entender las cosas espirituales. Entonces el rey Belsasar se asustó aun más. [Sabios salen. Todos hacen como asustados.] Narrador: Belsasar se puso pálido, y también los príncipes. Ellos sabían que estaban ofendiendo al Dios de los judíos, porque estaban ensuciando los vasos sagrados que eran del templo en Jerusalén. Antes creían que el Dios de los judíos cautivos no tenía importancia. Ahora estaban asustados. [Belsar hace como hablando a los otros.] Narrador: Belsasar dijo: “Quizás tenían razón en creer que el Dios de ellos tiene poder. La historia que nos cuentan del horno de fuego también era verdad.” Narrador: La reina madre, que conocía a Daniel, no estaba en la fiesta. Cuando supo del susto del rey, entró en el salón.
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall Narrator: King Belshazzar knew everything about Nebuchadnezzar and his encounters with God but he didn’t want to worship the True God. When everyone was drunk, Belshazzar wanted to have some more fun and he ordered them to look for the sacred vessels that Nebuchadnezzar had brought from the temple in Jerusalem many years before. Those temple vessels were used before to worship God. [Servant enters with temple cups. He gives them to Belshazzar and the princes. Servant exits.] Narrator: All the princes began to drink wine from them which defiled them. [Everyone uses the sacred cups and laughs.] Narrator: Suddenly, while they were enjoying drinking from the sacred cups and praising false gods, the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and wrote on the wall. [“Hand” enters and writes on the wall. Everyone is very frightened. “Hand” exits.] Narrator: When King Belshazzar saw the hand writing, he was very afraid. He turned pale and trembled. He knees knocked. [Everyone acts very frightened.] Belshazzar: Look for the wise men and diviners. [Wise men enter.] Belshazzar: Men. Narrator: He continued: “I promise that to whoever reads the writing and explains it, I will give him a purple robe and a gold necklace and he will be third in the kingdom.” [Belshazzar points to the writing on the wall. Wise me look at it and shrug their shoulders.] Narrator: Belshazzar looked first to the diviners but they couldn’t explain to the king what it meant. In 1 Corinthians 2:14, it says that the unbeliever can’t find any help in this world to understand spiritual things. Then King Belshazzar was even more afraid. [Wise men exit. Everyone acts afraid.] Narrator: Belshazzar turned pale and so did the princes. They knew they had offended the God of the Jews because they were defiling the sacred cups that were from the temple in Jerusalem. Earlier they had believed that the God of the Jewish captives had no importance. Now they were scared. [Belshazzar acts like he’s talking to the others.] Narrator: Belshazzar dijo: “Maybe they were right to believe that their God is powerful. The story they told us about the fiery furnace must also be true.” Narrator: The queen mother, who knew Daniel, wasn’t at the feast. When she found out about the king’s terror, she came to the hall.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared [Reina Madre entra y actúa como hablando al rey.] Narrador: La reina madre dijo: “Rey, para siempre vive. En tu reino hay un varón que tiene el espíritu de los dioses santos. En los días de Nabucodonosor, se encontró en él sabiduría. Así que llamen ahora a Daniel, y él le mostrará el significado.” Narrador: Trajeron a Daniel delante del rey. [Daniel entra. Reina Madre sale.] Belsasar: ¿Eres tú Daniel? Daniel: Yo soy. [Rey hace como hablando a Daniel.] Narrador: El rey lo dijo: “He oído que eres sabio, que puedes solucionar misterios. Si tú puedes leerla y mostrarme su interpretación, serás vestido de púrpura, tendrás un collar de oro y serás tercero en el reino.” Daniel: Oh, rey. [Daniel hace como hablando a Rey.] Narrador: Daniel dijo: “Puedes dar los regalos a otros, pero leeré la escritura al rey y le mostraré el significado.” Narrador: Daniel no buscaba riquezas de este mundo. Además, el puesto que le prometió Belsasar no iba a durar. Se acababa esa noche. Las cosas de este mundo son pasajeros. Nosotros, como Daniel, debemos anhelar las cosas eternas. [Daniel hace como hablando al rey.] Narrador: Daniel siguió diciendo al rey: “Dios dio a tu padre Nabucodonosor el reino. Todas las naciones temblaban delante de él. Reinó absolutamente sobre todos los hombres. Pero cuando su corazón se hizo orgulloso, fue quitado del trono y echado con las bestias hasta que conoció que Dios se enseñorea de los hombres. Y tú, Belsasar, sabiendo todo esto, no has humillado tu corazón delante del Señor. Al contrario, hiciste traer delante de ti los vasos de la casa del Señor y tú y tus príncipes bebieron vino en ellos. Además de esto, diste alabanza a ídolos, que ni ven, ni oyen, ni saben; y al Dios en cuya mano está tu vida nunca honraste. Así que fue enviada de su presencia la palma de la mano que trazó esta escritura: Daniel: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPARSIN. [Daniel hace como hablando al rey.] Narrador: Daniel concluyó: “Quiere decir que Dios contó tu reino, y le ha puesto fin. Que te ha puesto en la balanza, y te falta mucho. Que tu reino ha sido destruido y dado a los medos y los persas.” [Príncipe pone el vestido y collar en Daniel.] Narrador: Entonces Belsasar ordenó que vistieron a Daniel de púrpura, y en su cuello le pusieron un collar de oro y pregonaron que Daniel sería el tercer señor en el reino. [Daniel sale.] 4/20/2018



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall [Queen Mother enters. Acts as if talking to king.] Narrator: The queen mother said: “King, live forever. In your kingdom is a man who has the spirit of the holy gods. In the days of Nebuchadnezzar, wisdom was found in him. So have them call for Daniel and he will show you the meaning.” Narrator: They brought Daniel before the king. [Daniel enters. Queen Mother exits.] Belshazzar: Are you Daniel? Daniel: I am. [King acts as if talking to Daniel.] Narrator. The king told Daniel: “I have heard you are wise, that you can solve mysteries. If you can read it and show me its interpretation, you shall be dressed in purple, you shall have a gold necklace, and you shall be third in the kingdom.” Daniel: Oh, rey. [Daniel acts as if talking to King.] Narrator: Daniel said: “You can give the gifts to others but I will read the writing and show you the meaning.” Daniel did not seek riches from this world. Furthermore, the office that Belshazzar promised wasn’t going to last. It was ending that night. The things of this world are passing. We, like Daniel, should long for eternal things. [Daniel acts as if speaking to the king.] Narrator: Daniel continued saying to the king: “God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar the kingdom. All nations trembled before him. He reigned absolutely over all men. But when his heart became proud, his throne was taken away and he was cast out with the beasts until he knew that God is Lord over men. And you, Belshazzar, knowing this, haven’t humbled your heart before the Lord. On the contrary, you had them bring you the cups from the Lord’s house and you and your princes drank wine from them. Also, you gave praises to idols that don’t see or hear or understand, and the God whose hand holds your life, you never honored. So, from His presence hand was sent the hand that drew this writing:” Daniel: Mene mene tekel upharsin. [Daniel acts as if speaking to the king.] Narrator: Daniel concluded: “It means that God counted your kingdom and has put an end to it. That you have been weighed in the balance and you were found very wanting. That your kingdom has been destroyed and given to the Medes and the Persians.” [Prince puts the robe and necklace on Daniel.] Narrator: Then Belshazzar ordered that they dress Daniel in purple and put a gold collar on his neck and they proclaimed that Daniel would be the third ruler in the kingdom. [Daniel exits.] 39



Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared Narrador ¡Pero esa misma noche se cumplió la profecía de Daniel! Porque los medos y persas bajo el mando de Darío el Medo estaban desviando el río, y su ejército se metió por el lecho del río debajo del muro. Entonces todos los soldados pudieron entrar antes que se dieran cuenta. La gran ciudad de Babilonia, con paredes tan fuertes, cayó en manos del enemigo sin una pelea. [Soldados entran con espadas desenvainadas. Todos saltan y corren alrededor del escenario, gritando y siendo perseguido por los Soldados. Todos salen corriendo.] Narrador: Al mismo Belsasar mataron esa noche y Darío el Medo quedó rey en su lugar. La historia dice que el ejército de los medos y persas esperó dos años sitiando a Babilonia. Belsasar sabía que estaban allí, pero en vez de pedir ayuda a Dios, tuvo una fiesta y insultó al Señor. Isaías había profetizado la caída de Babilonia. Si no prestamos atención a los juicios de Dios, un día seremos superados por ellos. Los babilonios se sentían seguros con los muros tan gruesos y un ejército fuerte. Pero en un momento cambió todo. No sabían que los enemigos estaban metiéndose de un modo nuevo e inesperado. Nosotros no debemos confiar en las cosas que vemos, sino en el Señor, porque, como dice Salmo 20:7: “Estos confían en carros, y aquellos en caballos; mas nosotros del nombre de Jehová nuestro Dios tendremos memoria.”



40



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall Narrator: But that very night Daniel’s prophecy was fulfilled! Because the Medes and Persians under the command of Darius the Mede were diverting the river and their army went in the riverbed underneath the wall. Then all the soldiers were able to enter before they noticed. The great city of Babylon, with such strong walls, fell into the enemy’s hands without a fight. [Soldiers enter with drawn swords. Everyone jumps to their feet and runs around the stage shouting and being chased by the Soldiers. Everyone exits running.] Narrator: They killed Belshazzar himself that night and Darius the Mede became king in his place. The story goes that the Medeo-Persian army waited two years laying siege to Babylon. Belshazzar knew that they were there but instead of asking for God’s help, he had a feast and insulted the Lord. Isaiah had prophesied the fall of Babylonia. If we don’t pay attention to God’s judgments, we will be overtaken by them someday. The Babylonians felt safe with such great walls and a strong army. But in an instant, everything changed. They didn’t know that the enemy was coming in by a new and unexpected way. We ought not to trust in things we see but in the Lord because, as Psalm 20:7 says: “Some trust in chariots and others in horses, but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.”
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall



Preguntas Para Aplicación



Application Questions



¿Qué hacían el rey y sus príncipes al comienzo de la historia? [Estaban en una fiesta.] Y cuando estaban bien borrachos, ¿qué hicieron? [Tomaron vino de los vasos sagrados del templo en Jerusalén.] Fue un gran insulto a Dios. Un borracho hace cosas que, teniendo el juicio completo, nunca haría. Hay muchos versículos que nos aconsejan que no tomemos las bebidas alcohólicas en exceso. Por ejemplo. Lucas 21:34; Efesios 5:18; Proverbios 23:29-32.



What were the king and his princes doing at the start of the story? [Having a party.] And when they were quite drunk, what did they do? [They drank wine from the sacred cups from the Jerusalem temple.] It was a huge insult to God. A drunk does things that, in his right mind, he would never do. There are many verses that warn us against drinking alcoholic beverages in excess. For example: Luke 12:34, Ephesians 5:18, Proverbs 23:29-32.



¿Qué pasó después del ensuciar de los los vasos sagrados? [Apareció la mano que escribió en la pared.] ¿Por qué se asustó tanto rey Belsasar? [Porque había insultado a Dios.] Como él no entendía la escritura, pudiera haber creído que esto era algo bueno. Pero su conciencia le decía que eran malas noticias. Sus propios pensamientos lo molestaban. Nosotros, también, sabemos cuando hacemos algo mal y debemos lo corregirnos. No necesitamos “escritura en la pared” para comprender lo que no debemos hacer.



What happened after the sacred cups where defiled? [The hand appeared that wrote on the wall.] Why was King Belshazzar so afraid? [Because he had insulted God.] Since he didn’t understand the writing, he might have believed that it was something good. But his conscience told him that it contained bad news. His own thoughts bothered him. We, too, know when we do something bad and we should correct it. We don’t need “handwriting on the wall” to understand what we ought not to do.



¿Qué significaba la escritura en la pared? [Que Dios evaluó el reino, y le ha puesto fin. Que había puesto al rey en la balanza, y le faltó mucho.] Dios es muy paciente, pero al fin tiene que castigar a los que no se arrepienten. Es bueno pensar en nuestras vidas, porque si Dios nos pusiera en las balanzas en este momento, ¿cuál sería nuestro peso? ¿Pesaríamos muy poco? Dios pesa los pensamientos y los sentimientos, tanto como las palabras y los hechos.



What did the handwriting on the wall mean? [That God counted the kingdom and had put an end to it. That the king had been put on a scale and lacked a lot.] God is very patient but finally he has to punish those who don’t repent. It is good to think about our lives because, if God put us on the scales right now, how would we measure up? Would we be lightweights? God weighs our thoughts and feelings just as much as our words and acts.



Para los creyentes: Si has creído en Cristo, no tienes que tener temor por tu salvación. Pero Dios también nos juzgará por las obras que hacemos, y si Dios nos examina hoy, ¿qué nos faltaría amor? ¿oración? ¿perdón? ¿fe? Es cosa seria rechazar la luz que Dios nos da, como lo hizo rey Belsasar. Tenemos mas responsabilidad que él, porque sabemos más acerca de Dios. ¿Vivimos de acuerdo a su luz?



For the believers: If you have believed in Christ, you don’t need to be afraid about your salvation. But God will judge us too for the works we do and, if God measured us today, would be lacking in love? In prayer? In forgiveness? In faith? It’s a serious thing to reject the light that God gives us as king Belshazzar did. We have even more responsibility than he did because we know more about God. Do we live according to His light?



Para los no creyentes: Nunca será posible que nos salvemos por nuestra propia virtud, porque somos pecadores y estamos “destituidos de la gloria de Dios” (Romanos 3:23). Pero Dios nos ha ofrecido la salvación en su Hijo, el Señor Jesús. Si le recibimos como nuestro Salvador, no nos falta peso en las balanzas, pues la justicia de Cristo basta. Si no le recibimos, “la paga del pecado es la muerte” (Romanos 6:23).



For the unbelievers: It will never be possible for our righteousness to save us because we are sinners and have “fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). But God has offered us salvation through his Son, the Lord Jesus. If we receive Him as our Savior, we won’t come up short on the scales because the righteousness of Christ is enough. If we don’t receive Him, “the payment of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared



Versículos de memoria:



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall



Memory Verses:



Alumno 1 and 2 – 1 Corintios 3:13 “La obra de cada uno se hará manifiesta...”



Student 1 and 2 – 1 Corinthians 3:13 “The work of each one will be made manifest…”



Alumno 3 – 1 Samuel 2:3 “... Porque el Dios de todo saber es Jehová y a él toca el pesar las acciones”



Student 3 – 1 Samuel 2:3 “… Because the God of all knowing is Jehovah and He weighs our actions.”
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall



Crafts and Object Lessons (1) For an object lesson, make a large version of the cutout craft in the Alumno 3 student book (see below). Lower the craft slowly while sayig that the hand appeared. Orient the paper strip horizontally so as to slowly reveal the Aramaic letters. By moving the strip rapidly up and down while you reveal the letters, you can create the impression that it is writing. Afterwards, lift up the part written in Aramaic to reveal the interpretation in Spanish. Explain that many people in that day understood Aramaic, these letters that seem so strange to us, but only Daniel was able to explain what the message meant because God revealed it to him. If we listen to God he will explain His will for our lives too. (2) Color today’s emblem (cup) and the Bible text sheet (if used). (3) Hand out the student books according to the level of the class. Make sure to get each student’s name on the back and to mark today’s attendance. Color the lesson title page drawing in the student book. (4) Color the lesson title page drawing on page13 of the student book. (5) Do the lesson response sheet on page 14 the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (6) Do the cut out craft on page 15 the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (7) Do a supplemental craft, if you wish (see Additional Resources section).
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall



Alumno 1 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



With a yellow crayon, color all the parts that have dots and you will see the utensils of the temple that the king used at his feast.



Color the drawing. Glue it on some cardboard. Cut the pieces and put the puzzle back together.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared



Alumno 2 – Response Sheet



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall



Cut Out Craft



With a yellow crayon, color all the parts that have dots and you will see the utensils of the temple that the king used at his feast.



Cut out the three rectangles. Cut the dotted lines only where they are marked. Glue edge #1 over the line of X’s on the first rectangle. Insert the flap with the Aramaic letters through the slit in the second rectangle [the one labeled #2] so that it covers the “#2”. Move rectangle #2 to make it seem that the hand is writing. Afterwards lift the strip with the letters to see the interpretation. [Note: The three “interpretations” say (left to right): “God counted your kingdom and has put it to an end” “You have been weighed in the balance and found wanting” and “Your kingdom has been broken and given to the Medes and the Persians.”]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 4 – La Escritura En La Pared



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 4 – The Writing On The Wall



Alumno 3 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



color the first box pink, the second one yellow, the third pink, etc. Write the pink letters in the first line of spaces and the yellow ones in the second. Now read the message.



Cut out the three rectangles. Cut the dotted lines only where they are marked. Glue edge #1 over the line of X’s on the first rectangle. Insert the flap with the Aramaic letters through the slit in the second rectangle [the one labeled #2] so that it covers the “#2”. Move rectangle #2 to make it seem that the hand is writing. Afterwards lift the strip with the letters to see the interpretation.



Belshazzar was found wanting because he did not obey God nor respect the sacred vessels. In the space below, draw things that you will respect, for example, the Bible, the Holy Communion, the musical instruments of the church, etc.



[Note: The message should read: “Belsasar se asustó viendo la mano y Daniel le interpretó el mensaje.” (Belshazzar was frightened seeing the hand and Daniel interpreted the message to him.) Be aware that there is a space missing on the second line of spaces where the word “y” should go.]
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What happened when Belshazar was found wanting? God took away the (kingdom) (punishment) and he (rested) (died). If God “weighed” you today, how would he find you? [Note: The three “interpretations” say (left to right): “God counted your kingdom and has put it to an end” “You have been weighed in the balance and found wanting” and “Your kingdom has been broken and given to the Medes and the Persians.”]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



The Lions’ Den (El Foso De Los Leones) Daniel 6:1-28 Aim: That the student knows the importance of being true to God in faith, witness, and prayer. Propósito: Que el alumno conozca la importancia de ser fiel a Dios en fe, en testimonio y en oración. Emphasis for Lower Level: God cares for His own. Nothing can hurt us if God doesn’t allow it. Emphasis for Middle Level: It mattered more to Daniel to be true to God than to be scared of and be overcome by others. Emphasis for Upper Level: That, having most of their lives before them, each student resolves to not go through times of spiritual coldness but rather serve the Lord continually. Énfasis para los menores: Dios cuida a los suyos. Nada nos puede dañar si Dios no lo permite. Énfasis para los medianos: Fue de más valor para Daniel ser fiel al Señor que asustarse y dejarse llevar por otros. Énfasis para los mayores: Teniendo la mayor parte de la vida por delante, que cada uno proponga no pasar por períodos de frialdad espiritual, sino servir al Señor continuamente. Surprise: A ring. Say: “Una persona muy importante hizo algo con su anillo que hoy no se hace con los anillos. El drama les dirá qué fue lo que hizo.” (“A very important person did something with his ring which today is not done with rings. The drama will tell you what he did.”) Personajes (Characters): Darío (Darius) Daniel (Daniel) Dos Gobernadores (Two Governors) Dos Soldados (Two Soldiers) Dos Leones (Two Lions) Ángel (Angel)



Props (Accesorios): Rollo (scroll with law) Pluma (pen for signing law) Piedra (stone for sealing lion’s den) Anillo (ring for sealing stone)



Primer Acto [En el palacio del rey]



Act 1 [In the palace of the king]



Narrador: ¿Recuerdan quién era el nuevo rey de Babilonia? [Deja que responden.] Sí, era Darío el Medo. [Darío entra y sienta.] Narrador: Al empezar su gobierno, para organizarlo bien, escogió a ciento veinte gobernadores para ayudarlo. También, puso tres otros gobernadores superióres sobre ellos. Uno de los tres era mejor a los demás, porque tenía más sabiduría. Era un hombre anciano, de unos ochenta años. ¿Quién sería aquel viejito tan sabio? ¡Sí, era Daniel! El nuevo rey también sabía que era sabio, y por eso lo nombró. [Entran Daniel y Dos Gobernadores.] Narrador: Aquí tenemos a los tres gobernadores recibiendo sus instrucciones y hablando con el rey. [Darío hace como hablando a los tres.] Narrador: Darío estaba muy contento con Daniel. Estaba pensando en ponerlo encargado de todo el reino. Pero a los otros dos no les gustó eso.



Narrator: Do you remember who the new king of Babylonia was? [Let them respond.] Right, it was Darius the Mede. [Darius enters and sits down] Narrator: At the beginning of his government, in order to organize it well, he chose 120 governors to help him. He also put three other higher governors over them. One of the three was better than the rest because he was wiser. He was a very old man of about 80 years old. Who could this wise old man be? Yes, it was Daniel! The new king also could see that he was wise and appointed him for that reason. [Daniel and the two governors enter.] Narrator: Here are the three governors receiving their instructions and talking with the king. [Darius makes as if talking to the three.] Narrator: Darius was very happy with Daniel. He was thinking about putting him over the whole kingdom. But the other two didn’t like that.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones Narrador: Sabían que Daniel era muy correcto, y que si él tenía tanto poder, quizás no iban a poder aprovecharse de todo lo que querían. [Darío pone la mano en el hombro de Daniel y ellos salen.] Gobernador 1: Hermano. [Gobernador 1 hace como hablando a Gobernador 2.] Narrador: Continuó: “El rey quiera a Daniel más que a nosotros. ¿Que vamos hacer?” [Gobernador 2 acaricia su barba.] Narrador: Ellos mismos querían más poder. Estaban celosos. Quisieron encontrar alguna falta en Daniel, pero se portaba siempre bien. [Gobernadores hace como discutiendo un complot.] Narrador: Por fin estos dos gobernadores se dieron cuenta que no iban a encontrar nada en contra de Daniel en su trabajo, y si quieran encontrar algo contra él tenía que ser relacionada con la ley de Dios. [Daniel entra y para a la orilla del escenario. Se arrodilla y hace como orando.] Narrador: Observaron que Daniel era muy fiel en la oración. Pensaron en un plan muy malo, muy injusto; el celo es malo, y hace cosas malas. Se pusieron de acuerdo para escribir una ley en contra de la oración, para quitar a Daniel de en medio. [Gobernadores hacen como escribiendo en un rollo.] [Daniel se levanta y sale.] [Darío entra y se acerca a los gobernadores. Gobernadores se inclinan a Darío.] Gobernador 1: Rey Darío, para siempre vive. [Gobernadore 1 hace como hablando al rey.] Narrador: Continuó: “Todos los gobernadores del reino quieren hacer una ley que por treinta días el que ora de cualquier hombre o dios que no seas tú sea echado en el foso de los leones.” Narrador: Este tipo de foso era una cueva subterránea donde guardaron unos leones en vez de una jaula. Traían la ley ya escrita. [Gobernador da el rollo con la ley a Darío.] Gobernador 1: Ahora, oh rey, confirma la ley. [Gobernadore 1 hace como hablando al rey.] Narrador: Continuó: “Firma la escritura, para que no se pueda cambiar, conforme a la ley de Media y Persia, la cual no se revoca. [Gobernador da la pluma a Darío. Darío firma el rollo.] [Todos salen.] Narrador: ¿Qué haríamos nosotros si dictaran una ley que no nos permitiera orar? ¿Nos quedaríamos en casa en vez de ir al culto? En Roma los cristianos siguieron fieles aunque veían que sus hermanos en Cristo eran arrojados a las fieras.
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den Narrator: They knew that Daniel very upright and that if he had such power they wouldn’t be able to get away with everything they wanted. [Darius puts his arm around Daniel’s shoulder and they exit.] Governor 1: Brother. [Governor 1 acts like he’s talking to Governor 2.] Narrator: The king likes Daniel more than you and me. What are we are going to do. [Governor 2 strokes his beard.] Narrator: They wanted more power themselves. They were jealous. They wanted to find some fault in Daniel but he always conducted himself so well. [Governors act like they are plotting.] Narrator: Finally these two governors knew that couldn’t find anything against Daniel in his work and that that if they wanted to find something against him had to be related to God’s Law. [Daniel enters and stands at the edge of the stage. He knells and makes as if praying.] Narrator: They saw that Daniel was very faithful in prayer. They thought up a plan that was very bad, very unjust; jealousy is bad and does bad things. They agreed to write a law against prayer in order to get Daniel out of the way. [Governors act like they are writing on a scroll.] [Daniel gets up and exits.] [Darius enters and approaches the governors. Governors bow to Darius.] Governor 1: King Darius, live forever. [Governor 1 acts like he’s talking to the king.] Narrator: He continued: “All the governors of the kingdom want to make a law that for thirty days whoever prays to any man or god except for you, oh king would be thrown into the lion’s den.” Narrator: This type of den is an underground cave where they kept lions instead of a cage. They had the law already all written out. [Governor gives the scroll with the law to Darius.] Governor 1: Now, oh king, confirm the law. [Governor 1 acts like he’s talking to the king.] Narrator: He continued: “Sign the text so that it can’t be changed in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” [Governor gives pen to Darius. Darius signs the scroll.] [Everyone exits.] Narrator: What would we do if a law were enacted that made prayer illegal? Would we stay home instead of going to church? In Rome, the Christians remained faithful while they saw their brothers in Christ being thrown to the wild beasts.
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



Segundo Acto [Fuera de la casa de Daniel]



Act 2 [Outside Daniel’s house]



Narrador: Cuando Daniel supo que la ley estaba firmada, entendió por qué sus enemigos lo habían hecho. Pero no tuvo que hacer ninguna decisión por el Señor, porque ya lo había hecho hacía años. [Daniel entra, arrodilla, hace como orando.] Narrador: En Hechos 4, cuando los del concilio mandaron a Pedro y a Juan que no hablaran en nombre de Jesús, ellos contestaron. “Juzgad vosotros si es justo delante de Dios obedecer a vosotros más bien que a Dios.” Así pensaba Daniel, y de la misma manera, nosotros debemos vivir agradando al Señor y no a los hombres. [Gobernadores entran y miran a Daniel.] Narrador: Aquellos hombres se juntaron para ir a la casa de Daniel con el propósito de ver lo que hacía. Encontraron a Daniel junto a la ventana orando y rogando delante de su Dios. [Gobernadores apuntan a Daniel y salen rápidamente.] [Daniel levanta y sale.]



Narrator: When Daniel found out that the law was signed he understood why his enemies had done it. But he didn’t need to make any decision for the Lord because he had already made it years before. [Daniel enters, kneels, and acts as if he’s praying.] Narrator: In Acts 4, when the council ordered Peter and John not to speak in the name of Jesus, they answered “Judge for yourselves if it is right before God to obey you rather than God.” Daniel thought the same way and, in the same way, we ought to live to please God and not men.



Tercer Acto [Fuera del foso de los leones]



Act 3 [Outside the Lions’ Den]



[Los leones están en el foso durmiendo. Darío entra y mira a los leones.] [Gobernadores entran corriendo.] Narrador: Los dos gobernadores encontraron a rey Darío afuera del foso de los leones. Gobernador 1: Rey Darío, para siempre vive. [Gobernadore 1 hace como hablando al rey.] Narrador: Continuó: “Daniel no te respeta a ti, oh rey, ni a la ley que confirmaste, el cual no se puede cambiar. Sino que tres veces al día hace su oración.”



[The lions are in the den asleep. Darius enters and looks at the lions.] [Governors enter running.] Narrator: The two governors found king Darius outside the lions’ den. Governor 1: King Darius, live forever. [Governor 1 acts like he’s talking to the king.] Narrator: He continued: “Daniel doesn’t respect you, oh king, or the law that you confirmed, which cannot be changed. Instead three times a day he raises up his prayer.” [Darius paces back and forth nervously.] Narrator: Oh no! How the king hurt! He never thought this would happen. He began to look for every possible way that he could free Daniel because he appreciated him so much. But in the end the two governors became impatient. [Governor 1 acts like he’s talking to the king.] Governor 1: Oh king! Narrator: He continued: “You know that it is the law of the Medes and Persians that no decree that the king signs can be changed.” [Darius puts his head in his hands.] Narrator: Then the king was forced to do what he didn’t want to. He ordered that Daniel be brought. [Soldiers enter with Daniel.]



[Darío camina desesperadamente.] Narrador: ¡Ay! ¡Cómo le dolió al rey! No había pensado que eso pudiera pasar. Empezó a buscar todos los modos posibles para librar a Daniel, porque lo apreciaba mucho. Pero al fin los dos gobernadores estaban impacientes. Gobernador 1: ¡Oh rey! [Gobernadore 1 hace como hablando al rey.] Narrador: Continuó: “Sabes que es ley de Media y de Persia, que ningún decreto que el rey firme puede cambiarse.” [Darío pone su cabeza en sus manos.] Narrador: Entonces el rey fue obligado a hacer lo que no quería. Mandó que trajeran a Daniel. [Soldados entra con Daniel]
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[Governors enter and look at Daniel.] Narrator: Those men got together to go to Daniel’s house for the purpose of seeing what he was doing. They found Daniel next to the window praying and petitioning before his God. [Governors point at Daniel and leave quickly.] [Daniel gets up and leaves.]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones Darío: Daniel. [Darío hace como hablando a Daniel] Narrador: Continuó: “El Dios tuyo, a quien tú continuamente sirves, él te librará.” [Darío pone las manos en los hombros de Daniel] Narrador: Era la única esperanza para la vida de Daniel, porque los leones siempre despedazaban y se comían al que tiraban adentro. [Soldados echan a Daniel en el foso. Ángel entra y para al lado de los leones. Leones duerman.] Narrador: Trajeron una piedra grande para tapar la puerta del foso. [Soldados mueven la piedra cercana del foso.] Narrador: El rey la selló con su anillo. [Darío se quita el anillo y “sella” la piedra.] Narrador: El rey estaba muy triste. [Todos salen: los gobernadores y soldados rápidamente y Darío lentamente y con tristeza.] Narrador: El rey se fue al palacio, pero no pudo comer. No quiso que le tocaran nada de música. No pudo dormir. No podía pensaren nada, sino en Daniel y el foso de los leones y en los hombres que lo engañaron. Fue una noche muy larga para el rey. [Leones despiertan. Daniel los mira y se arrodilla y ora.] Narrador: Pero, ¿qué está pasando en el foso de los leones? [Los leones acercan a Daniel y lo huelen y lamen a Daniel. Regresan a su lugar y se duermen otra vez.] Narrador: Resultó que, Daniel, que confiaba en Dios, pudo descansar mejor en el foso en medio del peligro, que el mismo rey. [Daniel acerca a los leones y se acuesta y se estira y pone la cabeza en un león y se duerme. El león despierta y mira a Daniel y se vuelve a dormir.] Narrador: Si la conciencia nos molesta o nos falta la fe, no podremos dormir en paz. Pero el que confía en el Señor y le obedece no pierde sueño por el temor o por el remordimiento. Daniel puso en práctica lo que dijo Isaías en Isaías 26:3: “Tú guardarás en completa paz a aquel cuyo pensamiento en ti persevera; porque en ti ha confiado”. Por la mañana muy temprano el rey Darío se levantó, y se apuró para ir al foso. [Darío entra corriendo. Gobernadores y soldados sigan a él.] Darío: ¡Daniel! ¡Daniel! [Rey hace como gritando a Daniel.] Narrador: Gritó: “Siervo del Dios viviente; el Dios tuyo, a quien tú continuamente sirves, ¿te ha podido librar de los leones?” [Daniel se despierta y se levanta.] Daniel: Oh rey, para siempre vive. [Daniel hace como gritando al Rey.]
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den Darius: Daniel. [Darius acts like he’s talking to Daniel.] Narrator: He continued: “Your God, whom you continually serve, He will free you.” [Darius puts his hands on Daniel’s shoulders.] Narrator: That was the only hope for Daniel’s life because the lions always ripped to pieces and ate whoever was thrown inside. [Soldiers throw Daniel in lion’s den. Angel enters and stands by lions. Lions stay asleep.] Narrator: They brought a huge stone to cover the opening of the pit. [Soldiers roll the stone up to the pit.] The king sealed it with his ring. [Darius takes off ring and seals the stone.] Narrator: The king was very sad. [Everyone exits, the governors and soldiers quickly and the king slowly and sadly.] Narrator: The king went to the palace but he couldn’t eat. He didn’t want them to play any music. He couldn’t sleep. He couldn’t think of anything except Daniel and the lions’ den and the men who had tricked him. It was a very long night for the king. [Lions wake up. Daniel looks at them, kneels and prays.] Narrator: But, what’s happening in the lion’s den? [The lions approach Daniel, sniff and lick him Daniel. They go back to their place and fall asleep again.] Narrator: It turned out that Daniel, who trusted God, was able to sleep better in the pit in the midst of danger than the king himself. [Daniel approaches the lions, lies down, stretches out, puts his head on a lion and falls asleep. The lion wakes, looks at Daniel, and goes back to sleep.] Narrator: If our consciences bother us or we lack faith, we can’t sleep in peace. But whoever trusts in the Lord and obeys Him doesn’t lose sleep to fear or to regret. Daniel put into practice what Isaiah said in Isaiah 26:3: “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.” Very early in the morning King Darius got up y hurried to go to the den. [Darius enters running. Governors and soldiers follow him.] Darius: Daniel! Daniel! [King acts like he’s shouting to Daniel.] Narrator: He shouted: “Servant of the Living God, your God whom you serve continuously, was he able to free you from the lions?” [Daniel awakens and gets up.] Daniel: Oh king, live forever. [Daniel acts like he’s shouting to King.]
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones Narrador: El Dios mío envió su ángel, el cual cerró la boca de los leones, para que no me hiciesen daño. [Darío salta de gozo. Gobernadores no están contentos.] Darío: ¡Remueve la piedra! [Soldados remuevan la piedra y sacan a Daniel del foso. Darío abraza a Daniel.] Narrador: El rey estaba muy furioso con los hombres malos que acusaron a Daniel. Darío: [a Soldados] ¡Echadlos en el foso de los leones! [Ángel sale. Soldados echaron a los gobernadores en el foso. Los leones los atacan y los matan.] Narrador: Murieron en la trampa que prepararon para Daniel. [Darío, Daniel y soldados salen.] Narrador: El rey estaba tan impresionado con el poder del Dios de Daniel que escribió una carta a todos los pueblos, naciones y lenguas en toda la tierra conocida de aquel tiempo, diciendo que era una ley que todos tenían que temer al Dios de Daniel, y explicó: “Porque él es el Dios viviente que perdura a través de los siglos, que salva y libra y hace señales y maravillas en el cielo y en la tierra, el cual libró a Daniel del poder de los leones”. Daniel se quedó en el palacio sirviendo al rey, y el nombre de Dios fue exaltado en todo el mundo por medio de su fidelidad
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Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den Narrator: My God sent his angel who closed the mouths of the lions so that they did me no harm. [Darius jumps for joy. Governors look unhappy.] Darius: Remove the stone! [Soldiers remove the stone and take Daniel out of the pit. Darius hugs Daniel.] Narrator: The king was furious at the evil men who had accused Daniel. Darius: [to Soldiers] Throw them in the lions’ den! [Angel exits. Soldiers throw the governors in the pit. The lions attack and kill them.] Narrator: They died in the trap that they prepared for Daniel. [Darius, Daniel, and soldiers exit.] Narrator: The king was so impressed with the power of God that he wrote a letter to all the peoples, nations, and tongues in the whole known world of that time, saying that it was the law that everyone had to fear the God of Daniel and explained “Because He is the living God and endures through the centuries; who saves and frees and does signs and wonders in the heavens and the earth; who freed Daniel from the power of the lions.” Daniel remained in the palace serving the king and the name of God was exalted in the whole world through his faithfulness.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



Preguntas Para Aplicación



Application Questions



¿Por qué a los otros dos gobernadores no les gustaba Daniel? [Porque el rey confiaba más en él.] ¿Qué buscaban en Daniel? [Algo malo para acusarlo.] Y no pudieron encontrar nada. Si hubiera alguien que quisiera criticarnos delante de nuestros superiores en la escuela, o en la iglesia, o en la casa, ¿sería tan difícil encontrar alguna cosa en contra de nosotros? Debemos evitar aun la apariencia de lo malo.



Why didn’t the other governors like Daniel? [Because the king trusted him more.] What did they look for in Daniel? [Something bad to accuse him of.] And they couldn’t find anything. If there were someone who wanted to criticize us to those in charge at our school, or in our church or at home, would it be as difficult to find something against us? We need to avoid even the appearance of anything bad.



¿Qué hicieron los gobernadores malos? [Persuadieron al rey a que firmara una ley que prohibía orar a Dios.] ¿Cuándo hicieron la ley que prohibía orar, que hizo Daniel? [Oró públicamente tres veces al día.] Quizás nosotros hubiéramos dicho: “Yo puedo orar en silencio, y nadie lo sabrá”. Pero Daniel fue a su casa, se arrodilló en plena vista, porque no le importaba que lo vieran, y oró. Quizás tu estás en una situación en que es difícil hacer lo correcto. Usa el ejemplo de Daniel para que seas fiel en tus palabras y acciones. Recuerda que Dios permitió que Daniel fuera arrojado al foso de los leones. Pero estuvo con él en la prueba. A veces Dios permite que pasemos por muchas pruebas, pero siempre está con nosotros. No nos deja sufrirlas solos. Jesús dice en Mateo 28:20 “... Estoy con vosotros todos los días hasta el fin del mundo.”



What did the evil governors do? [They persuaded the king to sign a law against praying to God.] When the made the law against praying, what did Daniel do? [He prayed publicly three times a day.] Maybe we would have said: “I can pray silently and no one will know.” But Daniel went to his house, knelt in plain view, because it didn’t matter to him who saw, and prayed. Maybe you have a situation where it is hard to do the right thing. Use the Daniel’s example and stay faithful in your words and actions. Remember that God allowed Daniel to be thrown in the lion’s den. But He was with him in the trial. Sometimes God allows us to go though many trials but He is always with us. He doesn’t let us suffer alone. Jesus said in Matthew 28:20 “… I will be with you always until the end of the world.”



Para los creyentes: Hay dos formas de pecados: el hacer una cosa prohibida y el no hacer una cosa debida (omitir). Los tres amigos vencieron al no cometer el pecado de adorar a los ídolos. Daniel venció en no omitir la oración. No pecamos solamente cuando hacemos cosas feas. Tenemos que cuidarnos de no dejar de hablar del Señor o de orar o de hacer otra cosa que nos ha mandado hacer. Vamos a examinar nuestro corazón a ver si estamos omitiendo una cosa que debemos hacer.



For the believers: There are two kinds of sins: one where we do something forbidden and one where we don’t do something we should (omission). The three friends were victorious in not committing the sin of worshiping the idols. Daniel was victorious in not omitting his prayer. We don’t sin just when we do bad things. We have to be careful not to stop sharing the Lord or praying or do something else we are commanded to do. Let’s examine our hearts to see if we are omitting something that we ought to do.



Para los no creyentes: Dios demostró su poder y fidelidad cuidando a Daniel pues fue por su fidelidad a Dios que lo habían tirado al foso. Pero los enemigos no podían pedir esa ayuda, pues estaban en contra de Dios. Dice en 1 Pedro 5:8 que Satanás es como un león rugiente que anda buscando a quien devorar. Nosotros tenemos la esperanza de que el Señor nos cuida si estamos siguiéndole a él. Si tú no has creído en Cristo como tu Salvador, acéptalo hoy. Él te perdonará tus pecados y llegarás a ser hijo de Dios. Te cuidará del enemigo de las almas.



For the unbelievers: God showed his power and faithfulness by taking care of Daniel because it was due to his faithfulness to God that he was thrown in the pit. But his enemies couldn’t ask for that help since they were against God. It says in 1 Peter 5:8 that Satan is like a roaring lion roaming around looking for whomever he can devour. We have hope that the Lord will take care of us if we are following Him. If you have not believed in Christ as your Savior, accept Him today. He will forgive your sins and you will become a child of God. He will protect you from the enemy of our souls.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones



Versículos de memoria:



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



Memory Verses:



Alumno 1 y 2 – Hebreos 13:6 “... El Señor es mi ayudador…”.



Student 1 and 2 – Hebrews 13:6 “… The Lord is my helper …”



Alumno 3 - Hebreos 13:6 “El Señor es mi ayudador; no temeré lo que me pueda hacer el hombre”



Student 3 – Hebrews 13:6 “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what man can do to me.”
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



Crafts and Object Lessons (1) Use the Daniel Object Lesson shown at the end of this section. Show Daniel smiling and so confident in the Lord that he could sleep peacefully in the lions’ den. As you do, slowly lower the eyelids through the slits to show how he went to sleep (practice this in advance). Say that the king came early in the morning while Daniel was still asleep and called out to see if he was still alive and then quickly show him waking up by pulling up the eyelids. Tell how Daniel answered enthusiastically that the Lord had protected him. Apply this truth as described in the Daniel Object Lesson instructions below. (2) Color today’s emblem (lion) and the Bible text sheet (if used). (3) Hand out the student books according to the level of the class. Make sure to get each student’s name on the back and to mark today’s attendance. Color the lesson title page drawing in the student book. (4) Color the lesson title page drawing on page 17 of the student book. (5) Do the lesson response sheet on page 18 the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (6) Do the cut out craft on page 19 the student book. See the next three pages for translated versions. (7) Do a supplemental craft, if you wish (see Additional Resources section).
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



Alumno 1 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Make lines to connect each lion on the left to the lion on the right that looks the same.



Cut out Daniel’s head. With the teacher’s help, cut the dotted lines around the eyelids. Cut out the strip labeled ‘A’ that will be used as eyelids. Put the strip behind the head and in front of the openings so that it covers the eyes so Daniel is sleeping without being afraid of the lions because he is trusting God
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



Alumno 2 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Make lines to connect the phrases with the corresponding figures.



Cut out Daniel’s head. With the teacher’s help, cut the dotted lines around the eyelids. Cut out the strip labeled ‘A’ that will be used as eyelids. Put the strip behind the head and in front of the openings so that it covers the eyes so Daniel is sleeping without being afraid of the lions because he is trusting God



1. The one who prayed three times a day.



2. The enemies who wanted to do away with Daniel



3. The one who could sleep while Daniel was in the pit.



4. The ones in the pit with Daniel



5. The one God sent to the pit to protect Daniel.
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



Alumno 3 – Response Sheet



Cut Out Craft



Color the first angel blue, the second one yellow, the third blue, etc. Write the blue letters in the first line of spaces and the yellow ones in the second. Now read the message.



Write what is missing: King Darius couldn’t sleep because his friend named _____________



Daniel prayed three times a day without caring what people said. In the space below, draw some of the places where you can pray, for example, in your bedroom, at the table, in your classroom, and in the church sanctuary.



was in the pit of the _____________. Daniel was able to sleep because he trusted _______ who sent an ______________ to close the mouths of the ________________.



Cut out Daniel’s head. Very carefully, cut the dotted lines around the eyelids. Cut out the strip that will be used as eyelids. Put the strip behind the head and through the openings so that it covers the eyes so Daniel is sleeping. Do you trust in the True God?



[Note: The message should read: “Daniel estaba en el foso de leones. Y el ángel de Dios les cerro la boca” (Daniel was in the lions’ den. And the angel of God shut their mouths.) Be aware that the a space is missing from the beginning of each line, the first in “Daniel” and the second, for the word “y”.]
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[Note: the fill-in words are “Daniel”, “leones” (lions), “Dios” (God), “ángel” (angel), and “leones” (lions).
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Daniel – Confiando en Dios Día 5 – El Foso De Los Leones



Daniel – Trusting in God Day 5 – The Lion’s Den



Daniel Object Lesson Daniel sleeping in the lions’ den effectively demonstrates how much confidence he had in God. Instructions: Cut out the head and cut along the dotted lines of the eyelids (cut just above the dots so they are not visible when the eyes are “closed”). Cut out the strip labeled “A” (that will be used as eyelids). Glue both on light-weight cardboard to make them stiffer. Put the “A” strip behind the head and slip it into the openings at the eyelids. When you lower the eyelids slowly, Daniel will seem to fall asleep. You should practice this to make sure that the eyes can close completely. If they don’t, adjust the openings. Be careful that both eyes close so that Daniel isn’t “winking”.  Application: The contrast is dramatic between Daniel sleeping peacefully in such a dangerous place and King Darius unable to sleep in the comfort of his palace because he is worrying. Darius didn’t have the same trust in God that Daniel had. This truth applies to us too. We can have peace if we are trusting in the Lord. In Spanish: El contraste es completo entre Daniel durmiéndose en aquel lugar de tanto peligro y el rey Darío desvelado, en medio de las comodidades del palacio, por causa de su preocupación. Darío no tenía la confianza en Dios que tenía Daniel. Se aplica esta verdad a nosotros también. Nosotros podemos tener paz si confiamos en el Señor.
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Additional Resources



Additional Resources The Memory Work The memory verses for each lesson are in the student books and sometimes each level book has different verses. All of these daily verses can be found in this book at the end of each daily section. Have each student memorize first the daily verse for his or her level, that is, the ones printed on the lesson title pages of his or her student book. In addition, the back of the student book has a theme verse (Romans 8:31) and theme text (Psalm 18:16, 17-18) for everyone to memorize. (If the youngest children are not be able to memorize them, they can at least take a copy home.) All the verses should be reviewed every day and new material added from the theme verses until the students are able to say them all. It helps motivate memorization if you reward the students who learn verses. There are a lot of ways to do this. For example, there is a page at the beginning of the student book an array with drawings of angels like the one at right. For each verse the student repeats correctly, write the reference in an angel. Some students will be able to learn much more than the daily verses and the theme text. Almost every class will have some students like this. Take advantage of this. Give them as much they want to learn from these verses: Psalm 9:9-10; Psalm 33:18-21; Psalm 24:89, 22; Proverbs 3:5,6; Isaiah 26:3-4; Jeremiah 17:7; Nahum 1:7; 2 Timothy 2:1-12, 15. The Krata-Kraft lesson (“Cinco Hombrecitos”) also has suggested memory verses. Since many of the children might not have Bibles, you should make copies of all the memory verses to hand out so that they can study at home. Scripture quotations in the course materials are from Reina-Valera 1960™ (© Copyright 1960, Sociedades Bíblicas en América Latina; 1988, Sociedades Bíblicas Unidas). It is important to consistently use the same version for the memory work. The Reina Valera 1960 is available on line at the Bible Gateway (www.biblegateway.org). Note that in some cases, the student books have abbreviated versions of the day’s scripture. For those who are motivated, you might want to have them memorize the full text. Note also that the English for the verses in the Memory Verses sections isn’t from a particular English language translation but is a translation of the Spanish.



The Alphabet (Abecedario) The alphabet is a memory exercise to help reinforce the daily lessons. This activity is done flashcard style. Mensaje de Vida publications has a large Spanish alphabet on cards available or you can make your own. When the teacher shows a letter, the children are to recite in unison the letter and what it represents. Each day, teach the letters that are referenced are from things in that day’s lesson. The number you see in front of each letter indicates the lesson where you find that letter and, therefore, the day that it is taught. There is an extra portion of letters for the first day. Each, the letters that were learned on previous days should be reviewed and then the new letters for that day added in alphabetic order until the whole alphabet is recited on the fifth day. 1) A 4) B 5) C 4) D 3) E 5) F 5) G 2) H 1) 1 3) J 1) K



Ananías y Azarías (Hananiah and Azariah) – amigos de Daniel (friends of Daniel). Belsasar (Belshazzar) – el rey que faltó a Dios (the godless king). Cerradas (Closed) – las bocas de los leones (the lions’ mouths). Dedos (Fingers) – los que escribieron en la pared (the ones that wrote on the wall). Eufrates (Euphrates) – el río de Babilonia (the river in Babylonia). Foso (Pit, i.e. lion’s den) – donde metieron a Daniel (the one they put Daniel in). Gozo (Joy) – el de Darío al ver vivo a Daniel (that of Darius on seeing Daniel alive). Horno (Furnace) – donde metieron a los tres amigos (where they put the three friends). Inteligencia superior (Superior intelligence) – la que Dios dio a los cuatro (what God gave the four). Jardines (Gardens) – los colgantes de Babilonia (the hanging ones of Babylonia). Kilómetros (Kilometers) – los más de mil de Jerusalén a Babilonia (the more than 1000 from Jerusalem to Babylonia).
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Additional Resources



1) L 1) M 3) N 3) Ñ 2) O 1) P 4) Q 4) R 4) S 2) T 4) U 2) V 1) X 3) Y 2) Z



Legumbres (Vegetables) – las que comían Daniel y los tres amigos (the ones eaten by Daniel and the three friends). Misael (Mishael) – el tercer amigo de Daniel (Daniel’s third friend). Nabucodonosor (Nebuchadnezzar) – el rey orgulloso (the prideful king). Sueños (Dreams) – los que Daniel interpretó (those that Daniel interpreted). Oro (Gold) – el del ídolo levantado en Dura (that of the idol raised up in Dura). Propuso (Decided) – Daniel propuso no contaminarse (Daniel decided to not contaminate himself). Quitada (Taken away) – la vida del rey Belsasar (king Belshazzar’s life). Reino (Kingdom) – el que perdió Belsasar (what Belshazzar lost). Susto (Fear) – el del rey Belsasar (that of king Belshazzar). Testimonio (Witness) – el que los tres amigos guardaban (that which the three friends kept). Uparsin (Upharsin) – una palabra escrita en la pared (a word written on the wall). Verdadero (True) – el Dios de Daniel y sus tres amigos (the God of Daniel and his three friends). Examen (Exam) – el que los cuatro presentaron con éxito (the one that the four passed successfully). Yuyos (Weeds) – los que Nabucodonosor comió cuando enloqueció (the ones that Nebuchadnezzar ate while he was insane). Zampoña (Pipe) – uno de los instrumentos de música (one of the musical instruments).



The Use of the Map The Mensaje de Vida materials include a large map of the region where the events of the course take place. Everything take place in Babylonia (which is in modern-day Iraq) except for a brief mention of Jerusalem and Judah in the first lesson. Using the map helps the students understand the geography involved in the lessons. The map has squares on it corresponding to the locations involved in each day of the program. There are also sticky-back pictures that are meant to be stuck in the squares for each day. At some point in each day the picture for that day can be introduced and one of the students can be picked to color it and stick it to the map. This could be done to review the lesson or during craft time. The map kit also includes some lion stickers to be used however you choose.



Cue Cards There is a cue card document at the end of this PDF file. The cue cards are designed to be printed out on 8 ½ x 14inch paper in landscape mode. They have their lines in Spanish but the character names and the stage directions are in English. To produce the most readable sheets, it’s a good idea to use a copier to enlarge them to the maximum size paper the copier can accommodate. Then punch holes and mount them with rings on a cardboard back so that the pages can be quickly flipped. If you can copy double sided in such a way that two pages are visible and readable at once as the pages are turned, it gives the actors twice as much dialogue visible (this can be a bit tricky to work out with some copiers). It can also be helpful to color code the speaker parts by using a highlighter of a particular color for each role to highlight the character names for that role. For the Riverview Church Mexico teams, cue cards are what make the drama format possible. They are used not just for rehearsal but also in the actual performance.



Supplemental Craft The Mexico Outreach Resource Manual contains about 11 pages of craft ideas and instructions. It can be downloaded from the Mexico Outreach web site from a link in the Resources Center page. It also has lessons on the Fiery Furnace (pages 31-35) and Daniel and the Lions (pages 40-43) both of which have crafts on those topics. The following crafts were used in the Riverview Church version of this VBS program. They are simple items that can be ordered as kits from popular on-line or catalog craft suppliers or bought at your local craft stores. The section for each craft explains how it is keyed to the lesson for that day and gives suggested object lessons. Use the instructions that come with the craft kit to know how to put it together.      60
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Day 1 – Notebooks and stickers This is “decide in your heart to obey God” day. Verse (Student 1 & 2) Daniel 1:8 – “… Daniel decided in his heart not to defile himself …” Materials – Small notebooks with spiral binding and stickers that say “Pégatele a Cristo” plus some other fun stickers. Note: “Cristo” is used instead of “Jesús” because many classes will have a student named Jesús and “pegar” can also mean “to hit”. Object Lesson – Explain that you’ll pass out small notebooks and stickers to stick on the outside of their notbooks. The stickers say “Pégatele a Cristo” (we would say “stick with Christ”). What the children are to do is put the stikers on the front of the notebooks and to write beginning exclamation point “¡” in front of it and an ending exclamation point “!” after it. (This makes it a command.) Then they are to write their names on their notebooks. Explain that this notebook with the sticker on the front cover will remind them to decide in their hearts today to “stick with Christ” just as Daniel decided to stick with God no matter what. To stick with Christ means to accept Christ as Lord and Savior and to obey Him even when it is hard. If they have questions about what that means, they can ask us or ask the pastor. After the kids have finished the front of their notebooks, tell them that we have other stickers for them to put anywere they want in ther notebooks. They’ll be passed out as the end and they can take the notebooks home too.



Day 2 – Fiery furnace craft kit This is “be true to God in your trials” day. Verse (Student 1 & 2) Daniel 3:17 – “… Our God whom we serve can free us from the fiery furnace …” Materials – A fiery furnace foam craft kit. Try to find one without English words on it. Or put stickers with Spanish words over the English words. Object Lesson – Ask the students who was in the fiery furnace. (The three friends and the angel of God.) Ask if God rescued them from the fiery furnance. (Yes.) Then ask if they knew that God would rescue them for sure before they were thrown in the furnace. (No! They knew God could rescue them but they didn’t know for sure if he would.) Make that point that the friends were faithful to God even when they faced (literally) a fiery trail. Say that it’s easy to stand up for God if there is no cost but that it’s much harder when it costs you a lot. Encourage them to follow the example of the three friends and be true to God in hard circumstances as well as easy ones.



Day 3 – Puzzles This is “be humble and give glory to God” day. Verse (Student 1 & 2) James 4:6 – “… God resists the arrogant and gives grace to the humble” Materials – Blank, white, pre-cut puzzles and baggies. Also markers, colored pencils, and crayons. Object Lesson – Explain that they are making puzzles today to help them remember that when we have decided in our hearts to be loyal to God no matter what happens, like Daniel, we can “hold it together” or be at peace because we are united with Him. Without God we just fall apart because we are at the mercy of whatever disaster comes along. Say that we don’t have the power to make things happen the way we want although we sometimes think we can just like Nebuchadnezzar thought. Even though he was a mighty king, his life fell apart when he trusted himself instead of God. The same thing will happen to us. Tell the students that on one side of the puzzle they will write “Con Dios mantengo integra”. (With God I hold together.) On the other side they will write “Sin Dios es un 4/20/2018
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desastre.” (Without God, it’s a disaster.) The writing should be big enough to cover the whole puzzle not just some of the pieces. After writing, they can decorate the puzzle on both sides with markers, crayons, or colored pencils. After the puzzles are finished the students can take them apart and try to put them back together again. Give each student a baggie to take home the puzzle pieces.



Day 4 – Picture Plate Craft This is “listen to God’s word and follow it” day. Verse (Student 3) 2 Corinthians 2:3 – “… For the LORD is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed.” Materials – Colored plastic plates, digital camera, photo printer, and 3x5 inch photo paper, stickers, markers, glue, glitter, etc. There are several effective ways to put the verse (“Si Dios es por nosotros, ¿quién contra nosotros?”, which is from Romans 8:31) on the plate. We made up stickers with it. In the past we have used markers to write it on the plate so that the finished product was something like this: “Si Dios es por nosotros... ... ¿quién contra nosotros?” Object Lesson – Take each student’s picture and have them glue it to the center of the plate. Have them put the verse on it and decorate it. Ask them to remember what happened to the king in the drama. (He was judged because he mocked God by defiling the temple vessels.) Contrast with Daniel who always obeyed God. Say that we want to be for God like Daniel and never against God like the king.



Day 5 – Lions’ Den Craft This is “God is our helper” day. Verse (Student 1-3) Hebrews 13:6 –“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what man can do to me.” Materials – A Daniel and the Lions Den foam craft kit. Try to find one without English words on it. You can make some stickers with the verse in Spanish: “Hebreos 13:6 - El Señor es mi ayudador; no temeré lo que me pueda hacer el hombre.” Object Lesson – Have them put together the kit and put the sticker on. Remind them that, like Daniel, we are not to fear anything men can do to us. Tell them we can sleep peacefully even among the lions when we trust that God is the one who protects us.
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The Theme Song The theme song, “Como Daniel” (“Like Daniel”), is coordinated to the daily lessons. An illustrated song booklet is available from Mensaje de Vida which is designed be displayed to help the students learn the words. Mensaje de Vida has a CD with various VBS theme songs on it, including this one. The notes for the melody are also provided in the Libro de Director and the Libro de Maestro so that you can learn it by picking out the notes on a piano. Simple guitar chords are provided below. The theme song has five verses. Each verse is about the lesson of each day and should be learned during the song period of the opening. Each day sing any previous days’ verses and add the new one until the whole song is sung on the last day. The song sheets for the two choruses (with guitar chords added) are shown on the next page. Here a (very literal) translation of the theme song: Like Daniel: 1.



I want to be as faithful as was good Daniel; He decided in his heart and never defiled himself.



2.



Like the three I will be and the fire I will choose; Before worshiping the idol and My God I have never denied.



3.



For his pride the great king was punished And like an animal he lived. No Pride do I want.



4.



The king didn’t respect that which was consecrated to God; Weighed he was and came us short. To be short Like that I don’t want.



5.



From the lions I know that Daniel was saved; Likewise if I pray with faith, from God’s help will I have.
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The Student Booklets The student books available from Mensaje de Vida are a vital resource for the program. They are divided into three levels: Alumno 1 (purple cover) for the youngest students, Alumno 2 (green cover) for the middle students, and Alumno 3 (yellow cover) for the older students. Each level of student book has more a more difficult response section and, in some cases, a different cut out craft. If you break into the four class divisions recommended in the introduction, you might find that the Alumno 1 is best suited to the preschoolers, Alumno 2 to the beginners, and Alumno 3 for the two upper levels. Each student book is 8 ½” by 5 ½” and is organized as follows: Inside the cover is a set of “angels” for recording memorized verses (see the Memory Work section above). Next, there is a daily lesson section for each of the five days (this is explained below). Inside the back cover is the theme song (see previous section). On the back cover is the theme verse (“versículo lema”) which is Romans 8:31, a hymnal reference to the theme song (“coro lema”) which is “Confio en Dios”, theme text (“texto lema”) which is Psalm 18:1-5 & 17-18, as well as a spot for the student’s name (“alumno”), teacher’s name (“maestro”) and for recording attendance (“asistencia”). Each daily section has the following contents:  A title page with a drawing to color and the memory verse for that day.  A response sheet with questions or puzzles (see the daily Crafts and Object Lessons sections above).  A cut out craft (see the daily Crafts and Object Lessons sections above). Each student should write his or her name on the back of the book and leave it at the VBS site until the last day. Each day’s cut out craft work can be displayed at the class site. So that the pieces of paper won’t get lost, each student’s name should be written on the back of each one and they should be left at the VBS site until the last day. In addition to the three student booklets there is a smaller booklet available called a Minicuaderno, primarily for those seeking a very economical alternative. The Minicuaderno has smaller pages (4 ¼” by 5 ½”) and has two sheets for each lesson. The first tells the story in a very simple way with a verse to memorize and, on the back, has a drawing to color. The second sheet has the scripture text citations for where the story is told in the Bible, a recap of the story with blanks to fill in, an additional verse and, on the back, another drawing to color. Here are the answers for each day’s second sheet:  First day: “Babilonia” (Babylonia), “Daniel” (Daniel), “Dios” o “Jehová” (God or Jehovah), “rey” (king), “corazon” (heart), “tres” (three), and “diez” (ten).  Second day: “ídolo” (idol), “Azarías” (Azariah), “Misael” (Mishael), “Dios” (God), “horno” (furnace), “fuego” (fire), “rey” (king), “cuatro” (four), and “Dios” (God).  Third day: “Babilonia” (Babylonia), “sueño” (dream), “Daniel” (Daniel), “año” (year), “yo” (I), “loco” (crazy), “siete” (seven), and “Dios” (God).  Fourth day: “Belsasar” (Belshazzar), “oro” (gold), “vasos” (vessels), “mano” (hand), “Daniel” (Daniel), and “falto” (lacking or short).  Fifth day: “Darío” (Darius), “ley” (law), “foso” (pit or den), “leones” (lions), “rey” (king), “foso” (pit or den), and “ángel” (angel).



Bible Text Sheets This Mensaje de Vida resource includes a package of 10 sheets each of which has a Bible text along with illustrations to color. The texts are either from the daily verses or associated with the theme of the course. These can be taken home and put on the wall or refrigerator to provide a reminder of the VBS lessons.



The Bible Object Lesson (Krata-Kraft) Mensaje de Vida offers the Krata-Kraft Bible Object Lesson as an extra Spanish language instructional resource. It has a series of color pages that are used to represent the material being taught and which are coordinated with a memory verse. It is printed in booklet form. The lesson recommended for use with this curriculum is “Cinco Hombrecitos” (Five Little Men). You can either cut out the pictures for use on a flannel board or just show them from the booklet. The Five Little Men gives the gospel in colors in a pictoral form. The first little man, dressed in 4/20/2018
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red, warns of danger, explaining the need for salvation. The second, dressed in blue, tells about the love of God and the salvation He has provided. The third, dressed in white, is happy from having his sins forgiven and from receiving the righteousness of God. The fourth, dressed in purple, tells about God’s command to evangelize the world. The fifth, dressed in gold, encourages us with the promise that Christ is always with us.



Prizes and Recognition You should consider giving prizes daily and at the end of the program for students who excel at various things. For example: (1) to those with perfect attendance (2) to those who are always on time (3) to the student with the best workbook in each class (4) to the one who brought the most visitors (5) to the one who learned the most memory verses; (6) for whatever else that encourages or motivates a child. To show off the students work, make a board for each class a ribbon (or thread) for each student. Each student’s daily emblem (which are described below) can be hung on his or her ribbon to display that student’s work. The memory verse “angels” could also be hung on these ribbons. To stimulate the student to bring more visitors, you can glue a star or something else on his or her ribbon for each visitor that the student brings.



Teacher’s Book (Libro de Maestro) The Libro de Maestro is entirely in Spanish. You will need this book if you intend to do the storytelling format instead of the dramas. It has the story for each day along with interleaved full-page color illustrations of the story. The story has cues for the teacher as to when each illustration is to be shown to the students. In addition it has other material such as a map, the alphabet phrases, object lesson instructions and the sheet music for the theme song.



Director’s Book (Libro de Director) The Libro de Director is an optional Spanish language resource which might be helpful if you are coordinating with partners who do not speak English. It has been largely translated into English and included in this book.



Emblems On the following page are the pictures that are the emblems for each day’s lesson. These pictures are also found in the Libro de Maestro. Make enough copies so that each student can color one for each day’s lesson. They can be displayed on each student’s ribbon (see the “Prizes” section above) or sent home with the students daily.
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Daniel – Trusting in God Cut out the picture for each day and glue one to each student’s ribbon as a prize for memorizing the verse on the emblem. You may also want to have the students color a copy of the picture and take it home to show to their parents. Mensaje de Vida can provide packages of 25 sheets of the emblems.
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