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Chief Minister’s Statement to the Gibraltar Parliament on return to Gibraltar from London on Post Brexit Meetings Mr Speaker, Honourable Members will know that I have returned to Gibraltar this afternoon after a series of meetings in London yesterday. As I rise Honourable Members will forgive me for having to keep the ringer of my phone on. The Government issued a Press Statement yesterday evening which gave some details of the work I had been doing. I was accompanied by the Deputy Chief Minister and assisted by the Attorney General and both Albert Poggio, who is retiring as London Representative, and Dominique Searle who will be taking over in that role. Mr Speaker the House will wish to note that I had discussed with the Leader of the Opposition in one of our meetings early this month, when we planned how we were going to act in the event of a vote for the United Kingdom to leave the European Union, that I would be travelling for meetings with the Minister for Europe yesterday and that we were already preparing for our “Greenland” style arguments. It was clear to us both that the Deputy Chief Minister and I should proceed with these meetings and that we will soon be able to finalise some mechanism to work closer together in respect of the future work that will need to be done as a result. The Cabinet has not yet met to consider how we will propose to the Leader of the Opposition that we should best do this. I understand in fact that the Leader of the Opposition has written to me on the subject of which mechanism we can best use for the purpose of acting in a unified manner going forward and giving confidence in Gibraltar. I expect to see his letter when I return to my office later this evening and it will no doubt inform Cabinet’s thinking in this respect. Mr Speaker, the events of the last week continue to require careful handling. HM Government of Gibraltar • 6 Convent Place • Gibraltar GX11 1AA t +350 20070071 f +350 20076396 e [email protected] w gibraltar.gov.gi



This afternoon, on arrival and before stepping into the Chamber, I have met with and briefed the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition in greater detail in respect of the issues I have dealt with in London. I have also similarly briefed Ms Hassan Nahon who sits independently in this House. Mr Speaker, Honourable Members are aware that one of the many avenues we are exploring involves working with Scotland’s Parliament in order to seek ways to give direct effect to the will of the people of Scotland and Gibraltar who overwhelmingly expressed a desire to remain within the European Union and the Single Market. Honourable Members will have read reports of my very positive discussions yesterday with Ms Nicola Sturgeon, the First Minister of Scotland, in this respect. Ms Sturgeon and I have agreed that we have a common purpose in exploring possibilities which could achieve our common objectives. The Scottish Parliament yesterday supported the First Minister’s motion to explore and pursue these possibilities for Scotland after a debate in which the First Minister confirmed our discussions. Our aim, Mr Speaker, will never be to thwart the will of the British people. It will in fact be the opposite, that is to say: We will act to seek to give effect to the will of the British people of Gibraltar as much as to the British people of England and Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland. That may give rise to varying degrees of membership of or access to the European Union or the Single Market. That which may seem anathema to seem or impossibly complicated is actually of course already the reality we have been operating under for the 44 years which have elapsed since we acceded to the EU with the United Kingdom in 1972. A technical team from Gibraltar will be communicating with the team set up by the Scottish Parliament for the purposes of understanding what the possibilities are. This will no doubt involve seeking fuller understanding of the precedent set by Greenland’s departure from membership of the EEC or European Economic Community, which predates the Treaty of Lisbon and the provisions of Article 50 thereof. There is no rule book which would prevent Gibraltar negotiating – with the support of the United Kingdom - remaining both 100% British and 100% in the EU or in the Single Market even if the United Kingdom or parts of it were to leave. Mr Speaker can I just say at this stage remind Members, who no doubt don’t need reminding, that Section 47(3) of the Gibraltar Constitution provides as follows; 2



“Without prejudice to the United Kingdom’s responsibility for Gibraltar’s compliance with European Union law, matters which under this Constitution are the responsibility of Ministers shall not cease to be so even though they arise in the context of the European Union.” Mr Speaker, that will be an important clause to understand in coming months. Mr Speaker we have also been in close contact with the team of the Mayor of London who is seeking also to ensure that he acts to protect the interests of the City of London and all Londoners who also voted to remain in the European Union. I expect that we shall be doing come considerable work in the future also with the Mayor’s team going forward . It is important in this respect to note that both Scotland and Gibraltar are separate legal jurisdictions to England and Wales. Gibraltar is British but it is not part of the United Kingdom, which in legal terms could be as advantageous as it might be disadvantageous for the purposes of this analysis. It is true, therefore, that there are political realities that might make difficult all aspects of our current considerations and some legal realities too. But in the context of negotiations, it is clear that ours can be a position which would achieve many objectives and which cannot be discarded out of hand. It would deal with business concerns about access to the single market. It would deal with general concerns about freedom of movement. And it would certainly deal with the concerns I am hearing expressed by Spanish Cross Frontier Workers, whose representatives I will be meeting in coming days. I sincerely welcome that the regional government of Andalucia, the Junta de Andalucia, have set up a working group on Brexit to analyse the potential impact on the region as a result of the Referendum result and the creation of which is in part at least explicitly stated to relate to the issues which arise in our hinterland, the Campo de Gibraltar. I expect we will able to work with the Junta also to understand the negative consequences that could arise from a bar to the free movement of people across our frontier with Spain and to prevent any such eventualities from arising, whatever the outcome of a potential United Kingdom notification to withdraw from the European Union. As I have said before and I will say again, the Spanish and other nationals who are cross frontier workers are very welcome in Gibraltar.
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Migration is not an issue in Gibraltar as it may have been elsewhere in the United Kingdom, Mr Speaker. We welcome migration as a cornerstone of our success. Cross frontier workers and those who have moved to Gibraltar from inside or outside the European Union are part of our success. We wish to continue to see them working alongside us in our economy for many years. And Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar is committed to ensuring guaranteed and unhindered access to Gibraltar for them as well as for the businesses and clients of businesses who such workers serve. And to achieve that, it is imperative in my view that we remain, as we always have, ready to work with all relevant parties in the United Kingdom and beyond in the context of Gibraltar’s desire to secure its human and business need to retain physical and commercial access to Europe. For that reason we have worked in the last 24 hours with friends and contacts in the United Kingdom and beyond. In particular, we have been able to express the detailed concerns that are relevant to businesses in Gibraltar to the Minister for Europe in person directly We have also communicated in writing to the Prime Minister directly and via colleagues in the Conservative party the things that we need to ensure are dealt with urgently. We are also perhaps most importantly able to report to the House today that Gibraltar will NOT just be CONSULTED in the process of a potential negotiation to withdraw the United Kingdom from the European Union. We will actually be fully involved in the same way as the political leaders of the Home Nations of the United Kingdom. The Minister for Europe confirmed to me yesterday that Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar will in fact be FULLY INVOLVED in any such process and that we will work IN PARTNERSHIP with the United Kingdom TO SEEK TO ENSURE GIBRALTAR’S INTERESTS ARE PROTECTED AND ADVANCED. He has agreed to write to me to confirm that position as the settled position of Her Majesty’s Government of the United Kingdom. The work has also already started in the terms of some of the other technical and underlying issues that have long afflicted Gibraltar’s ability to access the United Kingdom as a market for our services. I am confident that we are progressing well with that work.
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Last night was a propitious moment to celebrate the work that Albert Poggio has done for Gibraltar in London since 1988. For over a quarter of a century he has worked the corridors of Parliament to keep the Gibraltar issue in the minds of the most influential people in politics in the United Kingdom. As a result, on his retirement from the post of Director of Gibraltar House in London, the reception in the Speaker’s House in the Westminster Parliament was attended by representatives of all parties and of all factions of all parties. It was a final opportunity yesterday to ram home some of the things we had already communicated to decision makers during the day. Albert Poggio will continue to work with us in relation to political lobbying in the United Kingdom. That was always the agreed position; but I am sure that if it had not been, Albert would have nonetheless stepped up to the plate now in any event. Last night, Mr Speaker, our message, was being very, very well received indeed. But the House should be alive to the fact that politics of the current moment in the United Kingdom is as much in flux as the commercial aspects of the future relationship between the UK and the EU. It is important therefore that when we stand up for Gibraltar’s interests together and united as I know this whole House will do. To end this intervention, Mr Speaker, I want to reiterate again some fundamentals, which the House will agree with me bear repetition: Mr Speaker, in all of the options we are looking at; In every alternative we consider; In every future that we countenance; Gibraltar will retain 100% of its British Sovereignty. We have a Sovereign, Mr Speaker. We love our Sovereign. There are no vacancies for a new Sovereign for Gibraltar! What we are going to do is act to ensure we properly contextualise for the whole world the situation in which Gibraltar finds itself. We are going to act to ensure we are the ones shaping the future for our nation and our community.
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We are going to act to fashion a reality that is in keeping with the expressed will of the people of Gibraltar. Finally Mr Speaker, I will shortly be consulting the Leader of the Opposition and the Independent Member Ms Hassan Nahon on the text of a motion that I expect to move in coming days in this House to deal with the result of the Referendum and the response thereto. I trust honourable members will now have a better understanding of the activity that has occupied the Deputy Chief Minister and me for the past 48 hours. I will seek to keep the House and the whole nation as informed as possible in coming weeks and months as we progress the pursuit of the best interests of Gibraltar in these rapidly changing scenarios. Can I also tell the House that I will not be present throughout this question time session and will perhaps have to absent myself at other times to travel, meet or speak to those who may be relevant as we pursue matters. I obviously mean the House no disrespect if that occurs and I know all Members will fully understand. One thing is clear Mr Speaker and I think Members of this House are now fully cognisant of this, and that is that the results of the Referendum on the United Kingdom’s continued membership of the European Union has in fact ignited a chain of events the resolution of which will be more like a marathon than a sprint. And not just for Gibraltar, Mr Speaker. For the whole of the United Kingdom. For the whole of the European Union. And for the whole of the World. I am sure we all in Gibraltar have the energy for it and none of us will be found wanting!
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No Return to Normal : 

03.02.2017 - of radiation hot spots and recovery of dose badges that had been installed in two houses in February 2016. The weighted average for the ...
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No Return to Normal : 

03.02.2017 - Greenpeace Japan by Oda Becker1. Special thanks to house owners, all the people who have supported the Greenpeace radiation survey,. Dr.
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Amendment to Registration Statement Pursuant to the Foreign Agents 

26 jun. 2019 - To give a 10-day notice of change in information as required by Section 2(b) of the Act. □ To correct ...
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How to Complete Your Student's Intent to Return Form ... AWS 

This year the Pinnacle has transitioned to an online Intent to Return form for all students. The. Intent to Return also










 


[image: alt]





How to Complete Your Student's Intent to Return Form 

This year the Pinnacle has transitioned to an online Intent to Return form for all students. The. Intent to ... Log in t
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Statement in response to the inquiry regarding the validity of ... 

Robert-Stirling-Ring 1. D-82152 KraiIling/Munich. Test Items: see listing on ... List of Studies reviewed: Material Study Study ID. Test for Sensitization (Guinea Pig ...
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Statement in response to the inquiry regarding the validity of ... 

11.10.2012 - Behringstrasse 6/8 - 82152 Planegg, Germany. Teleton +49-(Ol89-8QQ (55 OO - Fax +49-IOI8Q-8QQ O5 OII e-maiI: [email protected] ...
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Return to Forest: Mitigating Climate Change through the ... 

Uno fue manejado por la asociación comunitaria Asociación Pacífico Sur y los ..... involucradas incluirían al Ministerio
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Exhibit A to Registration Statement Pursuant to ... - FARA eFile 

21 ago. 2019 - reason of which the registrant is acting as an agent of a foreign principal. .... engaging in believes wi
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the future belongs to us: lgbt rights on the road to the european union 

14.09.2014 - Laslo ÄŒikoÅ¡, State Secretary for Gender Equality, Ministry of Labor,. Employment ... Facilitator: Alex Cooper, Central European University,USA.
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STATEMENT BY VERTIC TO THE 2012 MEETING OF STATES 

10 dic. 2012 - Cependant, ce problème ne se pose pas uniquement dans le contexte de la CIAB. En effet, tandis que le pou
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the future belongs to us: lgbt rights on the road to the european union 

14.09.2014 - Plenary Session. 16.30 â€“ 17:15 Reports from the workshops and discussion. 17:15 â€“ 18:30 Outlook: LGBT rights in Serbia in the next years.
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VXi WARRANTY STATEMENT FCC NOTICE TO ... - BlueParrott 

If this equipment does cause harmful interference to radio or television .... Die Benutzer dÃ¼rfen keine Ã„nderungen am










 


[image: alt]





How to properly install the flex cable on the 4th 

completamente en el socket y se quiebra al tratar de cerrar el iPod.. English: Folding the flex cable incorrectly displa
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On the applicability of computational methods to study the structure 

(1991). 6. Cornell, W. D.; Cieplak, P.; Bayly, C. I.; Gould, I. R.; Merz,. K. M.; Ferguson, M. D. ..... Grubb, D. T. - E
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How to Cable Cast-On 

21 oct. 2016 - How to Cable Cast-On. A beginners guide for learning the cable cast-on method. Escrito por: Taylor Whitne
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appeals to the california 

California Department of Education. 1430 N Street. Sacramento, CA 95814. Cualquier persona con una discapacidad o que es
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Summary of the contributions to the HLEG on Sustainable Finance 

31.01.2018 - including the European Central Bank, in developing sustainable finance, ..... community with long-term sustainability considerations in the real ...
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Do to the changes on the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act moving to ... 

Do to the changes on the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act moving to the Every Student Succeeds Act. (ESSA), North Frankli










 


[image: alt]





The Advisory Council to Google on the Right to be Forgotten - dpaq 

College, Oxford. He is also Adjunct Professor, ... Centre de Formation des Journalistes (School of Journalism) in Paris. She is married and has two sons.
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The Advisory Council to Google on the Right to be Forgotten - dpaq 

does not establish a general Right to be Forgotten.1 ...... 48 Massimo Russo, Editor in Chief Wired Italia, Advisory Council Meeting Rome, 10 September 2014: ...
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To the Music 

go whistling, grumbling, and makes your blood run cold. In the end it spills over and blow up, it spreads, it doubles and provokes an explosion like a cannon shot ...
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batman to the rescue 

DECORATING DIRECTIONS: 1. Base ice 8" double round Gray (Black). 2. Using Scriber Tool, create brick texture. 3. Cut thr
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The road to SUCCESS 

8 abr. 2019 - APRIL 18. ~Puppies' Play Day shirt order forms due. ~PTO Top Chocolate Sellers. Limo ride & Pizza Part
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