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04 elite women - London-marathon

22 abr. 2018 - The current world champion, Rose Chelimo of Bahrain, will be hoping for another ... third victory in an A 
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VIRGIN MONEY LONDON MARATHON 2018



04 ELITE WOMEN Entries Bib no. 101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 116 117 



Name Mary Keitany Tirunesh Dibaba Gladys Cherono Mare Dibaba Brigid Kosgei Tigist Tufa Tadelech Bekele Rose Chelimo Vivian Cheruiyot Charlotte Purdue Stephanie Bruce Rebecca Wade Tracy Barlow Lily Partridge Liz Costello Rebecca Murray 



Nation KEN ETH KEN ETH KEN ETH ETH BRN KEN GBR USA USA GBR GBR USA GBR 



PB 2:17:01 2:17:56 2:19:25 2:19:52 2:20:22 2:21:52 2:21:54 2:22:51 2:23:35 2:29:23 2:29:35 2:30:41 2:30:42 2:32:10 2:38:21 Debut 



Bib name KEITANY T. DIBABA CHERONO M. DIBABA KOSGEI TUFA BEKELE CHELIMO CHERUIYOT PURDUE BRUCE WADE BARLOW PARTRIDGE COSTELLO MURRAY



Awards & Bonuses for Elite Women Awards for place



Time & Record Bonuses



Women 1 $55,000 2 $30,000 3 $22,500 4 $15,000 5 $10,000 6 $7,500 7 $5,000 8 $4,000 9 $3,000 10 $2,000 11 $1,500 12 $1,000 $156,500



Women Any runner recording sub-: (not cumulative) 2:18:00 $100,000 2:20:00 $75,000 2:22:00 $50,000 2:23:00 $25,000 2:24:00 $15,000 2:25:00 $10,000 2:26:00 $5,000 2:27:00 $3,000 2:28:00 $1,000



In addition to the above, any runner achieving the following will receive: • first and women’s course record (2:17:01) - $25,000 • first in race and women only world record (2:17:01) - $125,000
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Preview: Keitany versus Dibaba in hunt for historic record



Mary Keitany (left) and Tirunesh Dibaba after the 2017 London Marathon



After her brilliant women-only world record of 2:17:01 last year, Mary Keitany will start as favourite to win the women’s race for a fourth time, a feat only the great Norwegian Ingrid Kristiansen has ever achieved.



12 months ago to become the third fastest woman in history with 2:17:56. The triple Olympic track champion went on to win the Chicago Marathon last autumn in another brilliant time and will provide stern opposition.



In doing so, the 36-year-old Kenyan will attempt to smash Paula Radcliffe’s outright marathon world record, set 15 years ago on the London course. Like Radcliffe, Keitany will run with male pacemakers in her bid to finish inside the Briton’s iconic mark of 2:15:25.



With those two at the top of the line-up, this will be the first marathon in history to include two women who have run quicker than 2:18 while four of the field have broken the 2:20 barrier and seven have finished inside 2:22. In all there are two world champions and six winners of World Marathon Majors races among this year’s elite women, making it one of the greatest fields in marathon history.



Keitany went through the half-way point last April more than a minute faster than Radcliffe in 2003 but soon fell behind the Briton’s searing pace after her pacemaker dropped out in the second half. The three-time London Marathon champion, said: “The marathon world record is something I have been working towards for several years and now I feel I can really attack the time of 2:15:25. “At last year’s London Marathon, I was feeling good but it was hard to run nearly half the race on my own. By having male pacemakers, I will be able to have support throughout the race. “Obviously, any world record is contingent on everything being right on the day. London has shown it has the course for world records to be broken and I hope my form and health stay strong and that the weather is kind on the day. “I know the record was set by Paula Radcliffe on this course in 2003 and that she is a very popular person in Great Britain but I really hope the London crowds get behind my challenge and can help drive me on to achieve something incredible.” Keitany won’t only be racing against the clock, however, for she will again go head-to-head with Tirunesh Dibaba, the irrepressible Ethiopian who chased her to the line
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Keitany will be joined by three fellow Kenyans: Gladys Cherono, who has won the Berlin Marathon twice in the last two years; Olympic 5000m champion Vivian Cheruiyot, who was fourth last year and won the Frankfurt Marathon in October; and Brigid Kosgei, who placed second behind Dibaba in Chicago. Tirunesh’s namesake, Mare Dibaba, also competes in London again. The 2015 world champion and Olympic bronze medallist was eighth on her London debut in 2017. Another Ethiopian, Tigist Tufa, returns to London for a fourth time, the 2015 champion going for a rare second victory. She just missed out on retaining her crown when she was runner-up by five seconds in 2016. The current world champion, Rose Chelimo of Bahrain, will be hoping for another win in London as she returns to the city where she clinched gold last August. Charlotte Purdue leads the domestic women’s challenge after breaking 2:30 for the first time in last year’s race and representing Britain at the IAAF World Championships. Tracy Barlow and Lily Partridge will be hot on her heels in pursuit of European Championship places.
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MARY KEITANY (KENYA) Born: 18 January 1982 Kisok, Baringo District Marathon best: 2:17:01 London 2017 London Marathon record: 2011- 1st 2:19:19, 2012- 1st 2:18:37, 2015- 2nd 2:23:40, 2016- 9th 2:28:30, 2017- 1st 2:17:01 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors New York: 2010- 3rd 2:29:01, 2011- 3rd 2:23:38, 2014- 1st 2:25:07, 2015- 1st 2:24:25, 2016- 1st 2:24:26, 2017- 2nd 2:27:54 Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2012- 4th 2:23:56 Career notes Mary Keitany returns to the British capital for the sixth time aiming to become only the second woman to win the London title four times. A year after breaking Paula Radcliffe’s women-only world record when claiming her third victory in an African record 2:17:01, the 36-yearold will run with male pacemakers in an attempt to lower the Briton’s 15-year-old ‘mixed race’ record of 2:15:25. Keitany was more than a minute up on Radcliffe’s 2003 time at half way last year, but slowed in the last five miles after her pacemaker dropped out. She won the New York Marathon for a third time in November 2016 but had to settle for second in the Big Apple last November when she was beaten by USA’s Shalane Flanagan. Keitany has a superb record in London, placing first three times, second once and ninth in 2016 when she was sick before the start and a faller during the race. It was her slowest ever marathon and meant she missed out on a shot at Olympic gold in Rio. Her first appearance in London came in 2011 when she produced a brilliant victory in a time only Paula Radcliffe had ever beaten on the London course. The then 29-year-old strode home in 2:19:19 to move alongside Irina Mikitenko as the fourth fastest in history. She defended her title 12 months later in even more impressive style, leading five Kenyans home – the first medal sweep in the women’s race – in 2:18:37 to take Catherine Ndereba’s Kenyan and African record and rise to second on the all-time list. She relinquished her 100% record on the London course in 2015 when she lost touch with Tigist Tufa over the last three miles. Keitany first announced herself on the world stage when she was second to Lornah Kiplagat at the 2007 World Half Marathon Championships, running 66:48 as Kiplagat broke the world record. She had her first child in 2008, and returned to action in 2009 to win the World Half Marathon Championships in Birmingham with an African record of 66:36, improving Elana Meyer’s 1999 time of 66:44. Keitany was third on her marathon debut in New York in 2010 in 2:29:01 and in February 2011 broke Kiplagat’s half marathon world record when she won the Ra’s Al-Khaymah race in 65:50. En route to the first ever sub-66 minute time, she went through 8km in 24:30 (a



‘world best’), 15km in 46:40, 10 miles in 50:05 (another world best) and 20km in 62:36 (a world record). The half marathon and 20km records have since fallen. She returned to the New York Marathon in November 2011 seemingly in pursuit of the world record. She swept through half way up on Radcliffe’s pace only to fade over the final 10km and finish third for a second time. She won the RAK again in 2012 before her second stunning London Marathon victory. But there was disappointment for Keitany in the British capital that summer when she missed out on an Olympic medal by less than half a minute. She finished fourth in 2:23:56. She skipped the 2013 season to have her second child but made a spectacular return to competition in 2014 winning the Great North Run half marathon in a PB of 65:39. She finally clinched the New York title that November in 2:25:07 and retained the title in 2015 and 2016 with virtually identical times. She was a firm favourite to win her fourth in a row last November and looked set to achieve that feat until Flanagan broke clear with just two miles to go. She has won six of her 10 marathons to date and has only once placed lower than fourth. She was World Marathon Majors champion in 2011/12 and 2015/16 and leads this year’s standings alongside Tirunesh Dibaba. She ran her fastest ever half marathon at the RAK race this February, clocking 64:55 to finish second, three seconds behind Fancy Chemutai, and go to third on the all-time list. Personal notes Her full name is Mary Jepkosgei Keitany. She married Kenyan athlete Charles Koech on 31 December 2011. Her husband has run 61:27 for the half marathon. They have a son Jared Kipchumba, born in June 2008, and a daughter, Samantha, born in April 2013. She trains in Iten and is coached by Gabriele Nicola.
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TIRUNESH DIBABA (ETHIOPIA) Born: 1 October 1985 Bekoji, Arsi region Marathon best: 2:17:56 London 2017 London Marathon record: 2014- 3rd 2:20:35, 2017- 2nd 2:17:56 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Chicago: 2017- 1st 2:18:31 Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Tirunesh Dibaba is one of the greatest women distance runners of all time with three world records, five world titles and five Olympic medals on the track, not to mention five world cross country titles (and a record 21 world cross country medals). She retained her Olympic 10,000m title at the London 2012 Games, beating world champion Vivian Cheruyiot with a trademark blistering finish, having stunned the world by winning the 5000m and 10,000m double at the Beijing Olympics four years earlier. She won world 5000m titles in 2003 and 2005, and the world 10,000m crown in 2005, 2007 and 2013, not to mention the African titles in 2008 and 2010. After the London Olympics she turned her attention to the roads and won her first half marathon, the Great North Run, in 67:35, beating then world marathon champion Edna Kiplagat. Her full marathon debut came in London in 2014 when she was third behind the Kiplagats despite dropping a drinks bottle at 30km. Dibaba then took a break to become a mother, returning in 2016 in a bid to retain her Olympic 10,000m title. She ran the fastest race of her life in the Rio final but it was only good enough for bronze as compatriot Almaz Ayana took her title and broke the world record. She ran her second marathon in London last year when she chased the flying Mary Keitany for 26.2 miles and clocked an Ethiopian record, the fifth quickest time in history, to go third on the all-time list, despite stopping to relieve stomach cramps with just two miles to go. She went on to win her first World Marathon Majors title in Chicago last October with another brilliant time and now shares first place in the Series XI standings with Keitany. Dibaba first emerged on the international scene in 2001 when she was fifth in the junior race at the World Cross Country Championships, improving to runner-up in 2002 when she went on to win silver at 5000m at the World Junior Championships. The following year she won the world junior cross country title and senior world 5000m crown in Paris at 17 years 333 days, making her the youngest ever world champion in an individual event and earning the nickname ‘the baby-faced assassin’. In 2004 she broke world junior records indoors for 3000m and 5000m and outdoors for 5000m, but minor injuries meant she wasn’t at her best at the Athens Olympics and had to be satisfied with a 5000m bronze behind Meseret Defar and Isabella Ochichi.
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Dibaba broke her first world senior record (for 5000m indoors) in 2005, and won both long and short course titles at the World Cross Country Championships. She also equalled Paula Radcliffe’s world 5km best and won the distance double at the Helsinki World Championships. She retained one of her world cross titles in 2006 and her world 10,000m crown in 2007, despite a mid-race tumble and abdominal pains. In 2008, she won another world cross title in Edinburgh after watching her younger sister Genzebe win the junior race, and that summer in Oslo sliced more than five seconds from Defar’s world 5000m record. She then ran the second quickest 10,000m ever seen to win the Olympic title in Beijing. The 5000m gold duly followed. Injuries hampered her in 2009 and from 2010 onwards she missed 16 months of competition, returning in 2012 to become the first woman to defend the Olympic 10,000m gold, although a hamstring injury meant she had to settle for bronze in the 5000m. She regained the world 10,000m title in Moscow the following year and was silver medallist at the London 2017 championships. She won 11 out of 11 10,000m track races until May 2016 when she was third at the Olympic trial in Hengelo. Personal notes Her full name is Tirunesh Dibaba Kenene. She married 2004 and 2008 Olympic 10,000m silver medallist Sileshi Sihine in October 2008. Their son, Natan Sileshi, was born in March 2015. She is the third of five children, younger sister to Ejegayehu and older to Genzebe. Ejegayehu was Olympic 10,000m silver medallist in 2004 while Genzebe is the 1500m world record holder indoors and out. Derartu Tulu, two-time Olympic 10,000m gold medallist and 2001 London Marathon champion, is their aunt. After the Beijing Olympics Dibaba received a car from the Ethiopian President, was promoted to chief superintendent in the prisons police administration, and a hospital in Addis Ababa was named Tirunesh-Beijing.
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GLADYS CHERONO (KENYA) Born: 12 May 1983 Marathon best: 2:19:25 Berlin 2015 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2015- 1st 2:19:25, 2017- 1st 2:20:23 Boston: 2017- 5th 2:27:20 Other major city marathons Dubai: 2015- 2nd 2:20:03 Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Gladys Cherono is the reigning Berlin Marathon champion after winning the title for a second time last September when she won by 18 seconds from Ethiopia’s Ruti Aga. Her first Berlin victory came in 2015 when she clocked 2:19:25 to rank number one in the world for the year and become the eighth quickest of all time. She made her marathon debut in Dubai that January when she was second in 2:20:03. The 2014 world half marathon champion, Cherono set her half marathon best of 66:07 placing second in the 2016 Ra’s Al-Khaymah race, making her the fifth fastest half marathoner in history. She now ranks in the world’s top 10 for both the half and full marathon. A prolific half marathon runner, Cherono has won races at that distance in Istanbul and Prague in recent years, while she was second in the New Delhi half in 2014. She returned to the marathon last April when she was fifth in Boston in 2:27:20, her slowest time so far, before reclaiming the Berlin title last September. On the track, she was African 5000m and 10,000m champion in 2012 –the first woman ever to win the African distance double – and world 10,000m silver medallist behind Tirunesh Dibaba in Moscow in 2013. She has a 5000m best of 14:47.12 and 10,000m PB of 30:29.23, both from 2013. She ran 67:13 to place eighth at this year’s Ra’s AlKhaymah half marathon. Personal notes Her full name is Gladys Kiprono Cherono. She is married to Joseph Bwambok who ran 62:25 for the half marathon in 2010. She is managed by Gianni Demadonna.
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MARE DIBABA (ETHIOPIA) Born: 20 October 1989 Sululta, Oromia region Marathon best: 2:19:52 Dubai 2012 & Xiamen 2015 London Marathon record: 2016- 6th 2:24:09, 2017- dnf Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Boston: 2014- 2nd 2:20:35, 2015- 2nd 2:24:59 Chicago: 2014- 1st 2:25:37 Other major city marathons Dubai: 2012- 3rd 2:19:52, 2018- dnf Frankfurt: 2010- 5th 2:25:27 Los Angeles: 2011- 3rd 2:30:25 Rome: 2010- 3rd 2:25:38 Toronto: 2011- 2nd 2:23:25 Xiamen: 2014- 1st 2:21:36, 2015- 1st 2:19:52 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2012- 22nd 2:28:48, 2016- 3rd 2:24:30 Worlds: 2015- 1st 2:27:35, 2017- 8th 2:28:49 Career notes Mare Dibaba became Ethiopia’s first ever World Championships marathon gold medallist in Beijing three years ago when she outbattled three other women inside the Bird’s Nest stadium to claim gold for her country. In a thrilling finish, Dibaba defeated Helah Kiprop by one second in 2:27:35 with Eunice Kirwa another three seconds back in third and Jemima Sumgong fourth – just seven seconds separating the top four in what was the closest marathon in World Championship history. Dibaba may have had to fight for the title but her victory was not a surprise. She had started the race as the fastest entrant after winning the Xiamen Marathon in China early in 2015 in 2:19:52 – equalling her own personal best from Dubai three years before. Dibaba confirmed her good form in Boston that April when she was second to Caroline Rotich, before going on to claim the world title with her second victory on Chinese soil. She made her London Marathon debut in 2016 and was on course for a podium place with three miles to go before fading to sixth as Jemima Sumgong went on to win. She battled Sumgong again in Rio and this time held on to place third. She defended her world marathon title in London last summer but could only finish eighth, almost two minutes behind the winner, Rose Chelimo. She started the 2018 Dubai Marathon this January but dropped out after going through half way in 66:26. Dibaba made her marathon debut in 2010 when she was third in Rome in 2:25:38. She improved slightly when fifth in Frankfurt that October and took her best down to 2:23:25 finishing second in Toronto in 2011.
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Her breakthrough came the following January when she was third in Dubai in 2:19:52 winning selection for the 2012 Olympics that summer. The rainy London weather didn’t suit Dibaba, however, for she was 22nd in the Olympic race, nine minutes outside her best. That remained her only global championship race until the Beijing Worlds, although she did win the All Africa Games half marathon title in 2011 in a Games record of 70:47. She didn’t compete in 2013, then finished third at the Boston Marathon in 2014 before going on to finish second in Chicago that October. Both races were won by Rita Jeptoo who has since been disqualified for doping violations, making Dibaba the 2014 Boston runner-up and Chicago champion. She competed for Azerbaijan from February until December 2009 under the name Mare Ibrahimova and set Azerbaijani records for 3000m and 5000m on the track as well as for the half marathon when third in New Delhi in 68:45. She lowered that time to 67:13 when second in Ra’s Al-Khaymah in 2010 after reverting to run for Ethiopia. That remains her personal best. She won the Lisbon half marathon last March. Personal notes Her full name is Mare Dibaba Hurssa. She is not related to the sisters, Tirunesh and Genzebe Dibaba. She competed for Azerbaijan from February until December 2009 under the name Mare Ibrahimova but was revealed to be over age when entered for the European junior cross country championships.



VIRGIN MONEY LONDON MARATHON 2018



BRIGID KOSGEI (KENYA) Born: 20 February 1994 Kapsait Marathon best: 2:20:22 Chicago 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Boston: 2017- 8th 2:31:48 Chicago: 2017- 2nd 2:20:22 Other major city marathons Honolulu: 2016- 1st 2:31:11, 2017- 1st 2:22:15 Lisbon: 2016- 2nd 2:24:45 Milan: 2016- 1st 2:27:45 Porto: 2015- 1st 2:47:59 Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Brigid Kosgei is the reigning Honolulu Marathon champion, a title she retained last December just two months after placing second in the Chicago Marathon behind Tirunesh Dibaba. Kosgei knocked four minutes from her personal best when she chased Dibaba home to cross the line in 2:20:22, making her the fourth fastest woman in the world last year. The 24-year-old has built up a formidable marathon record since she made her debut in Porto in 2015, with four first places and two runner-up spots from her seven races. She won the Porto race in 2:47:59 and broke 2:30 to win her second, in Milan, the following year. She was second in the Lisbon Marathon that October before winning the first of her two Honolulu titles two months later. Her only finish outside the top two came in Boston last April when she was eighth in 2:31:48. She has a half marathon best of 66:35 from Copenhagen last September having won the Bogotà half in July and the Seoul half in May 2016. She ran 66:49 to finish seventh in the Ra’s Al-Khaymah half marathon this February. Personal notes Full name is Brigid Jepcheschir Kosgei. She is married to Mathew Mitei and they have a three-year-old daughter called Faith Jepchumba.
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TIGIST TUFA (ETHIOPIA) Born: 26 January 1987 Marathon best: 2:21:52 Shanghai 2014 London Marathon record: 2015- 1st 2:23:22, 2016- 2nd 2:23:03, 2017- 8th 2:25:52 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors New York: 2013- 8th 2:29:24, 2015- 3rd 2:25:50 Other major city marathons Dubai: 2015- dnf Honolulu: 2013- dnf Houston: 2011- 8th 2:41:50 Jacksonville: 2013- 2nd 2:40:45 Ottawa: 2014- 1st 2:24:31 Santa Monica: 2014- 2nd 2:28:04 Shanghai: 2014- 1st 2:21:52 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- dnf Worlds: 2015- 6th 2:29:12 Career notes Tigist Tufa made a mockery of the pre-race predictions on her London Marathon debut three years ago when she burst from the lead pack with three miles to go and opened a winning gap to secure her first World Marathon Majors victory. Tufa’s 18-second triumph over defending champion Mary Keitany was only the third for Ethiopia in the women’s race following Derartu Tulu’s win in 2001 and Aselefech Mergia’s elevation to become the 2010 champion. She came close to retaining her title in 2016 when she was runner-up to Jemima Sumgong. Tufa finished just five seconds behind the Kenyan who recovered from a fall and a bang on the head to win the race.



She tackled her first World Marathon Majors race that November and finished eighth in New York after sharing a three-and-a-half minute lead with her compatriot Buzunesh Deba at mile 15. Despite fading in the last 10km she reduced her PB again by 11 minutes to break the 2:30 barrier for the first time. Tufa was back in the United States in spring 2014 to contest the Santa Monica Marathon. She was second in the west coast race, taking another 80 seconds from her best. Her first marathon victory came in Ottawa that May when she clocked 2:24:31, another 3:27 improvement and a course record.



Tufa was sixth at the Beijing World Championships in 2015 – her first championships race – and was third behind Keitany and Mergia at the New York Marathon that November, her fourth marathon start of the year. She failed to finish the 2016 Olympic marathon in Rio.



She continued her winning habit in Shanghai on 2 November where a time of 2:21:52 removed more than a minute from that event’s course record, set by Feyse Tadese in 2012. She was the fifth successive Ethiopian winner of the race.



Tufa’s London victory in 2015 was the culmination of a four-year sequence of improving performances, from her 2:41:50 marathon debut in Houston six years ago to her victory in Shanghai in November 2014 when she clocked one of the quickest times of that year.



A familiar figure on the US road racing scene, she ran a 15km PB of 51:05 in 2014 finishing fourth in the Utica Boilermaker race in New York State.



She raced three marathons in 2014, winning two in course record times and finishing second in the other. She also reduced her PB each time, a big improvement of eight minutes in the year, and a huge 19 minutes in the space of 20 months. She also led the 2015 Dubai Marathon by a minute at 20km only to pay the price in the second half, losing the lead and later dropping out. After placing eighth on her debut in Houston in 2011, she left it two years before attempting another marathon. She fared a little better, finishing second in Jacksonville in 2:40:45.
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Her half marathon best of 70:03 was set in Lisbon in 2008. She hasn’t raced since placing eighth in London last year when she was blown away by the surging Keitany. Personal notes Tufa lived and trained with Buzunesh Deba in the Bronx in New York for 11 months to prepare for the 2013 New York Marathon. She moved back to Addis Ababa in December 2013 when she joined the training group led by coach Haji Adilo but is often still based in the USA.
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TADELECH BEKELE (ETHIOPIA) Born: 11 April 1991 Debre Birhan Marathon best: 2:21:54 Amsterdam 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2014- 4th 2:23:02, 2015- 4th 2:25:01 Boston: 2016- 15th 2:44:20 Other major city marathons Amsterdam: 2017- 1st 2:21:54 Dingguan: 2016- 7th 2:52:20 Dubai: 2015- 7th 2:22:51, 2017- 4th 2:24:04 Prague: 2015- dnf, 2017- 3rd 2:22:23 Toronto: 2016- 2nd 2:26:31 Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Tadelech Bekele won the Amsterdam Marathon last October with a personal best of 2:21:54. It was her first marathon victory in her 10th race, and her second PB of the year. She made her debut in Berlin in 2014 when she was fourth in a remarkable 2:23:02, one of the fastest debuts of all time. She was fourth again when she returned to the German capital the following year, having placed seventh in the swift Dubai Marathon that January in 2:22:51. She ran her third World Marathon Majors race in 2016 when she was 15th in Boston. She placed second in Toronto that October and went on to finish fourth in Dubai and third in Prague last year before her Amsterdam victory. She has a half marathon best of 68:38 from Valencia in 2013. She won the Berlin half in 2014 and was third in the Egmond aan Zee race in the Netherlands on 14 January this year. She was fifth in the African Cross Country Championships in 2014, her only international to date. Personal notes Her full name is Tadelech Bekele Alemu. She is married and lives in Addis Ababa. She trains with Betelhem Moges, Ashete Bekere and Aberu Mekuria. Her nickname is Tadu. She is managed by Jos Hermens.
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ROSE CHELIMO (BAHRAIN) Born: 12 July 1989 Kenya Marathon best: 2:22:51 Boston 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Boston: 2017- 2nd 2:22:51 Other major city marathons Seoul: 2016- 1st 2:24:14 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- 8th 2:27:36 Worlds: 2017- 1st 2:27:11 Career notes Rose Chelimo became the marathon world champion in London last August when she held off the determined challenge of Edna Kiplagat on Tower Bridge to claim the gold medal and deny her rival a third world title. Kiplagat had beaten Chelimo to win the Boston Marathon a few months earlier, a victory which secured the Kenyan the Abbott World Marathon Majors Series X crown, but Chelimo turned the tables as they battled for top honours in the London sunshine. The former Kenyan, who switched to Bahrain in August 2015, won her debut marathon in Seoul in March 2016 and went on to place eighth at the Rio Olympics. A prolific half marathon runner, she has finished among the top 10 three times at the Ra’s Al-Khaymah half, setting her personal best of 68:08 there in 2016. She represented Bahrain at the 2017 World Cross Country Championships in Kampala, finishing ninth. She was Lisbon half marathon champion in 2015 and placed third there last October. She was fourth in the Safi half on 7 January this year in 73:30. Chelimo ran a 10,000m track PB (31:37.81) last May and a 15km road PB (49:08) last November. Personal notes Chelimo is a former Kenyan who switched to Bahrain in August 2015. She is managed by Marc Corstjens.
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VIVIAN CHERUIYOT (KENYA) Born: 11 September 1983 Logosho, Rift Valley Marathon best: 2:23:35 Frankfurt 2017 London Marathon record: 2017: 4th 2:23:50 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Frankfurt: 2017- 1st 2:23:35 Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Vivian Cheruiyot made her marathon debut in London last April at 33 after a glittering career on the track that yielded four World Championship titles and Olympic medals of every colour, not to mention a world cross country title and gold at the Commonwealth Games. Cheruiyot ran impressively in last year’s race to place fourth in 2:23:50 and went on to claim her first marathon victory when she won the Frankfurt Marathon last October in 2:23:35. Cheruiyot defied the winds in Frankfurt when she broke clear of a group of five at 25km running at course record pace. She ran out of gas in the last 10km but still lowered her personal best by 25 seconds. One of the most experienced athletes on the circuit, Cheruiyot’s international career goes back to 1999 when she won World Youth and All Africa Games bronze medals at 3000m and 5000m respectively. She won the African junior 5000m title in 2001 and world junior bronze at the same distance in 2002. She went on to win two senior world 5000m titles (in 2009 and 2011), two at 10,000m (2011 and 2015) and in Rio two years ago finally clinched Olympic gold when she held off the much-fancied 10,000m champion and world record breaker Almaz Ayana to claim the 5000m crown. It was a sweet moment for Cheruiyot at her fourth Games as she had been pipped for gold in London four years previously by half a second. She was fifth in the 5000m final in Beijing 2008 and 14th in 2000. She was world junior cross country champion in 2000 and senior world cross champion in 2011.



She has also broken national indoor records for 3000m and two miles. Personal notes Her full name is Vivian Jepkemoi Cheruiyot. Her surname means ‘one born during bedtime’ in her native dialect. Nicknamed ‘Pocket Rocket’, she started running at school and broke into the national junior team in 1998 aged 15. She was educated at Sing’ore Girls’ High School from 2002, an institution famed for its athletics prowess. She is managed by Ricky Simms as part of the Pace Management group and is a member of the Panellinios Athletics Club in Athens. She is married to Moses Kiplagat, a former runner who is also her coach. Their son, Allan Kiprono Kiplagat, was born in October 2013. They live in Kaptagat and have interests in real estate, farming and transport in Eldoret and Nairobi. She holds the rank of inspector in the Kenya Police Force and was named as Laureus Female Athlete of the Year in 2012.



On the roads she has won the prestigious World’s Best 10km race in San Juan three times, setting her PB of 30:47 there in 2012. She beat Tirunesh Dibaba and former London Marathon champion Priscah Jeptoo to win her debut half marathon at the Great North Run in September 2016 and ran a PB of 67:44 there last October placing second to Mary Keitany. Cheruiyot is the third fastest woman ever at 5000m and 10,000m and holds Kenyan records for both distances – 14:20.87 for 5000m and 29:32.53 for 10,000m, the latter run in the Rio Olympic final.
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CHARLOTTE PURDUE (GREAT BRITAIN & NI) Born: 10 June 1991 Windsor Marathon best: 2:29:23 London 2017 London Marathon record: 2016- 16th 2:32:48, 2017- 15th 2:29:23 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2016- dnf Other major city marathons Frankfurt: 2016- 5th 2:30:04 Saitama: 2017- 4th 2:30:34 Marathons in major championships Worlds: 2017- 13th 2:29:48 Career notes Charlotte Purdue broke 2:30 for the first time when she was 15th in last year’s London Marathon, the second Briton home after Alyson Dixon in a time which makes her the 17th quickest British woman ever. She went on to run for Britain at the 2017 World Championships in London where she dipped under 2:30 again to finish 13th. Purdue made her marathon debut in London two years ago after winning four individual medals at junior and under-23 level at European Cross Country Championships. At 24, she was very much the baby of the British pack chasing Rio Olympic places but produced an impressive debut to finish third Briton behind Dixon and Sonia Samuels. She went on to finish sixth at the Great North Run before improving her marathon best by nearly three minutes in Frankfurt that October. Her time of 2:30:04 made her the quickest British female marathon runner of 2016 by nearly two minutes. Purdue moved up to marathon running after a successful junior career on the track that included a 5000m silver at the 2009 European Junior Championships. She was a dominant winner of the European junior cross country title in 2010 having won silver in 2008 and bronze in 2007. She went on to win bronze in the under 23 race in 2013. As a senior she was 14th for Britain at the 2011 World Cross Country Championships after finishing sixth at 5000m and fourth at 10,000m for England at the 2010 Commonwealth Games in Delhi, despite missing much of that year with a knee stress fracture. On the roads, she won the Great Ireland Run 10km race in Dublin in 2011 and ran her PB for the distance there in 2012 when she was second to Gemma Steel. She made her half marathon debut at the 2014 Great North Run, finishing eighth in 71:43, which remained her best until she lowered it to 71:29 in Okayama last December. She improved it again when she won the inaugural Big Half in London on 4 March this year in 70:29.
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She ran half marathons for Britain at the 2016 World Half Marathon Championships in Cardiff, where she was 33rd, and the 2016 European Championships in Amsterdam where she did not finish. She has won numerous English, English schools, British universities and national titles at track and cross country in the junior and senior age groups. She has track bests of 15:23.4 for 5000m (2010) and 32:03.55 for 10,000m (2012). Personal notes She runs for Aldershot, Farnham & District and is coached by Nic Bideau. She is a grade five level ballet dancer.
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STEPHANIE BRUCE (UNITED STATES)



REBECCA WADE (UNITED STATES)



Born: 14 January 1984 née Rothstein Marathon best: 2:29:35 Houston 2011 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Boston: 2013- 14th 2:35:31 New York: 2017- 10th 2:31:44 Other major city marathons Honolulu: 2012- 3rd 2:32:47 Houston: 2011- 3rd 2:29:35 Sacramento: 2016- 2nd 2:32:37 St Paul: 2008- 5th 2:40:07 Marathons in major championships: None



Born: 9 February 1989 Dallas, Texas Marathon best: 2:30:41 Sacramento 2013 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Chicago: 2017- 10th 2:35:46 Other major city marathons Houston: 2017- 3rd 2:35:57 Los Angeles: 2015- 8th 2:37:30 Sacramento: 2013- 1st 2:30:41 Marathons in major championships: None



Career notes Stephanie Bruce was just two minutes outside her personal best when finishing 10th in the New York Marathon last November in 2:31:44. It was her second World Marathon Majors appearance after placing 14th in Boston in 2013. The 34-year-old made her marathon debut in 2008 when she was fifth in St Paul. She made the podium in Houston three years later when she was third in 2:29:35 which remains her best time. She was third in Honolulu in 2012 and runner-up in Sacramento in December 2016. She has never run more than one marathon in a calendar year but has a number of half marathon victories behind her, including the Big Sur race in Monterey in 2012, Tempe, Arizona, in 2013 and again this January, and Tampa, Florida, last February. Her PB is 70:53 from 2013. She ran for USA at the 2010 World Half Marathon Championships, finishing 19th and was 22nd in last year’s World Cross Country Championships in Kampala. Personal notes She lives in Flagstaff, Arizona, with her husband, Ben. They have two sons and run a personal coaching and training programme for runners. She was diagnosed with Coeliac disease in 2010.



Career notes Rebecca Wade was 10th in Chicago last October on her World Marathon Majors debut having placed third in Houston last January behind two Ethiopians, Meskerem Assefa and Biruktayit Degefa. She won her debut marathon at the California International in Sacramento in 2013 in 2:30:41 having never previously raced longer than 10km on the roads. She beat Kenya’s Sarah Kiptoo in the process, but that remains her best time to date. Her second marathon was in Los Angeles in March 2015 when she was eighth but she was a disappointing 85th in the 2016 Olympic trials in the same city a year later. She ran a half marathon best of 71:15 when finishing 12th in Houston this January. She set PBs at 5km, 12km, 20km and 7 miles on the roads last year. A former steeplechaser, she represented USA at the 2008 World Junior Championships. Personal notes Usually known as Becky Wade, she comes from Dallas, Texas, and trains in Boulder, Colorado. She is coached by Jim Bevan and studied at Rice University. She wrote a book called Run the World, about running cultures around the world, published by Harper Collins in 2016.
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TRACY BARLOW (GREAT BRITAIN & NI)



LILY PARTRIDGE (GREAT BRITAIN & NI)



Born: 18 June 1985 Blackpool Marathon best: 2:30:42 London 2017 London Marathon record: 2013- 48th 2:59:58, 2014- 26th 2:54:15, 2015- 23rd 2:40:02, 2016- 17th 2:33:20, 2017- 16th 2:30:42 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2014- 18th 2:51:29 Other major city marathons Amsterdam: 2012- 53rd 3:19:28 Frankfurt: 2016- 9th 2:32:05 Toronto: 2015- 13th 2:38:52 Marathons in major championships Worlds: 2017- 43rd 2:41:03



Born: 9 March 1991 Marathon best: 2:32:10 Seville 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2017- dnf Other major city marathons Seville: 2017- 4th 2:32:10 Marathons in major championships: None



Career notes Having run the London Marathon six times from the British championship start line, Tracy Barlow earned an elite start place for the first time last year. She made the most of it by finishing 16th in a personal best and was selected for Britain’s 2017 World Championships team.



Her Seville time ranked her fifth in the UK last year.



She claimed a place among last year’s international runners after finishing as the first female club runner in 2016, 125th overall, in 2:33:20. Her first London Marathon was just seven years ago when she finished in 3:52:59, the 7,597th runner across the line. She has steadily improved ever since, breaking the three hour barrier in 2013, and lowering the Thames Valley Harriers record in 2015. She has made a 25-minute improvement in three years, an 80-minute progression in seven, and last year ranked fourth in the UK.



She was ninth in the junior race at the 2010 European Cross Country Championships and fifth in the under-23 contest in 2013. She was 11th in 2014 and 15th in the senior race last December.



She also lowered her half marathon time in Barcelona last February when she was 10th in 72:48 and her 10km time to 34:01 at the Vitality London 10,000 last May. She was 16th in the Barcelona half this February and seventh at The Big Half this March in 73:36. Personal notes Born in Blackpool, she now lives in Winchester and runs for Thames Valley Harriers. She is coached by Nick Anderson. She is a qualified nurse.
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Career notes Lily Partridge placed fourth at her debut marathon in Seville last February but dropped out of the Berlin Marathon last September.



She has represented Britain on a number of occasions as a junior and senior, notably running the half marathon event at the 2016 European Championships in Amsterdam, where she was 53rd.



Her half marathon best of 70:32 was set when winning the Reading half in 2015. She was seventh in the Great North Run last September and ran 71:08 to win the Seville half this January in a course record. She clocked 71:06 to place second behind Charlotte Purdue at The Big Half on 4 March this year. Personal notes Coached by Mick Woods, she competes for Aldershot, Farnham & District. She trains near her home around Frensham, Farnham and Aldershot and is studying to become a primary school teacher.
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LIZ COSTELLO (UNITED STATES)



REBECCA MURRAY (GREAT BRITAIN & NI)



Born: 23 February 1988 Marathon best: 2:38:21 Boston 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Boston: 2017- 18th 2:38:21 Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships: None



Born: 26 September 1994 Marathon best: Debut London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships: None



Career notes Liz Costello will run her second marathon in London this year after placing 18th on her debut in Boston 12 months ago, when she clocked 2:38:21.



Career notes Rebecca Murray makes her marathon debut after finishing 10th at last September’s Great North Run. She ran a half marathon best of 72:59 in Manchester in 2016.



She won the Brooklyn half marathon in 2014 and was ninth in the New York half in 2016 when she ran her best time of 72:35.



As an under 23, she ran for Britain at three European Cross Country Championships, finishing sixth in 2016, and last March was 42nd in the senior women’s race at the World Cross in Kampala having won the British universities title the previous month.



She ran for USA at the 2015 Pan American Games, finishing fourth in the 10,000m. She was seventh in the 10,000m at the US championships last June. Personal notes After taking a break from running for a couple of years, Costello revived her career in 2014 when she moved to Boston and joined Team New Balance Boston. She is coached by Mark Coogan. She also works as a mathematics tutor in the city.



On the track, she was British universities 10,000m champion in 2016 and won the 5000m title in 2017. She won the Great Scottish 10k last year. Personal notes Murray is a member of Bedford & County Athletic Club where she is coached by Alex Stanton, former coach to Paula Radcliffe. She studied at Birmingham University and is now a Masters student at Brunel University.
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05 ELITE MEN Entries Bib no. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 



Name Daniel Wanjiru Kenenisa Bekele Eliud Kipchoge Guye Adola Stanley Biwott Abel Kirui Lawrence Cherono Tola Shura Kitata Bedan Karoki Ghirmay Ghebreslassie Yohanes Gebregergish Amanuel Mesel Mo Farah Alphonce Simbu Tatsunori Hamasaki Fernando Cabada Ihor Olefirenko Tsegai Tewelde Jonny Mellor Samuel Chelanga Aaron Scott Stephen Scullion Taher Belkorchi Matthew Clowes 



Nation KEN ETH KEN ETH KEN KEN KEN ETH KEN ERI ERI ERI GBR TAN JPN USA UKR GBR GBR USA GBR IRL MAR GBR 



PB 2:05:21 2:03:03 2:03:05 2:03:46 2:03:51 2:05:04 2:05:09 2:05:50 2:07:41 2:07:46 2:08:14 2:08:17 2:08:21 2:09:10 2:11;26 2:11:36 2:12:04 2:12:23 2:12:57 2:15:02 2:17:50 2:18:04 Debut Debut 



Bib name WANJIRU BEKELE KIPCHOGE ADOLA BIWOTT KIRUI CHERONO KITATA KAROKI GHIRMAY YOHANES MESEL FARAH SIMBU HAMASAKI CABADA OLEFIRENKO TEWELDE MELLOR CHELANGA SCOTT SCULLION BELKORCHI CLOWES



Awards & Bonuses for Elite Men Awards for place



Time & Record Bonuses



Men 1 $55,000 2 $30,000 3 $22,500 4 $15,000 5 $10,000 6 $7,500 7 $5,000 8 $4,000 9 $3,000 10 $2,000 11 $1,500 12 $1,000 $156,500



Men Any runner recording sub: (not cumulative) 2:05:00 $100,000 2:06:00 $75,000 2:07:00 $50,000 2:08:00 $25,000 2:08:30 $15,000 2:09:00 $10,000 2:09:30 $5,000 2:10:00 $3,000 2:11:00 $1,000



In addition to the above, any runner achieving the following will receive: • first and men’s course record (2:03:05) - $25,000 • first and men’s world record (2:02:57) - $125,000



Media Guide 2018 43



VIRGIN MONEY LONDON MARATHON 2018 Preview: Wanjiru defends against three of the greats



Eliud Kipchoge after winning the 2016 London Marathon



Daniel Wanjiru will face a daunting task when he defends his London Marathon title against three of the greatest distance runners of their generation. Wanjiru was a surprise winner of the 2017 men’s race when he held off the challenge of Ethiopian track legend Kenenisa Bekele to clinch his first Abbott World Marathon Majors victory and succeed Olympic gold medallist Eliud Kipchoge as London Marathon champion. Bekele and Kipchoge, the second and third fastest men in history, will both be on the start line in 2018, alongside Britain’s multiple world and Olympic track champion Mo Farah, who became the second fastest British marathon runner on his debut four years ago. Bekele and Kipchoge will start as the two fastest men in the field, heading a line-up that contains four who have run the 26.2-mile distance under 2 hours 4 minutes and eight who have finished quicker than 2:06. Among them are five World Marathon Majors winners and two former world champions. Kipchoge returns to London looking to make it a hattrick of wins in the British capital after skipping last year’s race for a stab at breaking the two-hour barrier. The Kenyan superstar triumphed in 2015 and was an agonising eight seconds away from the current world record of 2:02:57 when he won again a year later. “The Virgin Money London Marathon is a race that holds very special memories for me,” said the 33-year-old who became the fastest marathoner in history when he clocked 2:00:25 in an unratified race in Monza, Italy, last May. “I won it in 2015 and 2016 and both are days I will never forget. I came close to breaking the world record in 2016 and it is natural for anyone in that situation to think of what might have been. But that race gave me the confidence to go on and win the Olympic title in Rio and run so well throughout 2017.”
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Kipchoge was again close to the world record in Berlin last September when he finished in 2:03:32, 35 seconds off the mark set by his countryman Dennis Kimetto in Berlin in 2014. “I feel like I’m in good form,” said Kipchoge. “Berlin was difficult because the weather was not good but my time showed I was in the right shape. I know I have the world record in me so we will have to wait and see what happens.” With his best of 2:03:03, Bekele is the second quickest man in history and the fastest in the London field. After finishing third on his London debut in 2015, the 35-yearold placed second last year when he came agonisingly close to catching Wanjiru in the closing stages. He is joined by compatriot Guye Adola who ran the fastest debut in history when second behind Kipchoge in Berlin last September. Having led the race until the final few miles, the 27-year-old became the seventh quickest marathoner of all time when he crossed the line in 2:03:46, just 14 seconds after the winner. The Kenyan challenge is boosted by Stanley Biwott, a former New York Marathon champion who was runnerup behind Kipchoge in London two years ago, and the experienced Abel Kirui, a two-time world champion who won the Chicago Marathon in 2016 and was second there last October. Also in the field is Bedan Karoki who clinched third on his debut last year and ran the fourth fastest half marathon in history in the United Arab Emirates just this February. Former world and New York champion, Ghirmay Ghebreslassie, is one of three talented Eritreans in the line-up, while Farah heads a select British cast that includes Rio Olympian Tsegai Tewelde and the fastimproving Jonny Mellor.
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DANIEL WANJIRU (KENYA) Born: 25 May 1992 Marathon best: 2:05:21 Amsterdam 2016 London Marathon record: 2017- 1st 2:05:48 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Amsterdam: 2016- 1st 2:05:21 Frankfurt: 2014- 7th 2:08:18 Prague: 2016- 4th 2:09:25 Marathons in major championships Worlds: 2017- 8th 2:12:16 Career notes Daniel Wanjiru lived up to the promise of his famous surname when he shocked the field to win last year’s race in 2:05:48, beating the Ethiopian distance legend, Kenenisa Bekele. The Kenyan made a break just before the 21-mile mark and battled hard over the final five miles to beat the fast-finishing favourite who had fallen behind after suffering with blisters caused by ill-fitting shoes. “I am the happiest man in the world,” he said afterwards. Wanjiru had started as the sixth fastest man in the field, but he was in good form, having broken the course record to win the 2016 Amsterdam Marathon six months earlier. He took nearly three minutes from his personal best when he won in the Dutch city in 2:05:21. The largely unknown 25-year-old may not be related to his late namesake, Sammy, but his performance 12 months ago was worthy of the late 2008 Olympic gold medallist and 2009 London Marathon champion who died tragically young in 2011.



Most recently he was second behind Mo Farah in the Big Half in London in 61:43. Personal notes His full name is Daniel Kinyua Wanjiru. He lives and trains in Embu in Kenya’s Eastern Province on the south eastern slopes of Mount Kenya. He is managed by Volare Sports in the Netherlands where he has done much of his racing. He has two children.



Unlike Sammy, however, he couldn’t add to his London title by winning a global gold – Daniel was eighth at the World Championships when he returned to the British capital last August. Twice a winner of the prestigious Prague half marathon, Wanjiru was nevertheless an outsider for the Amsterdam title in a line-up that included defending champion Bernard Kipyego, sub-2:05 man Sammy Kitwara and course record holder Wilson Chebet. But it was Wanjiru who had the strength at the end to overhaul Kitwara and lead eight men under 2:07. He made his debut in Frankfurt in 2014, when he was seventh in 2:08:18, but seemed certain to improve on that in Amsterdam having set PBs at 5000m, 10,000m, 10km and half marathon earlier in 2016, clocking 27:43 and 59:20 in the latter two disciplines, both in the Czech capital. Wanjiru ran that half marathon time when retaining the Prague title last April. He ran his first half marathon in 2010 and has an impressive record at the distance with five international victories and three sub-60 minute times. He was second in the 2015 Ra’s Al Khaymah half but 12th there last February and 25th in this year’s Houston half in 62:55.
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KENENISA BEKELE (ETHIOPIA) Born: 13 June 1982 Bekoji Marathon best: 2:03:03 Berlin 2016 London Marathon record: 2016- 3rd 2:06:36, 2017- 2nd 2:05:57 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2016- 1st 2:03:03, 2017- dnf Chicago: 2014- 4th 2:05:51 Other major city marathons Dubai: 2015- dnf; 2017- dnf Paris: 2014- 1st- 2:05:04 Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Kenenisa Bekele ran the quickest marathon of 2016 when he won the Berlin Marathon in 2:03:03. It made him the second fastest marathon runner of all time (on record-eligible courses) and smashed Haile Gebrselassie’s Ethiopian record. The performance sent a message to Ethiopia’s selectors who had left him out of the Rio Olympic team after he had finished third in the London Marathon in 2:06:36 behind Eliud Kipchoge and Stanley Biwott. He returned to London last year as race favourite and placed second in 2:05:57, just nine seconds behind Daniel Wanjiru, despite suffering from blisters throughout the race. He dropped out of the top 10 at one stage but closed the gap to six seconds within the last mile before Wanjiru finally found the edge. Bekele made his marathon debut in Paris four years ago and broke the course record with 2:05:04, the sixth fastest marathon debut at the time and quicker than the first-time efforts of former world record holders Gebrselassie and Paul Tergat, plus 2008 Olympic champion Sammy Wanjiru. His second marathon in Chicago that October provided stiffer opposition and although he was under 2:06 again, he faded to fourth as Kipchoge led a Kenyan sweep. His ambitious plan to contest three marathons in nine months foundered in January 2015 when he was forced to drop out of the lucrative Dubai Marathon after 30km suffering with hamstring problems. He returned to Dubai last January for an attempt on the world record but tripped at the start and dropped out at half way with sore calves. He also dropped out of the 2017 Berlin Marathon, a rain-affected race won by Kipchoge. Before moving to the roads, Bekele was already one of the greatest male distance runners of all time, a winner of three Olympic titles, five World Championship gold medals and 12 world cross country titles, plus a world indoor gold. He still holds world and Olympic records for both 5000m and 10,000m and is the most successful runner ever at the World Cross Country Championships with six long and five short course titles (plus one junior title). His four successive World Championship 10,000m titles – from 2003 to 2009 – matched the winning streak of his hero and mentor Gebrselassie, and in 2009 he became the first man to win both 5000m and 10,000m
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at the World Championships. In 2008 he became the sixth man in history to win the 5000m/10,000m double at the same Olympic Games. When he won the 3000m at the 2006 World Indoor Championships he became the first man to hold Olympic, world outdoor, world indoor and world cross country titles at the same time. He finished 2017 in winning form with victory in the 25km road race in Kolkata in 1:13:48. Renowned for his sprint finish, he was recorded running a 52.63-second last lap of a 10,000m in 2003, including a 200m segment of 24s and a 100m of 12s. Personal notes Bekele was born the second of six children in Bekoji, the same town that produced the record-breaking Dibaba sisters, Ejegayehu, Tirunesh and Genzebe, and their aunt, the double Olympic 10,000m champion, Derartu Tulu, plus Olympic marathon champions Gezahegne Abera and Tiki Gelana. He started running in primary school, inspired by Tulu and Gebrselassie. His younger brother Tariku Bekele is also a world class distance runner who beat him to claim the bronze medal in the 10,000m final at the London 2012 Olympics. Tragedy struck Bekele on 4 January 2005 when his fiancée, 18-year-old Alem Techale, a world youth 1500m champion, died of an apparent heart attack while the pair were out on a training run. He married Ethiopian film actress Danawit Gebregziabher on 18 November 2007. In 2012, Bekele built a six-lane all-weather track in Sululta, a town 25 minutes from Addis Ababa. He also built two hotels nearby for visiting athletes to stay in. The track has a softer surface than the notoriously hard circuit at the national stadium in Addis. Bekele’s manager Jos Hermens once said: “He is not Jesus Christ because he can’t walk on water. But on land, no one can beat Kenenisa Bekele.”
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ELIUD KIPCHOGE (KENYA) Born: 5 November 1984 Kapsisiywa, Nandi District Marathon best: 2:03:05 London 2016 London Marathon record: 2015- 1st 2:04:42, 2016- 1st 2:03:05 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2013- 2nd 2:04:05, 2015- 1st 2:04:00, 2017- 1st 2:03:32 Chicago: 2014- 1st 2:04:11 Other major city marathons Rotterdam: 2014- 1st 2:05:00 Hamburg: 2013- 1st 2:05:30 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- 1st 2:08:44 Career notes Eliud Kipchoge ran what was then the quickest nonwinning time ever at the 2013 Berlin Marathon when he clocked 2:04:05 to finish second behind Wilson Kipsang’s world record-breaking run. In five years of marathon running, it is the only time the 33-year-old has ever lost at the distance for he’s since produced a remarkable unblemished record of seven wins from seven races from 2014 to 2017. He became Olympic champion in 2016, won the London Marathon in 2015 and 2016, took the Berlin Marathon in 2015 and 2017, and was crowned Series IX and Series X World Marathon Majors champion. A former world 5000m champion, he first moved up to the marathon as recently as April 2013 when he won the Hamburg Marathon in 2:05:30. Five years later, his record reads: eight wins and one second place, all but one run at 2:05:30 or better, six under 2:05 and two under 2:04 … and that does not include the unofficial assisted race he won at Monza race track last May when he clocked 2:00:25, the fastest marathon in history. After winning the Barcelona half marathon in February 2014, his second marathon triumph came at the Rotterdam Marathon that April in 2:05:00. He then produced a magnificent late surge to win that October’s Chicago Marathon in 2:04:11, beating a high-quality field that included Emmanuel Mutai and Kenenisa Bekele. At the London Marathon in 2015 he outsprinted defending champion Kipsang in the final stages, missing his compatriot’s course record by 13 seconds as he clocked 2:04:42. He was quicker still in Berlin that September when he won in 2:04:00, then a personal best despite running almost the entire race with the insole of his shoe flapping around his ankle. That mishap may have cost him the world record but it was his second victory of the year and enough to secure the World Marathon Majors Series IX prize. He claimed the London record as his own the following April when he defended his crown in emphatic style. He crossed the line ahead of Stanley Biwott and Bekele in 2:03:05, missing the world record by just eight seconds. That remains his official PB, placing him third on the world all-time list.



He went on to add Olympic gold to his growing collection when he won a gruelling race in Rio that August. He returned to Berlin last September for a three-way battle with Bekele and Kipsang that failed to materialise when they both dropped out. He was left to fight alone with debutant Guye Adola, a tussle he eventually won in 2:03:32. Previously, Kipchoge was best known for his exploits on the track, not least his upset victory at the 2003 World Championships when, at 19, he won the 5000m gold, defeating Bekele and Hicham El Guerrouj. Earlier that summer he’d broken the world junior record at the Bislett Games in Oslo, and he’d won the junior race at the World Cross Country Championships. He won a world 5000m silver in 2007, plus an Olympic bronze in 2004 and silver in 2008, beaten by Bekele both times. He also has a Commonwealth Games silver from 2010. Aside from occasional 5km and 10km races, Kipchoge made his first appearance on to the roads in 2012 when he was sixth at the Kavarna World Half Marathon Championships. He won the Barcelona half marathon in 2013 and 2014, and the New Delhi half in 2016, but his half marathon PB stems from 2012 when he ran 59:25 in Lille. Personal notes Kipchoge was born in Kapsisiywa in the Nandi District in Kenya where his parents were farmers. He still lives mainly in Kapsisiywa. He trains at the Global Sports camp in Kaptagat but is based in Nijmegen, Netherlands, during the summer season. He has a daughter, Lynne Jebet, born in 2006.
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GUYE ADOLA (ETHIOPIA) Born: 20 October 1990 Adola, Oromiya Region Marathon best: 2:03:46 Berlin 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2017- 2nd 2:03:46 Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Guye Adola almost pulled off one of the biggest shocks in recent marathon history when he came close to beating double London champion Eliud Kipchoge at the Berlin Marathon last September. The 2014 world half marathon bronze medallist was racing the full distance for the first time. But while the former world record holder, Wilson Kipsang, and the world’s second quickest man, Kenenisa Bekele, both dropped out, it was Adola who emerged to open a gap on the Olympic champion. In drenching conditions, the debutant carved out a 25-metre lead that Kipchoge only closed at 40km. Kipchoge finished with his second fastest time while Adola clocked 2:03:46 to become the second quickest Ethiopian behind Bekele and the fastest first-timer ever. It emerged after the race that Adola didn’t even know he was running until four days before the race. He also missed his drinks bottle at one of the feeding stations. He was meant to start with the second group but changed his mind on the start line, telling a friend that he’d decided: “I want to taste what it is like to run with the leaders, and maybe I can help Bekele.” Adola first emerged on the world scene as a half marathon runner in 2014 when he was third at World Half Marathon Championships in Copenhagen, Ethiopia’s best performer. He also won prestigious races in Marrakech and New Delhi that year, the latter in 59:06, his personal best. He won the Ethiopian half marathon championships in 2015 and was 16th at that year’s World Half in Cardiff when he fell at the start and struggled in the pouring rain because he had typhoid. He warmed up for his marathon debut with another sub-60 minute performance, running 59:18 in Ostia last March. He has a 10,000m track best of 27:09.78 from 2016 and a 10km road best of 28:22. He was second in this January’s Houston half marathon in 60:15 and fifth in Riyadh on 25 February. Personal notes His full name is Guye Adola Idemo. He was born in Adola in Ethiopia’s Oromiya Region. He started running in 2008 and joined a group managed by Gianni Demadonna in 2014. He is coached by Gemedu Dedefo in Addis Ababa.
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STANLEY BIWOTT (KENYA) Born: 21 April 1986 Marathon best: 2:03:51 London 2016 London Marathon record: (2011- pace), 2013- 8th 2:08:39, 2014- 2nd 2:04:55, 2015- 4th 2:06:41, 2016- 2nd 2:03:51 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Chicago: 2017- dnf New York: 2013- 5th 2:10:41, 2015- 1st 2:10:34, 2016- dnf Other major city marathons Carpi: 2006- 7th 2:14:25 Chunchon: 2011- 1st 2:07:03 Paris: 2012- 1st 2:05:12 Reims: 2010- 2nd 2:09:41 São Paulo: 2010- 1st 2:11:19 Shanghai: 2012- 3rd 2:09:05 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- dnf Career notes The 2015 New York Marathon champion returns to the London Marathon for the fifth time, having twice finished runner-up behind course record-breaking compatriots. After a series of top five finishes, Stanley Biwott finally won a World Marathon Majors race in New York in November 2015 where he outran world half marathon champion Geoffrey Kamworor in Central Park. It was his first marathon win since Paris in 2012 and one based, he said, on increased endurance training to cope better with the last five kilometres. He had placed fourth in that April’s London Marathon a year after placing second when he was the surprise package, clocking a personal best to break the 2:05 barrier behind Wilson Kipsang. Despite starting as only the eighth quickest man in the field, he ran stride-for-stride with the then world record holder until the final stages of the race and followed his countryman across the line in 2:04:55 to ensure 2014 was the first year that two men have broken 2:05 in London. Two years later, he made history again, this time tailing Eliud Kipchoge as the two Kenyans dipped under 2:04 having broken the 30km world record with 1:27:13 en route. Kipchoge took Kipsang’s London Marathon record, while Biwott moved to number seven in the world all-time list. Biwott took nearly two minutes from his PB to win the 2012 Paris Marathon, crossing the line in 2:05:12, a course record. It was a significant move into world class for the Kenyan whose marathon career began six years earlier in Carpi, where he was seventh. He didn’t run a marathon again until 2010 when he won the São Paulo Marathon in 2:11:19, the fastest ever in South America. He dipped under 2:10 for the first time at the 2010 Reims to Toutes Jambes where he was three seconds behind winner Stephen Chebogut in 2:09:41.



At the Chunchon Marathon in 2011 he outran his training partner Jonathan Kosgei Kipkorir and took another two and a half minutes from his PB with a course record of 2:07:03. After his course record win in Paris 2012, he placed third in Shanghai before making his London debut in April 2013. He led that race with less than five miles to go but Emmanuel Mutai swept past him and he fell back to finish eighth in 2:08:39. He was among the leaders in the New York Marathon that November too, sticking with eventual winner Geoffrey Mutai until mile 23 before eventually finishing fifth in 2:10:41. Two years later he ran just seven seconds faster to win the race. Recent form has been less impressive, however, for he dropped out of the Rio Olympic marathon and failed to finish in Chicago last October. He ran his half marathon best of 58:56 when he was second at the Ra’s Al Khaymah race in 2013. He has broken 60 minutes six times including at the Great North Run in 2015 when was second. He won the Rock ‘n’ Roll half in San Antonio in December last year. Personal notes His full name is Stanley Kipleting Biwott. He is married to Nancy Cherop Biwott and they have a son, Alan Kipchumba. His brother Norris Biwott ran 2:11:29 in 2013. He worked on his family’s dairy farm before becoming a runner in 2006. He still owns 10 cows. He began working with Italian coach Claudio Berardelli in 2006.
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ABEL KIRUI (KENYA) Born: 4 June 1982 Bornet, Rift Valley Marathon best: 2:05:04 Rotterdam 2009 London Marathon record: 2010- 5th 2:08:04, 2011- dnf, 2012- 5th 2:07:56, 2017- 4th 2:07:45 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2006- 9th 2:17:47, 2007- 2nd 2:06:51 Chicago: 2016- 1st 2:11:23, 2017- 2nd 2:09:48 New York: 2008- dnf, 2010- 9th 2:13:01 Tokyo: 2008- dnf, 2014- 10th 2:09:04, 2016- 5th 2:08:06 Other major city marathons Amsterdam: 2014- 6th 2:09:45, 2015- 10th 2:10:55 Rotterdam: 2009- 3rd 2:05:04 Singapore: 2006- 3rd 2:15:22 Tokyo: 2008- dnf Vienna: 2007- 3rd 2:10:41, 2008- 1st 2:07:38 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2012- 2nd 2:08:27 Worlds: 2009- 1st 2:06:54, 2011- 1st 2:07:38 Career notes The two-time world champion and 2012 Olympic silver medallist, Abel Kirui, races the London Marathon for a fifth time seeking his first podium finish. Kirui’s best result in London was 12 months ago when he placed fourth in 2:07:45. That followed his surprise victory at the Chicago Marathon the previous October, his first major marathon win for half a decade. He had hinted at a return to form when placing fifth in Tokyo that year and in Chicago he outkicked defending champion Dickson Chumba to win by three seconds. He returned to defend his Chicago crown last October, eventually finishing runner-up to USA’s Galen Rupp. Kirui became the third man to retain the world marathon title with his victory in Daegu seven years ago, a dominant performance that left his nearest rival nearly two and a half minutes behind, the widest margin in World Championships history. The Kenyan had dropped out in the latter stages of the 2011 London race, but his victory in Daegu secured his place on Kenya’s 2012 Olympic team. After placing fifth at that year’s London Marathon he won an Olympic silver in the British capital where he was beaten by Uganda’s Stephen Kiprotich. Until Chicago 2016, that was the last time he appeared on a marathon podium. Kirui started his first marathon as a pacemaker for Haile Gebrselassie in Berlin in 2006. He completed his pacing duties then kept going, clocking 2:17:47. Ten weeks later, running under challenging heat and humidity in Singapore, he took more than two minutes off that time. He made an even bigger improvement in Vienna in April 2007 when he was third, and he was back in Berlin that September pacing Gebrselassie to his first world marathon record. Taking advantage of ideal running conditions and the fast course, he finished second to the Ethiopian and smashed his PB by almost four minutes with 2:06:51.
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After pacing Gebrselassie in Dubai in January 2008, he dropped out of the Tokyo Marathon that February, but won in Vienna two months later when he set a course record. Pacing Gebrselassie in Berlin again that September, he sped through 30km in 1:28:25, a couple of seconds ahead of the world record holder who went on to run the first ever sub-2:04 marathon. Kirui’s own breakthrough came the following spring in Rotterdam when he clocked 2:05:04 finishing third behind Duncan Kibet and James Kwambai. Still his PB, that time was then the sixth fastest ever. It’s now the 34th. He returned to Berlin that August as the fastest entrant in the 2009 World Championships. He was in control throughout, passed half way in 63:03 and pulled clear of his Kenyan teammate Emmanuel Mutai with 5km left to break the tape in 2:06:54, a championship record by 97 seconds. His half marathon PB of 60:11 was set in Rotterdam in 2007. Personal notes A child of the Rift Valley, Kirui did not have to look far for inspiration. His uncle, Mike Rotich, has a marathon best of 2:06:33 (2003), although Kirui claims his family’s running history goes back to his great grandfather who “used to chase an antelope and catch it”. He started running seriously after he won a race he’d entered as part of a police recruitment exercise. He eventually moved to Kapsabet and began professional racing in Poland.
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LAWRENCE CHERONO (KENYA) Born: 7 August 1988 Marathon best: 2:05:09 Amsterdam 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Alger: 2014- 2nd 2:10:16 Amsterdam: 2017- 1st 2:05:09 Hengshui: 2016- 2nd 2:11:13 Hong Kong: 2016- 2nd 2:12:14 Honolulu: 2016- 1st 2:09:39, 2017- 1st 2:08:27 Lanzhou: 2015- 2nd 2:12:33 Prague: 2016- 1st 2:07:24 Rotterdam: 2017- 2nd 2:06:21 Seville: 2015- 1st 2:09:39 Shanghai: 2015- 7th 2:14:22 Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Lawrence Cherono is the reigning Amsterdam Marathon champion who broke Daniel Wanjiru’s course record and took more than a minute from his personal best in the Dutch city last October. It was the highest point yet in a marathon career that has seen the 29-year-old finish first or second in all but one of his 11 races to date, with notable victories in Seville, Prague and twice in Honolulu as well as Amsterdam. He made his debut in 2014 when he was second in Algiers and three months later ran sub-2:10 for the first time when he won the Seville Marathon in February 2015. He went on to place second in Lanzhou that June before finishing seventh in Shanghai later in the year, his only non-podium finish. He ran four marathons in 2016, finishing second in Hong Kong, first in Prague with a big PB of 2:07:24, second in Hengshui and first in Honolulu where he broke the course record with 2:09:39. He was slightly less prolific last year but still raced three times. He began by lowering his best by more than a minute in Rotterdam, coming second behind Marious Kimutai in 2:06:21. He returned to the Netherlands in October and outbattled his compatriots Abraham Kiptum and Norbert Kigen in Amsterdam’s Olympic Stadium for the biggest victory of his life. Two months later he defended his Honolulu title, winning with another course record, 2:08:27. Personal notes Cherono is managed by Federico Rosa and trains in Kaptagat.
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TOLA SHURA KITATA (ETHIOPIA) Born: 9 June 1996 Marathon best: 2:05:50 Frankfurt 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Frankfurt: 2017- 1st 2:05:50 Istanbul: 2016- 2nd 2:14:08 Otsu: 2016- 16th 2:16:09 Ottawa: 2016- 2nd 2:10:04 Rome: 2017- 1st 2:07:28 Shanghai: 2015- 3rd 2:08:53 Xiamen: 2016- 2nd 2:10:20, 2017- 3rd 2:10:36 Marathons in major championships: None Career notes Tola Shura Kitata won the Frankfurt Marathon last October by more than a minute from Kelkile Gezhegn in 2:05:50, lowering his personal best by more than 90 seconds in difficult conditions and leading an Ethiopian sweep of the medals. It was the highlight of the 21-year-old’s brief career that took off in 2017. He started the year placing third in Xiamen before slicing two minutes from his best time to win the Rome Marathon last April in 2:07:28. With his first sub-2:06 clocking in Frankfurt, Kitata had lowered his pre-2017 best by more than three minutes by the end of the year. He made his marathon debut in Shanghai in 2015, finishing third in 2:08:53 and ran four times in 2016, finishing runner-up in Xiamen, Ottawa and Istanbul with a below par 16th in Otsu sandwiched in between. The real improvements began in Rome last year, however, where Kitata beat Dominic Ruto by a full two minutes with the second quickest time on that famous city’s course. That victory set him up for his breakthrough to world elite level in Frankfurt. He also lowered his half marathon best in 2017, running 65:04 at altitude in Bogota and 60:10 in Copenhagen last September. He was close to that time in Houston this January when he was fourth in 60:20. Personal notes He is sometimes listed as Shura Kitata Tola. He is managed by Hussein Makké.
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BEDAN KAROKI (KENYA) Born: 21 August 1990 Nyandarua Marathon best: 2:07:41 London 2017 London Marathon record: 2017- 3rd 2:07:41 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Fukuoka: 2012- dnf, 2017- 4th 2:08:44 Marathons in major championships: None Career notes The 2016 world half marathon silver medallist, Bedan Karoki, stepped up to the full distance last April when he clinched the last place on the London Marathon podium by just four seconds from Abel Kirui. Karoki arrived in London with high expectations after claiming the biggest win of his career at the 2017 Ra’s Al Khaymah half less than three months earlier. Karoki ran the quickest race of his life to win the prestigious event in the United Arab Emirates by nine seconds in 59:10, the fourth quickest half in the world last year and good enough to rank in the top 30 all-time. It was the 26-year-old’s fifth victory in seven career half marathons, all but one of which have been run under the one hour mark. He returned to Ra’s Al Khaymah this February and went even quicker, lowering his PB to 58:42 to retain his title with a course record and move to fourth on the world all-time list. He was the 2014 Lisbon and 2015 Copenhagen champion before finishing second to Geoffrey Kamworor at the 2016 World Half Marathon Championships in Cardiff, beating Britain’s Mo Farah among others. Karoki made his full marathon debut in Fukuoka in 2012 but did not finish. He returned to the Japanese city last December and placed fourth in 2:08:44. He won a silver medal for Kenya over 10,000m at the 2011 All Africa Games and has finished fifth and seventh at the same distance at the last two Olympics. He was also sixth at the 2011 World Championships, fourth in Beijing in 2015 and again in London last summer. He won a silver medal at the 2015 World Cross Country Championships, again finishing behind Kamworor. Personal notes His full name is Bedan Karoki Muchiri. He went to high school in Japan and speaks Japanese at an advanced level. He spent much of his early career running on the Japanese circuit, winning the Chiba International cross country three years in a row, from 2009 to 2011. He also won the Fukuoka International cross country in 2011.
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GHIRMAY GHEBRESLASSIE (ERITREA) Born: 14 November 1995 Kisadeka Marathon best: 2:07:46 London 2016 London Marathon record: 2016- 4th 2:07:46, 2017- 6th 2:09:57 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Chicago: 2014- 6th 2:09:08 New York: 2016- 1st 2:07:51, 2017- dnf Other major city marathons Dubai: 2015- dnf Hamburg: 2015- 2nd 2:07:47 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- 4th 2:11:04 Worlds: 2015- 1st 2:12:28 Career notes Ghirmay Ghebreslassie was just 19 when he became world marathon champion in Beijing three years ago, shocking the world as he claimed a place in the history books as the youngest marathon gold medallist ever. He was also the first Eritrean to win a World Championship title, joining his illustrious compatriot Zersenay Tadese, the 2009 10,000m silver medallist, as only the second athlete from his country to win a medal of any colour. He won his place on the Eritrean team just four months earlier when he was second in Hamburg in 2:07:47 having made his debut in Chicago the previous October. He started the Chicago race as a pacemaker, originally intending to run to 25km as a learning experience. He decided to finish the race and placed sixth in 2:09:08. That audacious attitude has since carried him, not only to the world title, but to fourth and sixth place finishes in London, fourth again at the Rio Olympics where he missed a medal by less than a minute and, most notably, victory at the New York Marathon in 2016 when he dismissed a top-class field to become the first Eritrean to win the prestigious race. Ghebreslassie first competed overseas in 2012, placing ninth in the junior race at the African Cross Country Championships and clocking 28:33.37 for 10,000m at the FBK Games in Hengelo. The following year he was seventh at the 2013 World Junior Cross Country Championships in Poland but injuries persuaded him to give up on track training and prepare for the roads, a switch encouraged by victory on his half marathon debut in Paderborn in 60:09. Despite a bout of sickness during training, Ghebreslassie was just one second slower than that personal best at the 2014 World Half Marathon Championships in Copenhagen where he was seventh, helping Eritrea to take team gold. The one blip in his progress to the world title came at the 2015 Dubai Marathon when he dropped out after 25km having missed 11 days’ training with right leg pain.
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After placing second in Hamburg in April 2015 he increased his training runs to prepare for Beijing where he coped with the heat and humidity of the Chinese capital better than any of his rivals, including Kenya’s world record holder Dennis Kimetto and former world record holder Wilson Kipsang who both withered in the blistering morning sun. Ghebreslassie made his winning bid with 3km left and pushed clear of Ethiopia’s Yemane Tsegay. “It was difficult,” he said afterwards. “But we Eritreans never give up until the finish line.” He displayed the same attitude in New York 15 months later when he won by more than a minute and finished just five seconds outside his PB. He defended his New York title last November but dropped out in the second half. Personal notes Born into a rural farming community in the village of Kisadeka – around 115km south of the capital, Asmara – Ghebreslassie started running 7km to and from school when he heard about distance greats such as Tadese and Haile Gebrselassie who had built their endurance that way. Encouraged by a PE teacher, he first ran competitively in 2009, defying his parents who wanted him to stick to academic pursuits. He is coached now by Dutchman Veron Lust and managed by Jos Hermens who once guided his near namesake Gebrselassie to world and Olympic honours. A big football fan, Ghebreslassie has been supporting Manchester United since Cristiano Ronaldo played for the club.
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YOHANES GEBREGERGISH (ERITREA)



Born: 1 January 1994 Marathon best: 2:08:14 Tokyo 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2016- 8th 2:09:48 Tokyo: 2017- 7th 2:08:14 Other major city marathons Asmara: 2016- 1st 2:23:01 Prague: 2016- 7th 2:10:44 Marathons in major championships Worlds: 2017- 7th 2:12:07 Career notes Yohanes Gebregergish was seventh in the World Championship marathon in London last August. He was the first Eritrean across the finish line on Tower Bridge, one place ahead of London Marathon champion Daniel Wanjiru. He made his marathon debut in Prague in 2016 when he finished seventh. He broke 2:10 for the first time at the Berlin Marathon that September and enjoyed his first marathon victory in Asmara three months later. He improved his personal best to 2:08:14 when seventh in the Tokyo Marathon last February, the first non-Kenyan to finish. He made his international debut at the London Worlds last August. He is yet to break 60 minutes for the half marathon but ran 60:21 in Prague in 2016. He was fourth in the Lisbon half marathon last October and ran his best 10km road time to place third in Valencia this January in 28:09.



AMANUEL MESEL (ERITREA)



Born: 29 December 1990 Asmara Marathon best: 2:08:17 Valencia 2013 London Marathon record: 2014- dnf, 2016- dnf, 2017- 8th 2:10:44 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Fukuoka: 2015- dnf, 2016- 5th 2:10:48, 2017- 5th 2:09:22 Prague: 2013- 6th 2:11:51 Valencia: 2013- 2nd 2:08:17, 2014- 5th 2:10:54 Warsaw: 2015- 4th 2:08:18 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- 21st 2:14:37 Worlds: 2015- 9th 2:15:07, 2017- dnf Career notes Amanuel Mesel was eighth at the London Marathon last year after dropping out twice. He dropped out of the World Championship marathon last August too but went on to place fifth in Fukuoka for the second year in a row. A former Eritrean junior record holder at 5000m, Mesel made his senior debut for Eritrea in 2007 and in 2010 placed 13th at the World Half Marathon Championships and eighth in the 5000m at the African Championships He was 11th in the 5000m at the 2011 Worlds. He ran his first marathons in 2013, finishing sixth in Prague and second in Valencia where he clocked his personal best. He returned to the Spanish city in 2014 when he was fifth. Fourth place in Warsaw in April 2015, just one second outside his PB, was enough to win selection for the World Championships in Beijing where he was ninth. He was 21st at the Rio Olympics. Mesel’s half marathon best of 60:10 stems from Prague in 2013 when he was second, outsprinted at the end by teammate Zersenay Tadese. Personal notes He has the same coach as world half marathon record holder Zersenay Tadese, the Spaniard, Jeronimo Bravo.
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MO FARAH (GREAT BRITAIN & NI) Born: 23 March 1983 Mogadishu, Somalia Marathon best: 2:08:21 London 2014 London Marathon record: 2014- 8th 2:08:21 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships: None Career notes The multiple Olympic and world track champion returns to the London Marathon for his second outing over 26.2 miles four years after making his full marathon debut here and eight months after finishing his international track career at the London 2017 World Championships. Farah finished eighth in 2014 in 2:08:21, an English record and the second quickest ever by a Briton behind Steve Jones’s 1985 time of 2:07:13. The previous year he had run to half way as a guest to get a feel for the pace, course, and atmosphere of the marathon. Farah ran alongside the leading elite men before dropping out at a pre-arranged point on the Highway. Farah was no stranger to the London Marathon having won the Mini Marathon three years in a row between 1998 and 2000 when he was a west London schoolboy growing up in Hounslow. He clocked 60:23 to win the New York half marathon in March 2011, faster than Nick Rose’s 1985 British record but not ratified due to the gradient of the course. He claimed the record officially on 24 February 2013 when he won the Rock ‘n’ Roll half in New Orleans in 60:59 and lowered it to 59:32 to win the Lisbon half in 2015, a European record. He has won the Great North Run for the last four years, running his best ever time of 59:22 there in 2015. Farah won the inaugural Big Half in London on 4 March this year, in 61:40, beating defending London Marathon champion Daniel Wanjiru and Callum Hawkins. He twice broke the British record for 10km on the roads at the London 10,000, most recently in 2010 when he finished in 27:44. He also holds the British 5km road best with 13:30 and the European record at 20km – 56:27 in Lisbon, en route to his half marathon victory. Farah ended his track career last summer as one of the most decorated distance runners in history with four Olympic golds and six world titles, all at 5000m and 10,000m. He also has one world silver at each distance while he has won five European golds outdoors and two indoors. He has won double distance gold at two European Championships, two World Championships and two Olympic Games. He holds national track records at 1500m, 3000m, two miles, 5000m and 10,000m, and British road records at 5km, 10km, 20km and half marathon. Those at 1500m, two miles, 5000m (indoors), 10,000m and 20km are also European records. After winning 5000m silver at the 2006 European Championships, Farah achieved the first of his double
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victories at the 2010 Europeans in Barcelona. He clinched the world 5000m title in Daegu the following year when he also won silver in the 10,000m. Then, in August 2012, he became only the sixth man in history to win the distance double at the Olympics. His 10,000m victory at London 2012 on 4 August capped off ‘Super Saturday’ when Britain won three gold medals at the Olympic Stadium within 45 minutes. He added the 5000m title a week later. He smashed the European record for 1500m in Monaco in 2013 before going on to repeat his Olympic double at the Moscow World Championships, so joining Kenenisa Bekele as a holder of both global distance doubles. He repeated the feat two years later in Beijing and retained both his Olympic titles in Rio in 2016. Farah’s dream of finishing off his championship track career with a third world double at the London 2017 championships was thwarted last August when Muktar Edris passed him in the home straight to snatch the 5000m crown. Personal notes Born in Mogadishu, Somalia, Mohamed Muktar Jama Farah moved to London via Djibouti when he was eight. His father, Muktar, was born in Britain but met his mother, Amran, when visiting Somalia. Muktar returned to Britain and his wife followed with Mo but without Mo’s twin brother who remained in Somalia with relatives. Farah grew up in Hounslow, west London, where he was spotted playing football by his school sports teacher, Alan Watkinson, who encouraged him to join his local athletics club. After years being coached by former marathon great Alberto Salazar in Portland, Oregon, he is now being guided by Gary Lough, Paula Radcliffe’s husband. Farah married his school girlfriend Tania Nell in 2010. He has a stepdaughter, Rihanna. The pair’s twin daughters, Aisha and Amani, were born in September 2012, and his son, Hussein was born in 2015. He was awarded a CBE in 2013, was knighted in 2017 and voted BBC Sports Personality of the Year last December.
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ALPHONCE SIMBU (TANZANIA) Born: 14 February 1992 Marathon best: 2:09:10 London 2017 London Marathon record: 2017- 5th 2:09:10 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Gold Coast: 2015- 6th 2:12:01 Hofu: 2015- 7th 2:14:15 Mumbai: 2017- 1st 2:09:32 Otsu: 2016- 3rd 2:09:19 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- 5th 2:11:15 Worlds: 2015- 12th 2:16:58, 2017- 3rd 2:09:51 Career notes Alphonce Simbu clinched the World Championship bronze medal in London last August when he was just three seconds behind Tamirat Tola and held off Britain’s Callum Hawkins. It was his second top five finish in the British capital last year after he ran a personal best to place fifth on his London Marathon debut. Nine months earlier, he had been close to ending a 36-year Olympic medal drought for his country when he was fifth in the marathon at the Rio Games. Tanzania’s last Olympic athletics medals came at the 1980 Games in Moscow when steeplechaser Filbert Bayi and Suleiman Nyambui in the 5000m took silvers on the track. Simbu ran with the lead pack in Rio until the 35km point where gold medallist Eliud Kipchoge broke clear. He kept going to place fifth in 2:11:15, just 70 seconds behind bronze medallist Galen Rupp. His half marathon best was set in New Delhi in November 2016 when he was seventh in 61:59. He returned to India last January and won the Mumbai Marathon in 2:09:32, beating 10 Kenyans and Ethiopians to the title. He made his marathon debut in Australia two years ago when he was sixth in the Gold Coast Marathon in 2:12:01, good enough to win a place at that summer’s World Championships in Beijing where he was 12th. He placed seventh in Hofu that December before achieving his first podium finish at the Lake Biwa-Otsu race in Japan in March 2016. He has represented Tanzania on the track, running 10,000m at the 2011 All Africa Games where he was eighth. He was 48th at the 2015 World Cross Country Championships. His 10km PB is 29:42 from Brasilia in 2012. Personal notes His full name is Alphonce Felix Simbu. He comes from the Singida region in Tanzania. After his performance in the marathon he was made the flag bearer for Tanzania at the Closing Ceremony in Rio.



Media Guide 2018 57



VIRGIN MONEY LONDON MARATHON 2018



TATSUNORI HAMASAKI (JAPAN))



FERNANDO CABADA (UNITED STATES)



Born: 4 July 1988 Marathon best: 2:11:26 Hofu 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Tokyo: 2015- 16th 2:12:12, 2016- 16th 2:12:45, 2017- 24th 2:13:57 Other major city marathons Buenos Aires: 2017- 8th 2:19:58 Gold Coast: 2016- 9th 2:15:37 Hofu: 2017- 2nd 2:11:26 Nagano: 2017- 5th 2:15:49 Naha: 2017- 1st 2:20:30 Otsu: 2014- 38th 2:19:16 Sapporo: 2017- 6th 2:16:18 Sydney: 2015- 6th 2:13:54 Marathons in major championships: None



Born: 22 April 1982 Marathon best: 2:11:36 Berlin 2014 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Boston: 2013- 16th 2:18:23, 2015- 25th 2:22:05 Berlin: 2014- 11th 2:11:36 Chicago: 2015- 10th 2:15:36 Other major city marathons Amsterdam: 2016- 17th 2:14:52 Carlsbad: 2016, 1st 2:18:14 Duluth: 2016- 21st 2:27:09 Fukuoka: 2006- 9th 2:12:27 Houston: 2012- 7th 2:11:53 Huntsville: 2011- 2nd 2:22:56 Los Angeles: 2016- 55th 2:27:53 Sacramento: 2017- 20th 2:17:07 St Paul: 2008- 1st 2:16:32, 2010- 3rd 2:15:25 (US champs) Marathons in major championships Worlds: 2007- 50th 2:35:48



Career notes Hamasaki makes his London Marathon debut after running a personal best to place second in Hofu last December, the last of six marathons run by the 29-yearold Japanese athlete in 2017. He made his debut four years ago in Otsu and has twice placed in the top 20 at the Tokyo Marathon. He was 24th there last February before running in Nagano in April, Sapporo in August and Buenos Aires in October, all top 10 finishes. He then won the Naha Marathon on 3 December followed two weeks later by his PB in Hofu. He has a half marathon best of 61:45 from 2012.



Career notes Fernando Cabada has a long marathon record stretching back to 2006 when he was ninth in Fukuoka in 2:12:27. That remained his best time until 2012 when he was seventh in the US Olympic Trials in Houston in 2:11:53. His current best was run at the 2014 Berlin Marathon when he was 11th in 2:11:36. He has contested three World Marathon Majors races in recent years, also placing 16th in Boston in 2013 and 10th in Chicago in 2015. He ran for USA at the 2007 World Championships in Osaka, finishing 50th in 2:35:48. His one marathon victory in 15 races was in the Tri-City race in Carlsbad, California, in 2016 when he beat two Ethiopians. Personal notes Cabada will be racing on his 35th birthday. Born in Fresno, California, he lives in Lakewood, Colorado, and trains with the American Distance Project. He ran as a pacemaker for the London Marathon in 2014. He gave up running in the early 2000s after quitting his course at the University of Arkansas.
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IHOR OLEFIRENKO (UKRAINE)



TSEGAI TEWELDE (GREAT BRITAIN & NI)



Born: 14 March 1990 Marathon best: 2:12:04 Bila Tserkva 2015 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Barcelona: 2017- 8th 2:15:52 Bila Tserkva: 2012- 1st 2:14:56, 2013- 1st 2:14:10, 2015- 1st 2:12:04 Macau: 2014- 9th 2:17:39 Milan: 2014- 4th 2:13:10 Oita: 2016- 7th 2:13:33 Paris: 2013- 18th 2:15:10 Rome: 2012- 18th 2:20:47 Xiamen: 2018- 5th 2:12:18 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- 30th 2:15:36 Worlds: 2017- 18th 2:15:34 Europeans: 2014- 29th 2:20:36



Born: 8 December 1989 Eritrea Marathon best: 2:12:23 London 2016 London Marathon record: 2016- 12th 2:12:23, 2017- dnf Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Beirut: 2017- 6th 2:14:45 Marathons in major championships Olympics: 2016- dnf



Career notes Ihor Olefirenko makes his World Marathon Majors debut after a top 20 finish at the London World Championships last summer. Olefirenko finished 18th in 2:15:34, not only the first Ukrainian but one place ahead of the noted Ethiopian Tsegaye Mekonnen. He had placed eighth in Barcelona earlier in the year and ran for his country at the Rio Olympics in 2016 where he was 30th. He was 29th at the 2014 European Championships in Zurich. He ran his best time of 2:12:04 when winning the national championships in Bola Tserkva in 2015 and was just 14 seconds outside that time this January when he was fifth in Xiamen. He was also Ukrainian marathon champion in 2012 and 2013. He ran a half marathon best of 63:36 last October and a 10km best of 30:18 in September.



Career notes Tsegai Tewelde provided the biggest shock of the 2016 race when he emerged from obscurity to finish second Briton behind Callum Hawkins, running 2:12:23 on his debut to claim a place on Britain’s Rio Olympic team. Tewelde was one of six Eritrean runners who requested asylum in Britain after competing in the 2008 World Cross Country Championships in Edinburgh. Two years earlier, he had set an Eritrean junior 1500m record of 3:42.10 when finishing fifth at the 2006 World Junior Championships. He also ran for Eritrea at the World Cross Country Championships in 2007 and 2008. He joined Shettleston Harriers in Glasgow and won silver medals on the track at the 2008 and 2009 Scottish Championships. He has a 10km best of 29:07 from 2009 but competed rarely for four years between 2011 and 2015 when he finally received his British passport. His first competition in his new country’s colours was disappointing, however, for he was forced to drop out in Rio well short of the finish. He dropped out of the London Marathon last year too but was sixth in Beirut last November. He ran a half marathon PB of 63:14 when ninth at last year’s Great North Run and followed that with 63:18 for third at the Great Scottish Run. He was fifth in The Big Half this March in 65:11. Personal notes Tewelde ran for Eritrea before claiming asylum in Britain in 2008 along with five fellow athletes. Tewelde received his British passport in 2015.



Media Guide 2018 59



VIRGIN MONEY LONDON MARATHON 2018



JONNY MELLOR (GREAT BRITAIN & NI)



SAMUEL CHELANGA (UNITED STATES)



Born: 27 December 1986 Birkenhead Marathon best: 2:12:57 Berlin 2017 London Marathon record: 2017- 23rd 2:18:48 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Berlin: 2017- 10th 2:12:57 Other major city marathons Frankfurt: 2015- 24th 2:16:52 Marathons in major championships: None



Born: 23 February 1985 Baringo, Kenya Marathon best: 2:15:02 Chicago 2017 London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors Chicago: 2015- 15th 2:15:02 Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships: None



Career notes Jonathan ‘Jonny’ Mellor lowered his marathon best by almost four minutes when he was 10th in Berlin last September in 2:12:57. He ranked third in the UK for 2017. He ran the London Marathon for the first time last April, finishing 23rd in 2:18:48. That came 18 months after his debut in October 2015 when he was 24th in Frankfurt in 2:16:52. He improved his half marathon best to 62:23 when 10th in New York last March. He has twice finished 11th at the Great North Run and was 14th in 2015. A former British champion at 3000m indoors and 10,000m, he ran 3000m for Britain at the 2014 World Indoor Championships and ran in the 10,000m at the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, although he did not finish the race. He won the 2016 Leeds Abbey Dash 10km in 29:12, the same time he ran to win the 2015 Great Yorkshire Run 10km in Sheffield. His 10km road PB is 28:50. He ran 63:17 to finish 10th at the Barcelona half this February and placed fourth at The Big Half in London on 4 March this year in 65:03. Personal notes Born in Birkenhead, Mellor lives on the Wirral in Merseyside. He is an online coach and blogger. He is coached by Steve Vernon and runs for Liverpool Harriers.
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Career notes Samuel Chelanga made his marathon debut in Chicago last October when he was 15th in 2:15:02. He ran a personal best for the half marathon in Houston this January, when he was sixth in 60:37, the sixth fastest ever by an American. He was second in the US half marathon championships in Columbus last April and third in the New York half in 2016. He was NCAA 10,000m champion in 2010 and holds the US collegiate record for the distance of 27:08.49. He won the NCAA 5000m title in 2011. He was the first US athlete at last year’s World Cross Country Championships when he was 11th. He was sixth in the 10,000m at the 2016 US Olympic trials. Personal notes Chelanga is a former Kenyan who switched allegiance to USA in 2015 following a five-year process. He grew up as the 10th of 11 children in an isolated village called Kabarsel at the northern end of the Rift Valley. He moved to USA on a sports scholarship after receiving help from Paul Tergat, and competed for Liberty University between 2008 and 2011. He now lives in Colorado Springs and is coached by Scott Simmons. He is married to Marybeth and they have a son, Micah. His brother, Joseph Chelanga, was third in the 2001 Boston Marathon and trained with Tergat.
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AARON SCOTT (GREAT BRITAIN & NI)



STEPHEN SCULLION (IRELAND)



Born: 1 October 1990 Marathon best: 2:17:50 London 2017 London Marathon record: 2015- 22nd 2:20:49, 2016- 25th 2:19:22, 2017- 24th 2:17:50 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Frankfurt: 2013- 36th 2:22:34 Manchester: 2014- 5th 2:22:31 (short course) Toronto: 2015- dnf Marathons in major championships: None



Born: 9 November 1988 Marathon best: 2:18:04 London 2017 London Marathon record: 2016- 29th 2:20:39, 2017- 26th 2:18:04 Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons Belfast: 2012- 12th 2:34:34 Dublin: 2017- 13th 2:19:45 Marathons in major championships: None



Career notes Aaron Scott has run the London Marathon three times, setting personal bests on each occasion. He was 24th overall last year (fourth in the championship race) in 2:17:50, beating his previous best by nearly two minutes. This is his first appearance on the elite start line. He made his marathon debut in Frankfurt in 2013 placing 36th. He was fifth in the Manchester Marathon in 2014 before his London debut in 2015. He ran for England at the Toronto Marathon that October but dropped out. His half marathon best of 65:50 was set in Bath in 2016. He has won the Cambridge half marathon four years in a row to 2017. Personal notes A member of Lincoln Wellington and Nene Valley, he lives in Stamford and works as the online content manager for Rutland Cycling. He is a fan of Ipswich Town FC. He is coached by Nick Anderson.



Career notes Stephen Scullion improved his personal best by nearly three minutes to finish 26th in last year’s London Marathon. He made his marathon debut in Belfast in 2012, placing 12th and made his London debut in 2016 when he was 29th overall. His most recent race over 26.2 miles was in Dublin last October when he was 13th, breaking 2:20 for the second time in 2017. He ran a half marathon best of 63:17 in the Houston half this January after improving his time twice last autumn. He has taken more than six minutes from his PB in five months. He has been running for Ireland since he was a junior. His first international was at the 2006 World Cross Country Championships while he ran as an under 23 at the European Cross in 2009 and as a senior in 2013. He also set a 10,000m track PB last year, running 28:58.28 in Portland last June. Personal notes Scullion comes from Belfast, runs for Clonliffe in Ireland, plus Aldershot, Farnham & District in England. He is coached by Andrew Hobdell and has been training in Flagstaff, Arizona. He almost gave up running to play rugby in 2016.
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TAHER BELKORCHI (MOROCCO)



MATTHEW CLOWES (GREAT BRITAIN & NI)



Born: 1990 Marathon best: Debut London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships: None



Born: 29 September 1989 Marathon best: Debut London Marathon record: None Other Abbott World Marathon Majors: None Other major city marathons: None Marathons in major championships: None



Career notes Taher Belkorchi was sixth at 1500m for Morocco at the 2007 World Youth and 2008 World Junior Championships.



Career notes Matthew Clowes makes his marathon debut after running a half marathon best of 64:39 in Granollers this February. His previous best was 66:07.



He ran his first half marathon last year, clocking 62:22 to place fourth in Marrakech. He was close to that time in Meknès on 18 February this year when he ran 62:54.



Two weeks later he ran 65:16 to win at Llenelli.



He has a 10km best of 28:32 from Casablanca last May. Personal notes He was based in Leverkusen, Germany for a number of years.



A sub-four minute miler, with a best of 3:58.96 indoors, and sub-14 minute 5km runner, he also has a 10km road best of 29:38 and placed 11th at the London 10,000 national championships last May after finishing third at the Great Birmingham 10k in April. He won the English national 5000m title in 2012. Personal notes Matt Clowes runs for Cardiff AAC and is coached by James Thie. He was based in the United States at Concordia University from 2012 to 2015. He studied Kinesiology & Exercise Sport Science and has an MSc in Exercise Physiology.
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The British Race The British athletes listed on the following page are those who will line up on the ‘elite’ start lines. To be considered for a place among the elite entries British athletes must satisfy the following criteria: Men: athletes who have run a sub-2:18:00 marathon or sub-67:00 half marathon between 1 January 2017 and 31 December 2017. Women: athletes who have run a sub-2:38:00 marathon or sub-1:17:00 half marathon between 1 January 2017 and 31 December 2017. These athletes are offered travel expenses and two nights accommodation. Any other athlete achieving these times at the 2018 London Marathon will have their travel expenses reimbursed.



2018 European Championships selection The 2018 London Marathon incorporates the official British Athletics marathon trials for the 2018 European Championships. To be eligible for selection athletes must have run the following qualifying times on an IAAF accredited course between midnight on 1 May 2017 and 16:00 on 22 April 2018: Men: 2:16:00 



Women: 2:36:00



The first two British athletes to finish the London Marathon, plus the first two from any of the home country teams to finish the Commonwealth Games marathon races, will be selected automatically provided they have achieved the qualification standard by the end of the qualification period.



UK Championships The 2018 Virgin Money London Marathon is also the 2018 British Athletics men’s and women’s marathon championships. To compete in the championships an athlete must be a member of a UK Athletics affiliated club and have run the following times in 2016 or 2017: Men: 2:45, or 1:15 half marathon Women: 3:15, or 1:30 half marathon



UK Bonuses These bonuses apply to all British athletes eligible to compete for the UK in major championships. These sums are not cumulative. Men Women Sub 2:11:00 - $8,000 Sub 2:31:00 - $8,000 Sub 2:12:00 - $7,000 Sub 2:32:00 - $7,000 Sub 2:13:00 - $6,000 Sub 2:33:00 - $6,000 Sub 2:14:00 - $5,000 Sub 2:34:00 - $5,000 Sub 2:15:00 - $4,000 Sub 2:35:00 - $4,000 Sub 2:16:00 - $2,500 Sub 2:36:00 - $2,500 Sub 2:17:00 - $1,500 Sub 2:37:00 - $1,500 Sub 2:18:00 - $1,000 Sub 2:38:00 - $1,000 Sub 2:19:00 - $500 Sub 2:40:00 - $500



British Athletics can select up to six athletes for the men’s and women’s European Championship marathons. The British marathon competitors for the 2018 European Championships will be announced in the week commencing Monday 23 April 2018. Currently, the following athletes have achieved the British Athletics marathon standards: Men: Dewi Griffiths (2:09:49); Callum Hawkins (2:10:17); Jonny Mellor (2:12:57); Tsegai Tewelde (2:14:45). Women: Sonia Samuels (2:29:34); Charlotte Purdue (2:29:48); Alyson Dixon (2:31:36); Caryl Jones (2:34:16).
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VIRGIN MONEY LONDON MARATHON 2018 British Elite Runners Men Bib 13 18 19 21 24 



Name Mo Farah Tsegai Tewelde Jonny Mellor Aaron Scott Matthew Clowes 



Club PB (year) Newham & Essex Beagles 2:08:21 (14) Shettleston / Glasgow City 2:12:23 (16) Liverpool Harriers 2:12:57 (17) Lincoln Wellington / Nene Valley 2:17:50 (17) Cardiff AAC / Cardiff Met Uni Debut 



Age 35 28 31 27 28 



Bib name FARAH TEWELDE MELLOR SCOTT CLOWES



Name Charlotte Purdue Tracy Barlow Lily Partridge Rebecca Murrray 



Club Aldershot, Farnham & District Thames Valley Aldershot, Farnham & District Bedford & County 



Age 26 32 27 23 



Bib name PURDUE BARLOW PARTRIDGE MURRAY



Women Bib 110 113 114 117 



PB (year) 2:29:23 (17) 2:30:42 (17) 2:32:10 (17) Debut 



Preview: Farah leads UK charge with Championship places up for grabs



Britain’s Mo Farah running the 2014 London Marathon



All eyes will be on Mo Farah as he tries to end Britain’s 25-year drought in the men’s race and break Steve Jones’s 33-year-old British record. Four years ago Farah made his marathon debut in London amid high expectations and, despite finishing ‘only’ eighth, came home with an English record of 2:08:21 and clocked the second fastest time in British marathon history. Now with his glittering track career behind him, the quadruple Olympic champion will be looking to make his mark on the roads in the company of some of the greatest marathon runners of all time. Whether Farah can live with the likes of the world record-chasing east Africans, Kenenisa Bekele and Eliud Kipchoge, remains to be seen, but the 35-yearold Briton will certainly have Jones’s 1985 UK mark of 2:07:13 in his sights and possibly even the new European all-time best of 2:05:48. “I am thrilled to be starting this new chapter in my career with the London Marathon,” said Farah. “The London Marathon is my home race and it is so special to me. “When I decided to concentrate solely on the roads from 2018 I knew that I wanted this to be my first marathon.
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The London Marathon has been a great supporter of me over the years. It doesn’t feel that long ago that I was running the Mini Marathon and in my early years the London Marathon provided me with crucial funding support.” Farah will not be the only Briton on show, of course, as four other men and four women will set off from Greenwich in pursuit of selection for Britain’s marathon team at this summer’s European Championships. Tsegai Tewelde and Jonny Mellor have both achieved the men’s qualification time of 2:16:00 but will need to be among the top two Britons across the line to guarantee their places in Berlin. Charlotte Purdue ran for Britain in last summer’s World Championships and the ever-improving 26-year-old will be favourite to make the women’s team again after finishing as second Briton behind Alyson Dixon 12 months ago with her first sub-2:30 time. Purdue is the only British woman in the field who holds the qualification standard but she will be pushed hard by Tracy Barlow and Lily Partridge who both showed qualification form in 2017 and will be keen to be among the top two home. 
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PATXI PLAZAOLA ESNAOLA 42 Elite 04:04:07 

Page 1. PATXI PLAZAOLA ESNAOLA. 42. Elite. 04:04:07.
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Women Score! 

Olímpicos de Beijing 2008. In Argentina, women's gradual and steady progression in society has led them into a field tha
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JOSEP TERMENS NADAL 58 Elite 04:01:22 

Page 1. JOSEP TERMENS NADAL. 58. Elite. 04:01:22.
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JULIAN FORTES PERONA 20 Elite 04:26:55 

Page 1. JULIAN FORTES PERONA. 20. Elite. 04:26:55.
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ASIER AROCENA MUÑOZ 27 Elite 04:12:43 

Page 1. ASIER AROCENA MUÑOZ. 27. Elite. 04:12:43.
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Mª MERCE PACIOS PUJADO 518 Elite fem. 04:39:46 

Page 1. Mª MERCE PACIOS PUJADO. 518. Elite fem. 04:39:46.
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RAUL MENA ESPINOSA 12 Elite 04:02:09 

Page 1. RAUL MENA ESPINOSA. 12. Elite. 04:02:09.










 


[image: alt]





CLARA FERNANDEZ CHAFER 513 Elite fem. 04:49:30 
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JON AROCENA MUÑOZ 37 Elite 04:07:53 

Page 1. JON AROCENA MUÑOZ. 37. Elite. 04:07:53.
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CLAUDIA GALICIA COTRINA 514 Elite fem. 04:14:44 

Page 1. CLAUDIA GALICIA COTRINA. 514. Elite fem. 04:14:44.
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JAVIER NAVARRO CARRERA 46 Elite 04:01:40 

Page 1. JAVIER NAVARRO CARRERA. 46. Elite. 04:01:40.
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SANTIAGO OLIVAN GRACIA 62 Elite 04:13:22 

Page 1. SANTIAGO OLIVAN GRACIA. 62. Elite. 04:13:22.
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Gesamtrangliste - Elite 

Realp. (SM. ) - Massen start. Realp. - Sp rin t Sa. La LÃ©ch erette - Sp rin t. Len zerh eid e (A. C. ) - Ein zellau f. Len zerh eid e (A. C. ) - Sp rin t. No tsch rei - Sp rin.
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elite white 

red también se puede hacer mediante la instalación de un interruptor bipolar con una distancia mínima entre los contacto
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horno elite 

575 x 555 x 500 mm. Dimensión de Producto. (alto x ancho x fondo). Dimensión de Encastre. (alto x ancho x fondo). INFORM
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DGP8050 elite 

tecnología digital. La tecnología digital es tan eficiente en términos de ancho de banda que ofrece dos "canales" comple
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Elite 

16 Horas de Educación Continua para Cosmetólogos en la FL. 16. $21.95. Es usted proveedor aprobado de la Junta de Cosmet
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Heat Elite 

Heat Elite. Heat Gun. Technische Daten Technical Data Donnees techniques Datos tecnicos. 22. Operating manual. 2. Read a










 


[image: alt]





Elite Tour 

Richter: Kager Franz, Steiner Fritz, Salek Radovan (CZE). Parcoursbauer: Rothenberger Frank (GER) ... Ing. Alexander Wagner. 13. 8,00. 62,22. ALTH GÃ¼nther.
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Marschtabelle Elite 
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DGP8050 elite 

(conducidas y radiadas). Tipo de vocodificación digital. Distorsión de Audio. Protocolo digital. * 5% recibir, 5% transm
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DGP8050 elite 

Puede quedarse tranquilo sabiendo que, si usa un radio digital, su batería ... 0.22 µV. 70 dB. 70dB@25 kHz / [email protected]
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DGP8050 elite 

Antenas. PMAE4079. Antena GPS/403-512 MHz. PMAE4069. Antena GPS/403-450 MHz. PMAE4070. Antena GPS/440-490 MHz. PMAE4071.
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Elite Tour 

HARTMANN Dominique. ROBERTA. 0201. HSH/2001/Female/Bay/Laurenz x Aldato. LUX. Hartmann Dominique. *. 20,00. 7. 0,00. 64,62. ROHACEK Jennifer.
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